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Doing Ethics: Moral Reasoning and Contemporary Issues, Third Edition offers readers a
comprehensive framework for understanding ethical dilemmas in today’s complex world. This
edition builds on the foundational principles of moral reasoning while addressing pressing
contemporary issues such as climate change, bioethics, and social justice. By integrating real-world
examples with philosophical theories, the text enables students and readers to navigate the
challenges of ethical decision-making in a rapidly changing society.

Understanding Moral Reasoning

At the heart of Doing Ethics is the exploration of moral reasoning. The book emphasizes the
importance of critical thinking and structured analysis when confronting ethical questions. Moral
reasoning is not merely a matter of personal belief but involves a systematic approach to evaluating
actions and their consequences.

Key Components of Moral Reasoning

1. Identifying the Ethical Issue: Recognizing that a situation has ethical implications is the first step.
This involves understanding the context and the stakeholders involved.

2. Gathering Relevant Information: Effective moral reasoning requires comprehensive data about the
situation, including facts, opinions, and potential consequences.

3. Evaluating the Options: Consideration of various courses of action is essential. This includes
weighing the pros and cons of each option and considering the ethical theories applicable to the
situation.

4. Making a Decision: After careful evaluation, individuals must make a choice about how to act. This
decision should align with ethical principles and reflect a commitment to moral integrity.

5. Reflecting on the Decision: Post-action reflection is crucial for learning and growth. Reflecting on
the outcomes and the moral reasoning process can provide insights for future dilemmas.

Philosophical Foundations of Ethics

Doing Ethics delves into several philosophical frameworks that underpin moral reasoning.
Understanding these frameworks is essential for applying ethical principles to contemporary issues.



Major Ethical Theories

1. Consequentialism: This theory posits that the morality of an action is determined by its outcomes.
The most well-known form of consequentialism is utilitarianism, which advocates for actions that
maximize overall happiness.

2. Deontology: Unlike consequentialism, deontological ethics focuses on the inherent morality of
actions themselves, rather than their consequences. Immanuel Kant’s categorical imperative is a key
proponent of deontological ethics, emphasizing duty and universalizability.

3. Virtue Ethics: This approach emphasizes the character of the moral agent rather than specific
actions or consequences. It encourages individuals to cultivate virtues (e.g., honesty, courage) that
promote a good life.

4. Social Contract Theory: This theory suggests that moral norms arise from an implicit agreement
among individuals to form a society. It highlights the importance of justice and fairness in ethical
considerations.

Contemporary Ethical Issues

Doing Ethics effectively bridges philosophical theory and practical application by examining
contemporary issues that challenge moral reasoning. Some of the pressing topics covered include:

1. Climate Change

The ethical implications of climate change are vast and multifaceted. Key considerations include:

- Responsibility: Who is responsible for mitigating the effects of climate change? Developed nations
historically contribute more to greenhouse gas emissions, raising questions about equity and justice
for developing nations.

- Intergenerational Ethics: What obligations do current generations have to future generations
regarding environmental stewardship?

- Economic Factors: Balancing economic interests with environmental protection presents ethical
dilemmas for policymakers and corporations.

2. Bioethics

Bioethics encompasses a range of issues related to healthcare, medical research, and biotechnology.
Key topics include:

- Informed Consent: Patients must have the right to make informed decisions about their healthcare.
This raises ethical questions about autonomy and the role of healthcare providers.



- Genetic Engineering: The ethical implications of genetic modification in humans, plants, and
animals provoke discussions about the limits of scientific intervention and the potential for
unintended consequences.

- Healthcare Access: The ethical dilemmas surrounding equitable access to healthcare services
continue to challenge societies worldwide, particularly in the wake of global pandemics.

3. Social Justice

Social justice concerns intersect with various ethical theories and require careful moral reasoning.
Key issues include:

- Racial Equality: The ongoing fight against systemic racism raises ethical questions about privilege,
justice, and reparations.

- Gender Rights: Exploring gender identity and the rights of marginalized groups compels society to
confront long-standing biases and advocate for equality.

- Economic Inequality: The widening wealth gap raises moral questions about the distribution of
resources and the responsibility of wealthier individuals and nations to support those in need.

Practical Application of Ethical Reasoning

Doing Ethics not only presents theoretical frameworks but also emphasizes the practical application
of ethical reasoning. The text includes various case studies and real-world scenarios to engage
readers in critical analysis.

Case Studies and Scenarios

1. Corporate Ethics: Analyzing the ethical responsibilities of corporations in their business practices,
including issues like labor rights, environmental sustainability, and fair trade.

2. Whistleblowing: Evaluating the moral implications of whistleblowing in organizations, including
loyalty, integrity, and the potential for personal and professional consequences.

3. Public Policy: Assessing ethical considerations in public policy decisions, such as healthcare
reform, immigration policy, and criminal justice, sheds light on the complexities of governance.

Developing Ethical Skills

To effectively navigate ethical dilemmas, individuals can cultivate the following skills:

- Critical Thinking: Enhancing the ability to analyze and evaluate arguments logically and



coherently.

- Empathy: Developing the capacity to understand and share the feelings of others, which is essential
for considering diverse perspectives.

- Communication: Effectively articulating ethical arguments and engaging in constructive dialogue
with others.

- Reflection: Committing to ongoing self-assessment and reflection on one’s values, beliefs, and
ethical decisions.

Conclusion

In summary, Doing Ethics: Moral Reasoning and Contemporary Issues, Third Edition serves as a
vital resource for understanding and applying ethical principles in real-world contexts. By
integrating philosophical theories with contemporary issues, it equips readers with the tools
necessary for effective moral reasoning. As society confronts increasingly complex ethical dilemmas,
the insights gained from this text will be invaluable for fostering a more just and ethical world.
Whether in academic settings, professional environments, or personal lives, the lessons learned from
Doing Ethics will resonate deeply, encouraging thoughtful engagement with the pressing moral
challenges of our time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key themes covered in 'Doing Ethics: Moral
Reasoning and Contemporary Issues, Third Edition'?
The book covers key themes such as moral theories, ethical reasoning, social justice, environmental
ethics, and contemporary moral dilemmas.

How does the third edition of 'Doing Ethics' differ from
previous editions?
The third edition includes updated case studies, new contemporary issues, and enhanced discussions
on moral reasoning to reflect current ethical debates and social challenges.

What role do real-world examples play in 'Doing Ethics'?
Real-world examples are utilized to illustrate complex ethical concepts and encourage readers to
apply moral reasoning to everyday situations and contemporary issues.

What ethical theories are explored in 'Doing Ethics'?
The book explores various ethical theories, including utilitarianism, deontology, virtue ethics, and
care ethics, providing a comprehensive overview of moral reasoning.



How does 'Doing Ethics' address the concept of cultural
relativism?
The book examines cultural relativism by discussing its implications for moral reasoning and ethical
decision-making, encouraging readers to critically analyze cultural norms and practices.

What contemporary issues are discussed in the context of
ethical reasoning in 'Doing Ethics'?
Contemporary issues discussed include climate change, healthcare ethics, technology and privacy,
social justice movements, and bioethics, providing a relevant framework for ethical discussions.
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