
doctor who power of the daleks
Doctor Who: Power of the Daleks is a pivotal story arc in the beloved British science fiction
series, showcasing the first full regeneration of the Doctor. Originally aired in 1966, this six-part
serial marked the debut of Patrick Troughton as the Second Doctor. The story not only introduced a
new Doctor but also redefined the show's narrative and thematic elements, making it a cornerstone
of the franchise. This article delves into the significance of "Power of the Daleks," its plot,
characters, and impact on the Doctor Who universe.

Overview of Doctor Who: Power of the Daleks

"Power of the Daleks" is set on the planet Vulcan, where the Doctor and his companions arrive in a
time of political intrigue and danger. The serial features the Daleks, one of the Doctor's most iconic
adversaries, who are known for their ruthless extermination of non-Dalek beings. The story revolves
around themes of power, manipulation, and the nature of evil, making it a compelling watch for both
new and longtime fans.

The Plot of Power of the Daleks

The narrative begins with the Doctor’s arrival on Vulcan, where he is quickly met with suspicion
from the local authorities. The story unfolds through a series of events that reveal the Daleks'
sinister plans. Here’s a breakdown of the main plot points:

The Arrival: The Doctor, accompanied by companions Ben and Polly, arrives on Vulcan and1.
discovers a colony of humans.

The Discovery: The trio uncovers a Dalek capsule that has been buried for centuries, leading2.
to the awakening of the Daleks.

Manipulation: The Daleks begin to manipulate the colony’s inhabitants, pretending to be a3.
force for good while secretly plotting domination.

Betrayal: As the story progresses, tensions escalate among the colonists, leading to betrayal4.
and mistrust.

Climax: The Doctor rallies the remaining humans to fight against the Daleks, leading to a5.
thrilling confrontation.

Resolution: The Doctor ultimately outsmarts the Daleks, showcasing his intellect and6.
resourcefulness.



Characters in Power of the Daleks

The characters introduced in "Power of the Daleks" are instrumental in driving the narrative
forward. Each character contributes to the overarching themes of the story.

The Second Doctor (Patrick Troughton)

Patrick Troughton’s portrayal of the Second Doctor is characterized by a playful demeanor and a
cunning intellect. He embodies a new approach to the Doctor’s character, blending humor with
seriousness. His interactions with the Daleks showcase his ability to outthink his foes, making him a
formidable opponent.

Ben Jackson (Michael Craze)

Ben, played by Michael Craze, is one of the Doctor's companions who brings a sense of loyalty and
determination to the group. He is often skeptical of the Doctor’s plans but ultimately supports him in
the fight against the Daleks.

Polly (Anneke Wills)

Polly, portrayed by Anneke Wills, is another companion who adds depth to the trio. She is
resourceful and quick-thinking, often contributing critical ideas in moments of crisis. Polly’s
character is significant in representing the role of women in science fiction during the 1960s.

The Daleks

The Daleks are the primary antagonists of the serial, characterized by their mechanical voices and
iconic catchphrase, “Exterminate!” Their portrayal in "Power of the Daleks" highlights their
capability for manipulation and deception. They are not just mindless killers; their strategic planning
makes them even more dangerous.

Thematic Elements of Power of the Daleks

"Power of the Daleks" explores several themes that resonate deeply within the Doctor Who universe.

Power and Corruption

The serial delves into the nature of power and the corruption it can bring. The Daleks, who initially



appear as saviors, quickly reveal their true intentions as they seek to dominate the human colonists.
This theme serves as a warning about the dangers of misplaced trust and the potential for tyranny.

Identity and Change

The introduction of the Second Doctor marks a significant shift in the series, emphasizing the theme
of identity and change. The Doctor’s regeneration symbolizes the idea that change can be both
frightening and liberating. Troughton’s performance captures this duality beautifully, as he
navigates his new identity while facing long-standing enemies.

Good vs. Evil

The classic battle of good versus evil is central to "Power of the Daleks." The Doctor represents hope
and intelligence, while the Daleks embody destruction and hatred. This dichotomy is a recurring
theme in Doctor Who and is particularly pronounced in this serial, as the Doctor must outwit his foes
to save the day.

The Impact of Power of the Daleks on Doctor Who

"Power of the Daleks" is significant not only for its story but also for its lasting impact on the Doctor
Who franchise.

Legacy of the Second Doctor

Patrick Troughton’s portrayal of the Second Doctor set the stage for future incarnations. His ability
to blend humor with heroism influenced how subsequent actors approached the role. Troughton’s
Doctor is remembered for his wit and charm, establishing a template that many others would follow.

Reinvigorating the Series

The introduction of a new Doctor during a time of change reinvigorated the series. "Power of the
Daleks" proved that the show could evolve while maintaining its core themes, allowing it to remain
relevant and engaging for audiences. This adaptability has been key to Doctor Who's longevity.

Cultural Impact

"Power of the Daleks" has left a lasting cultural impact, influencing not only the Doctor Who series
but also the broader science fiction genre. The themes explored continue to resonate with
audiences, demonstrating the timelessness of the story. The Daleks, in particular, have become



cultural icons, representing the archetype of the relentless villain.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Doctor Who: Power of the Daleks" is more than just a serial; it is a landmark moment
in television history. The story encapsulates the essence of Doctor Who, blending adventure,
intrigue, and deep philosophical questions about power, identity, and morality. As fans continue to
celebrate the legacy of the Doctor and the Daleks, "Power of the Daleks" remains a shining example
of storytelling that transcends time and continues to inspire generations. Whether you're a longtime
fan or new to the series, this story offers a captivating glimpse into the heart of Doctor Who.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of 'Doctor Who: Power of the Daleks'
in the Doctor Who franchise?
'Doctor Who: Power of the Daleks' is significant as it marks the first full story featuring the Second
Doctor, played by Patrick Troughton, and introduces the iconic Daleks in a new way. It is also vital
for showcasing the regeneration concept, which has become a cornerstone of the series.

How was 'Power of the Daleks' originally received by audiences
during its initial broadcast?
Originally broadcast in 1966, 'Power of the Daleks' received a mixed reception; however, it has since
been recognized as a classic. The story's unique approach to character and its dramatic tension
contributed to its growing reputation over the years.

What advancements were made in animation for the 2016 re-
release of 'Power of the Daleks'?
The 2016 re-release of 'Power of the Daleks' featured enhanced animation techniques that allowed
for smoother visuals and a more faithful representation of the original story. This adaptation aimed
to bring the lost episodes to a new generation of fans while preserving the essence of the classic
series.

What themes are explored in 'Power of the Daleks'?
'Power of the Daleks' explores themes of identity, power, and manipulation. The story delves into the
Doctor's struggle against the Daleks, who seek to dominate and control, paralleling the Doctor's own
journey of self-discovery and the responsibilities that come with power.

How did 'Power of the Daleks' influence the portrayal of the



Daleks in future Doctor Who episodes?
'Power of the Daleks' influenced the portrayal of the Daleks by establishing them as cunning and
strategic villains rather than just brute force. This characterization has shaped their role in
subsequent stories, emphasizing their intelligence and the psychological warfare they employ
against their enemies.
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