
domestic violence safety plan worksheet

Domestic violence safety plan worksheet is an essential tool for individuals facing the harrowing reality of
domestic violence. Crafting a safety plan is a proactive step that can significantly enhance the safety and
well-being of those who may be at risk. A safety plan is a personalized, practical plan that includes ways to
remain safe while in a relationship, planning to leave, or after leaving. It can help individuals navigate the
complexities of an abusive relationship, providing them with strategies and resources tailored to their
unique circumstances.

Understanding Domestic Violence

Domestic violence can manifest in various forms, including physical, emotional, psychological, and financial
abuse. Understanding the nature of domestic violence is crucial in forming an effective safety plan.

Types of Domestic Violence

1. Physical Abuse: This includes any form of physical harm, such as hitting, slapping, or choking.
2. Emotional Abuse: This involves undermining an individual’s self-worth through manipulation,
intimidation, or verbal insults.
3. Psychological Abuse: This form of abuse can involve threats, gaslighting, and controlling behaviors.
4. Financial Abuse: This occurs when an abuser exerts control over a victim's financial resources,
preventing them from accessing money or employment.

Recognizing the Signs of Abuse

Awareness of the signs of domestic violence is the first step toward creating a safety plan. Some indicators
include:

- Frequent injuries with vague explanations
- Isolation from friends and family
- Extreme jealousy or possessiveness from a partner
- Sudden changes in behavior or self-esteem
- Financial control or restrictions



Creating a Domestic Violence Safety Plan Worksheet

A domestic violence safety plan worksheet serves as a structured guide to help individuals prepare for
various scenarios. Here’s how to create an effective safety plan:

1. Assess Your Situation

Begin by evaluating your current situation. Consider:

- The severity of the abuse: Is it escalating?
- Your partner’s behaviors: Are they becoming more controlling or threatening?
- Your feelings: Do you feel unsafe, scared, or anxious?

2. Identify Safe Spaces

Establish a list of safe places you can go in case of an emergency. These can include:

- A trusted friend or family member’s house
- Shelters or crisis centers
- Hotels or motels that accept domestic violence survivors
- Public places like libraries or shopping malls

3. Develop an Emergency Escape Plan

Having a clear escape plan can significantly enhance your safety. Steps to include are:

- Identify the fastest routes out of your home.
- Practice leaving your home quickly, if possible.
- Keep essential items in a designated spot, such as:
- Identification and important documents (birth certificates, social security cards)
- Money and credit cards
- Medications and necessary medical supplies
- A change of clothes



4. Create a Safety Network

Building a support network is critical. Identify individuals and resources you can reach out to for help:

- Family and friends: Share your situation with trusted individuals who can provide support.
- Support groups: Find local or online groups that focus on domestic violence.
- Hotlines: Write down the numbers for domestic violence hotlines or local shelters. In the U.S., the
National Domestic Violence Hotline can be reached at 1-800-799-7233.

5. Establish Communication Plans

If you need to leave quickly, having a plan for communication can be vital. Consider:

- Code words: Establish a code word with trusted friends or family members to signal that you need help.
- Secure communication: Use encrypted messaging apps or secure emails to communicate about your plans
without alerting the abuser.

6. Prepare for Emotional Support

Leaving an abusive relationship can be emotionally taxing. Prepare for this by:

- Identifying supportive individuals: List friends, family, or counselors who can provide emotional support.
- Engaging in self-care: Develop strategies for managing stress, such as through exercise, art, or journaling.

7. Legal Considerations

Understanding your legal rights is crucial when creating a safety plan. Consider:

- Restraining Orders: Research how to obtain a restraining order against your partner.
- Legal Assistance: Identify local legal resources or organizations that assist survivors of domestic violence.

8. Plan for Children and Pets

If you have children or pets, plan for their safety as well. Consider:

- Safe places for children to go during an emergency.



- Pet shelters: Know which local shelters can accommodate pets if you need to leave quickly.

9. Financial Planning

Financial independence is vital for a safe exit from a domestic violence situation. Consider:

- Open a separate bank account: If possible, create a bank account in your name only.
- Save money: Start saving small amounts of money for emergencies.
- Explore financial resources: Research local organizations that provide financial assistance for domestic
violence survivors.

Utilizing the Domestic Violence Safety Plan Worksheet

Once you have gathered all the information, it is essential to compile it into a structured worksheet. Here’s
a suggested format:

Domestic Violence Safety Plan Worksheet

- Personal Information:
- Name:
- Address:
- Contact Number:

- Emergency Contacts:
1. Name:
- Relationship:
- Phone Number:
2. Name:
- Relationship:
- Phone Number:

- Safe Places:
- Location 1:
- Location 2:

- Escape Routes:
- Route 1:
- Route 2:



- Essential Items to Take:
- Item 1:
- Item 2:

- Support Network:
- Name:
- Contact Information:

- Legal Resources:
- Legal Aid Office:
- Hotline Number:

- Children and Pets Plan:
- Child’s Name/Plan:
- Pet’s Name/Plan:

- Financial Resources:
- Local Assistance Programs:
- Emergency Funds:

Conclusion

A domestic violence safety plan worksheet is a powerful tool for anyone experiencing domestic violence. It
empowers individuals to take control of their situation, providing a structured approach to safety and
support. Remember, creating a safety plan is just the first step; it’s essential to regularly review and update
the plan as situations change. If you or someone you know is in a domestic violence situation, do not
hesitate to seek help from professionals and support networks. You are not alone, and help is available.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a domestic violence safety plan worksheet?
A domestic violence safety plan worksheet is a tool designed to help individuals assess their situation and
create a personalized plan to enhance their safety and well-being in the event of domestic violence.

What key elements should be included in a safety plan worksheet?
Key elements of a safety plan worksheet typically include emergency contacts, safe places to go, a list of
important documents to take, a code word for trusted friends, and strategies for leaving safely.



How can someone create an effective domestic violence safety plan?
To create an effective domestic violence safety plan, individuals should identify potential risks, develop
escape routes, gather important personal documents, and establish a support network of friends, family, or
local resources.

Who can assist in developing a domestic violence safety plan?
Victim advocacy organizations, counselors, or social workers specializing in domestic violence can provide
guidance and support in developing a comprehensive safety plan.

Is it necessary to update a domestic violence safety plan regularly?
Yes, it's important to regularly review and update a domestic violence safety plan to reflect any changes in
circumstances, relationships, or resources available to ensure ongoing safety.

What should someone do if they feel their safety plan is no longer
effective?
If someone feels their safety plan is no longer effective, they should reassess their situation, seek assistance
from domestic violence resources, and revise their plan to address new risks or changes in their
environment.
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