DR JEKYLL AND MR HYDE ORIGINAL

INTRODUCTION TO “DR. JekyLL AND MR. HYDE”

Dr. JexyLL AND MR. HYDE ORIGINAL IS A SEMINAL WORK IN THE REALM OF GOTHIC LITERATURE, PENNED BY THE SCOTTISH
AUTHOR RoBERT Louls STEVENSON IN 188 6. THE NOVELLA EXPLORES THE DUALITY OF HUMAN NATURE AND THE STRUGGLE
BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL, A THEME THAT RESONATES DEEPLY WITH READERS EVEN TODAY. THROUGH ITS RICH NARRATIVE AND
COMPELLING CHARACTERS/ STEVENSON INVITES READERS TO CONTEMPLATE THE COMPLEXITIES OF IDENTITY AND MORALITY.

BACKGROUND OF THE AUTHOR

RoBerT Louls STEVENSON WAS BORN ON NoveMBER 13, 1850, IN EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND. HE IS BEST KNOWN FOR HIS
ADVENTURE NOVELS, INCLUDING “ TREASURE ISLAND” AND “KIDNAPPED.” HOWEVER, IT IS “DR. JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE” THAT HAS
SECURED HIS PLACE IN THE CANON OF CLASSIC LITERATURE. THE INSPIRATION FOR THE STORY CAME DURING A TIME OF PERSONAL
STRUGGLE FOR STEVENSON, COUPLED WITH HIS FASCINATION WITH THE DARKER SIDES OF HUMAN NATURE.

Lire AND TIMES OF STEVENSON

STEVENSON LIVED DURING THE VICTORIAN ERA, A PERIOD MARKED BY STRICT SOCIAL CONVENTIONS AND A BURGEONING INTEREST
IN PSYCHOLOGY AND THE HUMAN MIND. THIS BACKDROP IS CRUCIAL FOR UNDERSTANDING THE THEMES OF ”DR._JEKYLL AND MR.
HyYDE.” THE NOVELLA WAS CONCEIVED DURING A TIME WHEN THE DUALITY OF MAN WAS A SUBJECT OF INTENSE DEBATE,
INFLUENCED BY THE EVOLUTION OF SCIENTIFIC THOUGHT AND THE EMERGING FIELD OF PSYCHOLOGY.

PLoT SUMMARY

THE STORY IS PRIMARILY NARRATED THROUGH THE PERSPECTIVE OF MR. GABRIEL JOHN UTTERSON, A LAWYER AND CLOSE FRIEND
OF DR. JEKYLL. THE NARRATIVE UNFOLDS AS UTTERSON INVESTIGATES THE MYSTERIOUS CONNECTION BETWEEN DR. JEKYLL AND
THE MALEVOLENT FIGURE OF MR. HYDE. BELOW IS AN OUTLINE OF THE PLOT:

1. UTTERSON DISCOVERS A WILL THAT STATES IN THE EVENT OF DR.JEKYLLIS DISAPPEARANCE OR DEATH, ALL HIS
POSSESSIONS SHOULD BE TRANSFERRED TO MR. HYDE.

2. UTTERSON'S CONCERN GROWS AS HE LEARNS ABOUT HYDE'S VIOLENT BEHAVIOR, INCLUDING THE BRUTAL TRAMPLING OF
A YOUNG GIRL.

3. AFTER A SERIES OF EERIE ENCOUNTERS, UTTERSON CONFRONTS DR.JEKYLL, WHO INSISTS ON HIS FRIENDSHIP WITH HYDE
BUT REMAINS EVASIVE.

4. AS THE STORY PROGRESSES, UTTERSON UNCOVERS THE HORRIFYING TRUTH: HYDE IS THE ALTER EGO OFJEKYLL/ BORN
FROM HIS EXPERIMENTS IN SEPARATING THE GOOD AND EVIL WITHIN HIMSELF.

5. THE CLIMAX REVEALS THE TRAGIC CONSEQUENCES OFJEKYLLIS DUALITY, LEADING TO HIS ULTIMATE DOWNFALL.



THEMES AND MOTIFS

”DR._JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE” DELVES INTO SEVERAL SIGNIFICANT THEMES THAT HIGHLIGHT THE COMPLEXITIES OF HUMAN NATURE:

THe DUALITY oF HUMAN NATURE

ONE OF THE CENTRAL THEMES OF THE NOVELLA IS THE DUALITY OF HUMAN NATURE. STEVENSON ILLUSTRATES THE IDEA THAT
EVERY INDIVIDUAL POSSESSES BOTH GOOD AND EVIL IMPULSES. DR.JEKYLL EMBODIES THE SOCIALLY ACCEPTABLE FACADE, WHILE
MR. HYDE REPRESENTS THE REPRESSED, DARKER SIDE OF HIS PERSONALITY. THIS DUALITY PROMPTS READERS TO QUESTION THEIR
UNDERSTANDING OF MORALITY AND IDENTITY.

