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Doing the Right Thing is an essential concept that resonates deeply within the context of ethical decision-
making and moral integrity. In a world often overshadowed by self-interest and corruption, the principles
outlined by Chuck Colson provide a compelling framework for understanding how to navigate complex
moral landscapes. Colson, a former special counsel to President Nixon and later a dedicated Christian leader,
experienced a dramatic transformation from a life entangled in political scandal to one characterized by
service, redemption, and a commitment to doing the right thing. This article explores Colson's journey, his
philosophy, and the practical implications of his teachings in our lives today.

Chuck Colson: A Life of Contrasts

From Political Power to Prison

Chuck Colson's early career was marked by significant achievements and political power. As a key player
in the Nixon administration, he was known for his shrewdness and ability to navigate the political
landscape. However, his involvement in the Watergate scandal brought about a dramatic turning point in
his life. The scandal not only led to the resignation of President Nixon but also resulted in Colson serving
time in federal prison.

- Key Events Leading to Downfall:
1. Involvement in the Watergate cover-up.
2. Indictment and conviction for obstruction of justice.
3. Sentencing to prison, where he faced the reality of his actions.

During his time in prison, Colson underwent a profound transformation. He encountered the teachings of
Christianity, which played a pivotal role in reshaping his values and priorities. This newfound faith would
later inspire him to dedicate his life to serving others and promoting moral integrity.

Transformation Through Faith

Colson's conversion experience while in prison was not just a personal epiphany; it was a profound
awakening that led him to reevaluate his life and its purpose. He began to understand the importance of
humility, service, and the necessity of doing the right thing, regardless of personal cost.

- Key Aspects of His Transformation:
- Spiritual Awakening: Colson embraced Christianity, which provided him with a moral compass.



- Recognition of Accountability: He acknowledged his past mistakes and the consequences of his actions.
- Commitment to Service: His faith inspired him to focus on helping others, particularly those who had
been marginalized or incarcerated.

This transformation not only redeemed his own life but also set the stage for his future endeavors.

The Founding of Prison Fellowship

In 1976, Colson founded Prison Fellowship, an organization aimed at ministering to prisoners and their
families. The organization sought to provide spiritual guidance, support, and rehabilitation to individuals
who had been incarcerated, emphasizing the importance of doing the right thing even in the most
challenging circumstances.

Mission and Objectives

The mission of Prison Fellowship reflects Colson's belief in the transformative power of faith and moral
integrity. The organization works to:

1. Share the Gospel: Introduce inmates to Christianity and provide spiritual guidance.
2. Promote Restoration: Help individuals rebuild their lives post-incarceration.
3. Advocate for Justice Reform: Address systemic issues within the criminal justice system.

Through these initiatives, Prison Fellowship has made a significant impact on both individual lives and the
broader community, illustrating the importance of doing the right thing in addressing social injustices.

Programs and Initiatives

Prison Fellowship offers various programs designed to support inmates and their families, including:

- Angel Tree: A program that provides Christmas gifts to children of incarcerated parents, fostering
connection and hope.
- Theological Training: Offering Bible studies and religious education to inmates, helping them find
purpose and direction.
- Reentry Support: Assisting former prisoners in reintegrating into society, providing resources for
employment, housing, and counseling.

These programs exemplify Colson's commitment to making a positive difference in the lives of those who
have been marginalized by society.



Ethics and Leadership: Colson's Philosophy

Colson's experiences and transformations led him to articulate a robust philosophy on ethics and leadership.
He believed that true leadership is rooted in moral integrity and a commitment to doing the right thing,
even when it is unpopular or comes at a personal cost.

The Importance of Moral Integrity

Moral integrity is at the heart of Colson's philosophy. He emphasized that leaders must act in accordance
with their values and principles, regardless of external pressures. According to Colson, the following
elements are essential for maintaining integrity:

1. Consistency: Aligning actions with beliefs and values.
2. Transparency: Being open about one's decisions and motivations.
3. Accountability: Taking responsibility for one's actions and their consequences.

