
doordash sql interview questions

Doordash SQL interview questions are increasingly becoming a focal point for candidates seeking

data-related roles within the rapidly growing on-demand food delivery industry. As companies like

DoorDash leverage data to enhance their services, the demand for data analysts and engineers

proficient in SQL has surged. This article aims to provide an in-depth exploration of common SQL

interview questions that candidates might encounter during the hiring process at DoorDash, along with

tips on how to approach them effectively.

Understanding SQL Basics

Before diving into specific interview questions, it's essential to have a strong grasp of SQL

fundamentals. Candidates should be proficient in writing queries and understand key concepts such

as:

- Database Design: Understand how data is structured in tables, including primary and foreign keys.

- Data Types: Familiarity with various data types such as integers, strings, dates, etc.

- Joins: Knowing how to combine data from multiple tables through INNER JOIN, LEFT JOIN, RIGHT

JOIN, and FULL JOIN.

- Aggregation Functions: Using functions like COUNT(), SUM(), AVG(), MIN(), and MAX() for data

analysis.

- Subqueries: The ability to write nested queries for complex data retrieval.

- Indexes: Understanding how indexes improve query performance.

Common SQL Interview Questions

When preparing for an interview at DoorDash, candidates should be ready to tackle a variety of SQL



questions. Below are some common types of SQL interview questions along with example queries and

explanations.

1. Basic SQL Queries

These questions test a candidate’s ability to write simple SQL statements.

- Question: Write a query to select all columns from the 'orders' table where the order status is

'completed'.

Example Answer:

```sql

SELECT FROM orders WHERE status = 'completed';

```

- Question: How would you find the total number of customers in the 'customers' table?

Example Answer:

```sql

SELECT COUNT() FROM customers;

```

2. Aggregate Functions and Grouping

Questions that require the use of aggregate functions are common, as they help analyze data.

- Question: Write a query to find the average order value from the 'orders' table.

Example Answer:

```sql



SELECT AVG(order_value) FROM orders;

```

- Question: How can you group orders by customer and count how many orders each customer has

placed?

Example Answer:

```sql

SELECT customer_id, COUNT() AS order_count

FROM orders

GROUP BY customer_id;

```

3. Joins

Understanding how to join tables is crucial in SQL. Questions may focus on different types of joins.

- Question: Write a query to find all orders along with customer names by joining 'orders' and

'customers' tables.

Example Answer:

```sql

SELECT o.order_id, c.customer_name

FROM orders o

INNER JOIN customers c ON o.customer_id = c.customer_id;

```

- Question: What is the difference between INNER JOIN and LEFT JOIN?

Example Answer:

INNER JOIN returns only the rows that have matching values in both tables, while LEFT JOIN returns



all rows from the left table and the matched rows from the right table. If there is no match, NULL is

returned for columns from the right table.

4. Subqueries

Subqueries can be used for complex data retrieval. Candidates should be ready to write or explain

them.

- Question: Write a query to find customers who have placed more than 5 orders.

Example Answer:

```sql

SELECT customer_id

FROM orders

GROUP BY customer_id

HAVING COUNT(order_id) > 5;

```

- Question: How would you use a subquery to find the highest order value in the 'orders' table?

Example Answer:

```sql

SELECT FROM orders

WHERE order_value = (SELECT MAX(order_value) FROM orders);

```

5. Data Manipulation

Understanding how to insert, update, and delete data is essential.



- Question: Write a SQL statement to update the order status for a specific order ID.

Example Answer:

```sql

UPDATE orders

SET status = 'shipped'

WHERE order_id = 12345;

```

- Question: How would you delete customers who have not placed any orders?

Example Answer:

```sql

DELETE FROM customers

WHERE customer_id NOT IN (SELECT DISTINCT customer_id FROM orders);

```

6. Performance Optimization

Candidates may also be asked about query performance and optimization strategies.

- Question: What are indexes, and how do they improve query performance?

Example Answer:

Indexes are data structures that improve the speed of data retrieval operations on a database table.

They allow the database engine to find and access data faster, reducing the amount of data that must

be scanned.

- Question: How would you identify slow-running queries in a database?

Example Answer:



You can use the database’s query performance monitoring tools or logs to identify slow-running

queries. Analyzing execution plans can also help understand where performance bottlenecks occur.

Preparing for the Interview

To excel in SQL interviews, particularly at DoorDash, candidates should follow a structured preparation

approach:

1. Practice SQL Queries

Hands-on practice is crucial. Use platforms like LeetCode, HackerRank, or SQLZoo to solve SQL

problems and hone your skills.

2. Understand Business Context

Since DoorDash operates in the food delivery sector, understanding the business model and how data

influences decisions can provide a competitive edge in the interview.

3. Mock Interviews

Participating in mock interviews can help simulate the interview experience. Seek feedback on your

performance to identify areas for improvement.



4. Review Past Projects

Be prepared to discuss your past projects, specifically how you used SQL to solve real-world

problems, optimize processes, or generate insights.

5. Stay Updated

SQL is a constantly evolving field. Keeping up with the latest trends, tools, and best practices can be

beneficial.

Conclusion

Mastering doordash SQL interview questions requires a solid understanding of SQL fundamentals, the

ability to write complex queries, and a familiarity with data analysis concepts relevant to the on-

demand delivery industry. By preparing systematically and practicing diligently, candidates can

significantly enhance their chances of success in securing a data role at DoorDash or similar

companies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common SQL queries that might be asked in a

DoorDash interview?

Common SQL queries include SELECT statements to retrieve data, JOIN operations to combine

tables, and aggregation functions like COUNT, SUM, and AVG to analyze data.



How would you handle NULL values in SQL when querying data for

DoorDash?

You can handle NULL values using the COALESCE function to provide a default value, or by using IS

NULL or IS NOT NULL conditions in your WHERE clause to filter results.

What is the difference between INNER JOIN and LEFT JOIN, and when

would you use them in a DoorDash context?

INNER JOIN returns only the rows with matching values in both tables, while LEFT JOIN returns all

rows from the left table and matched rows from the right table. Use INNER JOIN when you only need

matched data and LEFT JOIN when you need all records from the left table, even if there's no match.

Can you explain the concept of indexing in SQL and its importance for

a company like DoorDash?

Indexing improves the speed of data retrieval operations on a database table. For a company like

DoorDash that relies on quick access to large datasets (like orders and customer information),

effective indexing is crucial for maintaining performance and user experience.

What SQL functions would you use to analyze customer order trends

for DoorDash?

You can use functions like COUNT to determine the number of orders, AVG for average order value,

and GROUP BY to segment data by customer, time period, or location to identify trends.
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