VICTORIAN SOCIETY AND REPRESSION

THE NOVELLA IS OFTEN SEEN AS A CRITIQUE OF VICTORIAN SOCIETY, WHICH EMPHASIZED MORAL RECTITUDE AND PROPRIETY.
THE STRICT SOCIAL NORMS OF THE TIME LED INDIVIDUALS TO SUPPRESS THEIR BASER INSTINCTS.JEKYLL’S TRANSFORMATION
INTO HYDE CAN BE INTERPRETED AS A REBELLION AGAINST THE CONSTRAINTS OF SOCIETY, ALLOWING HIM TO INDULGE IN HIS

DARKER DESIRES WITHOUT FEAR OF JUDGMENT.

SCIENCE AND ETHICS

STEVENSON ALSO ENGAGES WITH THE THEME OF SCIENTIFIC EXPLORATION AND ITS ETHICAL IMPLICATIONS. THE CHARACTER OF
DR.JEKYLL REPRESENTS THE ARCHETYPAL SCIENTIST WHO, IN HIS QUEST FOR KNOWLEDGE, OVERSTEPS MORAL BOUNDARIES. His
EXPERIMENTS TO SEPARATE THE GOOD AND EVIL ASPECTS OF HIS PERSONALITY ULTIMATELY LEAD TO CATASTROPHIC
CONSEQUENCES, RAISING QUESTIONS ABOUT THE RESPONSIBILITY OF SCIENTISTS AND THE ETHICAL LIMITS OF EXPERIMENTATION.

CHARACTER ANALYSIS

HE CHARACTERS IN “DR. JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE” ARE INTRICATELY CRAFTED, EACH SERVING TO ENHANCE THE NOVELLA’S
1
HEMES.

Dr. HENRY JEKYLL

DR.JEKYLL IS A WELL-RESPECTED SCIENTIST AND PHYSICIAN WHO EMBODIES THE IDEALS OF VICTORIAN SOCIETY. HE IS
INTELLIGENT, CHARISMATIC, AND SOCIALLY CONSCIOUS. HO\)VE\/ER, HIS INTERNAL STRUGGLE WITH HIS DARKER IMPULSES LEADS
HIM TO CREATE A POTION THAT TRANSFORMS HIM INTO MR. HYDE, ALLOWING HIM TO ESCAPE SOCIETAL CONSTRAINTS.JEKYLL,S
TRAGIC FLAW IS HIS INABILITY TO RECONCILE THE TWO SIDES OF HIS NATURE, ULTIMATELY LEADING TO HIS DEMISE.

MRr. EDWARD HYDE

MR. HYDE IS THE EMBODIMENT OFJEKYLL’S SUPPRESSED DESIRES AND DARKER INSTINCTS. HE IS DESCRIBED AS PHYSICALLY
REPULSIVE AND MORALLY REPREHENSIBLE, ENGAGING IN ACTS OF VIOLENCE AND CRUELTY. HYDE REPRESENTS THE PRIMAL ASPECTS
OF HUMAN NATURE THAT SOCIETY SEEKS TO REPRESS. HIS EXISTENCE SERVES AS A STARK CONTRAST TOJEKYLLIS RESPECTABLE
PERSONA, HIGHLIGHTING THE TENSION BETWEEN CIVILIZATION AND SAVAGERY.



GABRIEL JOHN UTTERSON

UTTERSON, THE NOVELLA'S NARRATOR, SERVES AS A MORAL COMPASS AND A LENS THROUGH WHICH READERS VIEW THE
UNFOLDING DRAMA. AS A LAWYER, HE IS RATIONAL AND LEVEL-HEADED, EMBODYING THE VICTORIAN IDEAL OF REASON. His
INVESTIGATION INTOJEKYLL AND HYDE’S RELATIONSHIP ALLOWS READERS TO UNCOVER THE TRUTH ABOUT THE DUALITY OF
MAN AND THE DANGERS OF UNCHECKED DESIRES.

