donna summer another place and time

Donna Summer Another Place and Time is an iconic album that marked a significant
turning point in the legendary singer's career. Released in 1989, the album not only
showcased Summer’s remarkable vocal abilities but also embraced a fresh sound that
captured the essence of the late 80s pop and dance music scene. With its infectious
melodies and poignant lyrics, “Another Place and Time” remains a beloved entry in
Summer’s discography, resonating with both longtime fans and new listeners alike.

The Backstory of "Another Place and Time"

Before diving into the album itself, it's essential to understand the context in which
“Another Place and Time” was created. By the late 1980s, Donna Summer had already
established herself as the "Queen of Disco," known for her powerful voice and hits like
“Hot Stuff” and “Last Dance.” However, the music landscape was evolving, and so was
Summer’s artistic direction.

Transitioning from Disco

In the years leading up to the release of “Another Place and Time,” Summer faced
challenges in adapting to the changing music scene. The disco genre, which had propelled
her to stardom, was waning in popularity, and artists were beginning to explore new
genres such as synth-pop and new wave. Recognizing the need for reinvention, Summer
collaborated with producer Stock Aitken Waterman, a trio known for their work with
numerous successful pop artists of the time.

Collaborative Efforts

Stock Aitken Waterman, comprised of Mike Stock, Matt Aitken, and Pete Waterman,
played a crucial role in shaping the sound of “Another Place and Time.” Their signature
production style, characterized by catchy hooks and upbeat tempos, provided a modern
backdrop for Summer’s vocals. This partnership resulted in a collection of tracks that not
only showcased her talent but also appealed to the contemporary pop audience.

Track-by-Track Breakdown

“Another Place and Time” features several standout tracks that exemplify Summer’s
evolution as an artist. Here’s a closer look at some of the album’s most notable songs:

e “This Time I Know It’s for Real” - The lead single from the album, this upbeat



anthem became a commercial success, reaching the top of the charts in multiple
countries. Its infectious chorus and Summer's powerful vocals made it an instant
classic.

e “I Don’t Wanna Get Hurt” - Another hit single, this track combines danceable
rhythms with heartfelt lyrics about vulnerability and love. Its catchy melody
highlights Summer's ability to convey emotion through her voice.

e “Love’s About to Change My Heart” - This song showcases a more reflective side
of Summer, with lyrics that explore themes of hope and renewal. The production
creates a lush soundscape that complements her vocal delivery.

« “State of Independence” - A powerful ballad that features a gospel-like quality, this
track stands out for its lyrical depth and Summer’s emotive performance. The song
highlights her versatility and ability to tackle various musical styles.

e “Breakaway” - Closing the album, “Breakaway” is an uplifting track that embodies
themes of freedom and self-discovery, making it a fitting conclusion to this era of
Summer’s career.

The Impact of "Another Place and Time"

The release of “Another Place and Time” had a significant impact on Donna Summer’s
career and the music industry at large.

Chart Success

The album performed exceptionally well on the charts, with several singles reaching the
top positions in various countries. “This Time I Know It’s for Real” became one of
Summer’s most successful tracks, reinforcing her status as a pop icon. The album itself
also garnered critical acclaim, solidifying her place in the music scene of the late 80s.

Influence on Future Generations

“Another Place and Time” has left a lasting legacy in the music world. Its blend of pop and
dance elements paved the way for future artists to explore similar sounds. Many
contemporary musicians have cited Summer’s ability to adapt and reinvent herself as an
inspiration, demonstrating the importance of evolution in an artist’s career.



Critical Reception and Legacy

Upon its release, “Another Place and Time” received a mix of reviews from critics, many of
whom praised Summer’s vocal performance and the album's production quality.

Positive Reviews

Critics noted that the collaboration with Stock Aitken Waterman revitalized Summer’s
sound, enabling her to reach a new audience. The album's commercial success and chart-
topping singles further solidified its reputation as a significant work in her catalog.

Enduring Popularity

Years after its initial release, “Another Place and Time” continues to resonate with fans.
The album is often celebrated in retrospectives of Summer’s career and is included in
various compilation albums. Its tracks are frequently featured in dance playlists,
showcasing the enduring appeal of Donna Summer's music.

Conclusion: The Timelessness of Donna Summer

Donna Summer Another Place and Time is more than just an album; it represents a
pivotal moment in the evolution of a legendary artist. The combination of Summer’s
powerful vocals, the innovative production of Stock Aitken Waterman, and the heartfelt
themes explored in the lyrics created a timeless collection of songs that continue to
captivate listeners. As we reflect on the legacy of Donna Summer, “Another Place and
Time” stands out as a testament to her ability to adapt and thrive in an ever-changing
music landscape, securing her place in the pantheon of pop and dance music legends.
Whether you’re revisiting the album or discovering it for the first time, its infectious
energy and emotional depth are sure to leave a lasting impression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Donna Summer's album
‘Another Place and Time' in her career?

Released in 1989, 'Another Place and Time' marked a major comeback for Donna Summer,
showcasing her transition to a more mainstream pop sound while still retaining her disco
roots. The album produced hits like 'This Time I Know It's for Real' and revitalized her
career in the late '80s.



Who were the key collaborators on 'Another Place and
Time'?
The album was primarily produced by Stock Aitken Waterman, a British production trio

known for their work with various pop artists during the late '80s. Their collaboration
helped shape the album's distinctive sound.

What themes are explored in the songs of 'Another
Place and Time'?

The album features themes of love, hope, and self-empowerment, reflecting Donna
Summer's personal journey and her resilience after facing challenges in her career and
life.

How did 'Another Place and Time' perform
commercially?

The album was commercially successful, reaching the top 10 in several countries and
producing multiple chart-topping singles. It solidified Donna Summer's place in the pop
music landscape of the late '80s.

What was the critical reception of 'Another Place and
Time'?

Critics generally praised the album for its catchy production and Summer's powerful
vocals. It is often seen as a strong entry in her discography, showcasing her versatility as
an artist.

How has 'Another Place and Time' influenced
contemporary artists?

The album's blend of dance-pop and disco elements has influenced a number of
contemporary artists, with its production style and themes resonating in today's music,
especially in the dance and pop genres.
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