By embodying these principles, leaders can inspire others and create a culture of trust and respect.

Doing the Right Thing in Difficult Situations

Colson recognized that doing the right thing is often challenging, especially in high-stakes environments.
He offered guidance on how to navigate these situations effectively:

- Seek Wisdom: Turn to trusted advisors, mentors, and spiritual leaders for guidance.
- Consider Long-Term Consequences: Evaluate how decisions will affect not just immediate outcomes but
also future implications.
- Prioritize Values Over Convenience: Resist the temptation to take shortcuts or compromise on principles
for the sake of expediency.

These strategies can help individuals maintain their moral compass, even in the face of adversity.

The Legacy of Chuck Colson

Chuck Colson's legacy is one of transformation, redemption, and a steadfast commitment to doing the right
thing. His journey from political scandal to prison ministry serves as a powerful reminder that it is never
too late to change and make a positive impact.



Influence on Society and Culture

Through his writings, speeches, and the work of Prison Fellowship, Colson has influenced countless
individuals and contributed to a broader conversation about ethics, justice, and redemption. His insights
continue to resonate in discussions about leadership and moral responsibility.

- Key Contributions:
- Books such as "Born Again" and "How Now Shall We Live?" that explore themes of faith and ethics.
- Advocacy for criminal justice reform and the importance of rehabilitation over mere punishment.
- Encouragement for Christians to engage actively in societal issues, promoting moral principles in public
life.

Inspiration for Future Generations

Colson's life serves as an inspiration for future generations to pursue a path of integrity and service. His
teachings encourage individuals to stand up for what is right, even when faced with challenges or
opposition.

- Lessons to Carry Forward:
1. Embrace personal responsibility for one's actions.
2. Cultivate a life of service and compassion for others.
3. Advocate for justice and integrity in all aspects of life.

In conclusion, doing the right thing is a timeless principle that transcends personal and societal challenges.
Chuck Colson's life and work exemplify the power of transformation through faith and the importance of
moral integrity. His legacy continues to inspire individuals to pursue a path of righteousness, reminding us
all that it is never too late to choose the right path and make a difference in the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Doing the Right Thing' by Chuck Colson?
The main theme of 'Doing the Right Thing' is the importance of moral integrity and the necessity of
making ethical choices in a complex world, emphasizing that doing the right thing often requires personal
sacrifice and courage.

How does Chuck Colson define 'doing the right thing' in his book?
Chuck Colson defines 'doing the right thing' as acting in accordance with one’s values and beliefs, even



when faced with pressure to compromise, and highlights the significance of aligning actions with a moral
compass.

What personal experiences influenced Chuck Colson's writing in 'Doing
the Right Thing'?
Chuck Colson's experiences during the Watergate scandal and his subsequent conversion to Christianity
profoundly influenced his writing, as he reflects on his past mistakes and the transformative power of grace
and redemption.

What role does faith play in the concept of doing the right thing
according to Colson?
Faith plays a crucial role in Colson's concept of doing the right thing, as he argues that a strong moral
foundation rooted in religious beliefs provides the strength and guidance needed to make ethical decisions.

How does Colson address the challenges of making ethical decisions in
today's society?
Colson addresses the challenges of making ethical decisions by acknowledging the pressure of societal norms
and expectations, advocating for a commitment to personal values, and encouraging readers to seek wisdom
and support from their faith communities.

What impact has 'Doing the Right Thing' had on readers and society?
'Doing the Right Thing' has inspired readers to reflect on their own moral choices, promoting discussions
about integrity and ethics in public life, and has influenced many to engage in social justice and community
service.

What practical advice does Colson offer for individuals struggling to do
the right thing?
Colson offers practical advice such as seeking accountability from trusted friends, staying grounded in one’s
values, praying for guidance, and being willing to act courageously in the face of adversity.
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