
dr jekyll and mr hyde study guide
questions
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde study guide questions are essential tools for students and
literature enthusiasts who wish to explore the complex themes, characters, and narrative
structure of Robert Louis Stevenson's classic novella. This article will provide a
comprehensive study guide that addresses critical questions and themes within the text, as
well as discussion points that will help deepen your understanding of this literary
masterpiece. Whether you are preparing for an exam, writing an essay, or simply trying to
grasp the nuances of the story, this guide will serve as a valuable resource.

Overview of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Robert Louis Stevenson’s "Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde," published in 1886,
delves into the dual nature of humanity. The novella presents a chilling tale of a man who
experiments with his own identity and morality, leading to horrific consequences. The story
is primarily set in Victorian London and unfolds through the eyes of Mr. Gabriel John
Utterson, a lawyer and friend of Dr. Jekyll.

Key Themes to Explore

Understanding the central themes of the novella will help answer many of the study guide
questions. Here are some of the key themes:

Duality of Human Nature: The most significant theme, showcasing the struggle
between good and evil within individuals.

Repression and Freedom: Examines societal norms and the consequences of
repressing one’s desires.

Identity and Transformation: Focuses on the fluidity of identity and the
transformations that individuals undergo.

Science and Ethics: Questions the moral implications of scientific experimentation.

Study Guide Questions

Below are some thought-provoking questions that can facilitate discussions and deepen
your analysis of the text.



Character Analysis

1. Who is Dr. Jekyll?
- Discuss his background, his social standing, and his internal conflict.

2. What is the significance of Mr. Hyde?
- Analyze how Hyde represents the darker aspects of Jekyll's personality.

3. How does Utterson serve as the moral compass in the story?
- Explore Utterson's role in the narrative and his relationship with Jekyll and Hyde.

4. What role does Dr. Lanyon play in the story?
- Examine Lanyon's views on science and how they contrast with Jekyll's experiments.

Plot Development

1. How does the story begin, and what initial questions does it raise?
- Consider the opening chapters and how they set the tone for the novella.

2. What is the significance of the “door” in the story?
- Discuss how the door symbolizes the barrier between Jekyll’s public persona and Hyde’s
dark existence.

3. How does the tension build throughout the novella?
- Identify key events that escalate the conflict and how they affect the characters.

4. What is the climax of the story?
- Discuss the pivotal moment when Jekyll and Hyde's identities are revealed.

Thematic Exploration

1. In what ways does Stevenson explore the theme of duality?
- Provide examples from the text that illustrate the coexistence of good and evil.

2. How does the setting of Victorian London contribute to the themes of the novella?
- Analyze how the historical and social context enhances the story's moral dilemmas.

3. What moral questions does Jekyll's experiment raise?
- Discuss the implications of playing God and the boundaries of scientific inquiry.

4. How does the novella reflect the anxieties of the Victorian era?
- Explore themes of repression, sexuality, and the fear of the unknown.



Literary Devices

1. What role does foreshadowing play in the novella?
- Identify instances of foreshadowing and their impact on the reader’s expectations.

2. How does Stevenson use symbolism throughout the story?
- Examine significant symbols, such as the potion, the other side of the door, and the
character of Hyde.

3. What narrative technique does Stevenson employ?
- Discuss the use of multiple perspectives and how it shapes the reader's understanding.

4. How does the tone of the novella contribute to its overall message?
- Analyze the author’s tone and how it affects the reader's emotional response.

Discussion Points

Engaging in discussions can enhance understanding of the novella. Here are some points to
consider:

- The nature of evil: Is Hyde purely evil, or is he a product of Jekyll’s repressed desires?
- The impact of societal expectations: How do societal pressures shape Jekyll's experiments
and ultimate fate?
- Personal responsibility: To what extent is Jekyll responsible for Hyde's actions?
- Modern relevance: How do the themes of duality and identity resonate in today's society?

Conclusion

The exploration of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde study guide questions offers a
comprehensive framework for understanding this timeless tale of morality, identity, and the
human psyche. By engaging with these questions and themes, readers can delve deeper
into the complexities of Stevenson’s work and appreciate its relevance across generations.
Whether through character analysis, thematic exploration, or literary devices, this study
guide serves as a roadmap for a richer experience with the text.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?
The primary theme is the duality of human nature, exploring the struggle between good
and evil within individuals.



How does Dr. Jekyll's experimentation lead to his
transformation into Mr. Hyde?
Dr. Jekyll creates a potion that separates his good side from his darker impulses, leading to
the emergence of Mr. Hyde as his evil alter ego.

What role does setting play in the story?
The setting of Victorian London reflects the societal norms and moral constraints of the
time, enhancing the contrast between Jekyll's respectable life and Hyde's criminal activities.

How do the characters of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
represent different aspects of the same person?
Dr. Jekyll represents the socially accepted, moral side, while Mr. Hyde embodies the
repressed desires and darker instincts, showcasing the conflict between societal
expectation and personal freedom.

What is the significance of the relationship between
Jekyll and Utterson?
Utterson, as Jekyll's friend and lawyer, represents reason and morality, and his investigation
into Hyde reveals the consequences of Jekyll's choices and the nature of friendship.

What does the transformation from Jekyll to Hyde
symbolize?
The transformation symbolizes the struggle against repression and the consequences of
indulging in one's baser instincts, highlighting the dangers of unchecked desires.

How does Stevenson use foreshadowing in the novel?
Stevenson uses foreshadowing through the ominous descriptions of Hyde and the gradual
revelation of his connection to Jekyll, hinting at the impending tragedy.

What is the significance of the title 'Strange Case of Dr
Jekyll and Mr Hyde'?
The title emphasizes the peculiar and unsettling relationship between the two identities,
suggesting the complexity of human nature and moral ambiguity.

How does the narrative structure affect the reader's
understanding of the story?
The narrative structure, which includes multiple perspectives and the gradual unveiling of
the truth, creates suspense and encourages the reader to piece together Jekyll's dual



identity.
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