do colleges accept asl as a foreign language

Do colleges accept ASL as a foreign language? This question has become increasingly relevant as awareness
of American Sign Language (ASL) grows within educational institutions. ASL is a complete, natural
language that has its own grammar and syntax, distinct from English. As more students express interest in
learning ASL, many prospective college students and their families are curious about its acceptance in
college admissions processes. This article will explore the criteria for foreign language requirements in

college, the growing acceptance of ASL, and the implications of these trends for students.

Understanding Foreign Language Requirements in College

Many colleges and universities have foreign language requirements that can vary significantly from one

institution to another. Understanding these requirements is crucial for prospective students.

Types of Foreign Language Requirements

1. General Education Requirements: Many colleges require students to demonstrate proficiency in a foreign
language as part of their general education curriculum. This is often aimed at promoting cultural awareness

and communication skills.

2. Specific Major Requirements: Certain majors, particularly in areas like international relations, foreign

languages, and education, may have more stringent foreign language requirements.
3. Waivers and Alternatives: Some institutions may offer waivers or alternative options for students who

have special circumstances, such as those with disabilities or those who have completed certain high school

courses.

Institutional Variation

- Public vs. Private Colleges: Public universities often have standardized requirements set by the state’s

higher education board, while private colleges may have more flexibility in their admissions criteria.

- Regional Differences: Acceptance of ASL can also differ based on geographic location, with some regions

being more progressive in recognizing ASL as a valid foreign language.



The Growing Acceptance of ASL

In recent years, an increasing number of colleges and universities have begun to recognize ASL as a
legitimate foreign language. This acceptance reflects a broader societal shift towards inclusivity and

acknowledgment of the Deaf community.

Trends in College Admissions

1. Increased Awareness: With the rise of social media and advocacy groups, awareness of ASL and the Deaf

community has grown, influencing educational institutions to reconsider their language requirements.

2. Curriculum Development: Many colleges now offer ASL courses, often as part of a broader curriculum in

Deaf studies, linguistics, or special education.
3. Accreditation Bodies: Organizations such as the National Council on Interpreting in Education (NCIE)

have lobbied for the inclusion of ASL in foreign language requirements, leading to changes in policy at

some institutions.

Examples of Colleges Accepting ASL

While not exhaustive, here are several colleges known to accept ASL as a foreign language:

- Gallaudet University: The premier university for Deaf and hard of hearing students, Gallaudet naturally

recognizes ASL as a primary language.

- University of California System: Many campuses within the UC system accept ASL as fulfilling their

foreign language requirement.

- University of North Carolina at Greensboro: This institution offers ASL as a foreign language option,

reflecting its commitment to diversity.

- Austin Community College: Recognizes ASL as a foreign language, offering a range of ASL courses to

meet students' needs.

- San Diego State University: This university accepts ASL as a foreign language and offers a robust ASL

program.



Benefits of Learning ASL

The inclusion of ASL in college foreign language requirements not only opens up opportunities for

students but also offers numerous benefits.

Cultural Awareness and Sensitivity

- Learning ASL fosters an understanding of Deaf culture, breaking down communication barriers and

promoting inclusivity.

- Students gain insights into the unique experiences and challenges faced by the Deaf community,

encouraging empathy and respect.

Career Opportunities

1. Interpreting: Proficiency in ASL opens doors to careers in interpreting, which is in high demand across

various sectors.

2. Education: Educators with ASL skills can support diverse classrooms and provide resources for Deaf and

hard of hearing students.

3. Social Services: Many social service professions benefit from bilingual individuals who can communicate

effectively with Deaf clients.

Enhanced Cognitive Skills

Research suggests that learning a new language, including ASL, can enhance cognitive abilities. Benefits

include:
- Improved problem-solving skills

- Enhanced multitasking abilities

- Greater memory retention

Challenges and Considerations



‘While the acceptance of ASL as a foreign language is encouraging, several challenges remain.

Institutional Resistance

- Some colleges may still be resistant to recognizing ASL due to traditional views on foreign language

requirements or lack of awareness.

- Faculty training and resources may be limited in institutions that do not currently offer ASL programs.

Misconceptions about ASL

1. Not a Simple Language: Some people mistakenly view ASL as a simplified form of English. In reality,

ASL has its own grammar and structure.

2. Cultural Misunderstandings: Awareness of Deaf culture is often lacking, leading to misconceptions about

the language and its speakers.

Preparing for College with ASL

If you're a student considering ASL as your foreign language option, here are steps to take:

Research Colleges and Universities

- Explore institution websites to determine their foreign language policies and see if ASL is accepted.

- Contact admissions offices for clarification on ASL acceptance and any specific requirements.

Take ASL Courses in High School

- Enroll in ASL courses during high school to build a strong foundation.

- Participate in extracurricular activities related to Deaf culture, such as clubs or community service.



Engage with the Deaf Community

- Attend local Deaf events, workshops, or festivals to immerse yourself in Deaf culture.

- Volunteer with organizations that support the Deaf community, gaining practical experience and

networking opportunities.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the question, do colleges accept ASL as a foreign language? is increasingly being answered in
the affirmative. As institutions adapt to changing societal norms and the growing recognition of the Deaf
community, ASL is becoming a more accepted choice for fulfilling foreign language requirements. Students
who choose to study ASL not only gain a valuable skill but also open themselves up to a world of cultural
understanding and career opportunities. However, students must remain proactive in researching their

options and advocating for the inclusion of ASL in their educational journeys.

Frequently Asked Questions

Do colleges generally accept American Sign Language (ASL) as a foreign
language credit?

Yes, many colleges and universities accept ASL as a foreign language credit, recognizing it as a legitimate

language.

Are there specific colleges known for accepting ASL for foreign language
requirements?

Yes, several colleges, particularly those with strong programs in deaf studies or education, explicitly accept

ASL for foreign language requirements.

How can I find out if my college accepts ASL as a foreign language?

You can check the college's admissions website or contact the admissions office directly to inquire about

their language requirements.

Is ASL considered a language by linguists?

Yes, ASL is recognized as a fully developed and complex language by linguists, with its own grammar and



vocabulary.

Do all colleges have the same policies regarding ASL as a foreign
language?

No, policies vary by institution, so it's important to verify each college's specific requirements regarding

ASL.

Can high school ASL courses count towards college foreign language

requirements?

In many cases, high school ASL courses can count towards college foreign language requirements, but this

varies by college.

Do colleges prefer traditional foreign languages over ASL?

Some colleges may prefer traditional foreign languages, but an increasing number are recognizing the

value of ASL and accepting it.

‘What should I do if my college does not accept ASL for foreign language
credit?

If your college does not accept ASL, you may consider appealing to the admissions office or exploring other

language options that meet their criteria.

Are there resources to help students understand ASL acceptance in
colleges?

Yes, resources such as the American Sign Language Teachers Association (ASLTA) provide information on

ASL acceptance and educational resources.
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