LITERARY SIGNIFICANCE

"DR.JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE” HOLDS A SIGNIFICANT PLACE IN LITERATURE, INFLUENCING COUNTLESS WORKS ACROSS VARIOUS
GENRES. |TS EXPLORATION OF THE DUALITY OF HUMAN NATURE HAS INSPIRED ADAPTATIONS IN FILM, THEATER, AND OTHER MEDIA.

IMPACT ON GOTHIC LITERATURE

THE NOVELLA IS A QUINTESSENTIAL EXAMPLE OF GOTHIC LITERATURE, COMBINING SUSPENSEFUL STORYTELLING WITH
PSYCHOLOGICAL DEPTH. |TS THEMES OF IDENTITY AND MORALITY RESONATE WITH READERS, MAKING IT A STAPLE IN DISCUSSIONS
OF HUMAN BEHAVIOR AND ETHICS.

MoDERN ADAPTATIONS

THE NARRATIVE HAS BEEN ADAPTED INTO NUMEROUS FILMS, TELEVISION SHOWS, AND STAGE PRODUCTIONS, EACH OFFERING A
UNIQUE INTERPRETATION OF THE ORIGINAL STORY. THESE ADAPTATIONS OFTEN EMPHASIZE DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF THE
CHARACTERS AND THEMES, SHOWCASING THE TIMELESS NATURE OF STEVENSON’S WORK.

CONCLUSION

IN CONCLUSION, ”DE.JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE ORIGINAL” REMAINS A PROFOUND EXPLORATION OF THE COMPLEXITIES OF HUMAN
NATURE, MORALITY, AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF REPRESSION. RoBERT Louls STEVENSON’S MASTERFUL STORYTELLING INVITES
READERS TO REFLECT ON THEIR OWN IDENTITIES AND THE ETERNAL STRUGGLE BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL. THE NOVELLA'S
ENDURING RELEVANCE IN MODERN CULTURE AND LITERATURE IS A TESTAMENT TO ITS POWERFUL THEMES AND RICH
CHARACTERIZATIONS. AS SOCIETY CONTINUES TO GRAPPLE WITH QUESTIONS OF MORALITY AND IDENTITY, STEVENSON'S WORK
WILL UNDOUBTEDLY RETAIN ITS SIGNIFICANCE FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE PRIMARY THEME OF ‘DR. JekyLL AND MRr. HYDE'?

THE PRIMARY THEME OF ,DR.JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE' IS THE DUALITY OF HUMAN NATURE, EXPLORING THE CONFLICT BETWEEN THE
CIVILIZED SELF AND THE PRIMAL INSTINCTS.

\WHO IS THE AUTHOR OF ‘DR. JEkYLL AND MR. HYDE'?

THE AUTHOR OF 'DR. JekYLL AND MR. HYDE' IS ROBERT LouUIS STEVENSON, PUBLISHED IN 1886.



\W/HAT SCIENTIFIC EXPERIMENTS DOES DR. JEKYLL CONDUCT?

DR.JEKYLL CONDUCTS EXPERIMENTS AIMED AT SEPARATING THE GOOD AND EVIL ASPECTS OF HIS PERSONALITY, LEADING TO THE
CREATION OF HIS ALTER EGO, Mr. HYDE.

How DOES THE CHARACTER OF MR. HYDE REPRESENT THE DARKER SIDE OF HUMANITY?

MR. HYDE REPRESENTS THE DARKER SIDE OF HUMANITY BY EMBODYING THE REPRESSED DESIRES AND IMMORAL ACTIONS THAT
SOCIETY DEEMS UNACCEPTABLE.

\WHAT NARRATIVE STYLE IS USED IN ‘DR. JEkYLL AND Mr. HYDE'?

THE NARRATIVE STYLE OF IDR.JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE' IS PRIMARILY A THIRD-PERSON PERSPECTIVE, UTILIZING MULTIPLE
VIEWPOINTS AND LETTERS TO UNFOLD THE STORY.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SETTING IN ‘DR. JEkyLL AND MR. HYDE'?

THE SETTING OF VICTORIAN LONDON IS SIGNIFICANT AS IT REFLECTS THE THEMES OF REPRESSION AND MORAL CONFLICT, SERVING
AS A BACKDROP FOR THE CHARACTERS STRUGGLES.

How DoEs THE STORY OF ‘DRr. JekyLL AND MR. HYDe' END?

THE STORY ENDS WITH DR.JEKYLL LOSING CONTROL OVER MR. HYDE, ULTIMATELY LEADING TO HIS TRAGIC DEMISE AS HE
CHOOSES TO END HIS OWN LIFE TO PREVENT HYDE FROM CAUSING FURTHER HARM.
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