
dr jekyll and mr hyde study questions
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde study questions are essential tools for students and
readers aiming to delve deeper into Robert Louis Stevenson's classic novella.
This literary work, first published in 1886, explores the duality of human
nature, the conflict between good and evil, and the complexities of identity.
As such, crafting insightful study questions can enhance comprehension and
provoke critical thinking about the text's themes, characters, and narrative
structure. In this article, we will discuss various study questions,
categorized by themes and characters, to facilitate a comprehensive
understanding of "Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde."

Understanding the Themes

The Duality of Human Nature
One of the central themes of "Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde" is the duality of human
nature. The struggle between the civilized self (Dr. Jekyll) and the primal
instincts (Mr. Hyde) raises profound questions about morality and identity.

What does the transformation of Dr. Jekyll into Mr. Hyde reveal about
the nature of good and evil?

How does Stevenson use the character of Mr. Hyde to illustrate the
darker aspects of humanity?

In what ways can Dr. Jekyll be seen as a representation of society’s
repression of desires?

How does the relationship between Jekyll and Hyde reflect the conflict
within individuals to balance their moral and immoral tendencies?

Victorian Society and Repression
The novella is set in Victorian England, a period marked by strict social
codes and moral expectations. This context is crucial for understanding the
characters and their actions.

How does the setting of Victorian London contribute to the story's
atmosphere and themes?

In what ways does the novella critique the moral rigidity of Victorian



society?

What role does reputation play in the lives of the characters,
particularly Dr. Jekyll?

How does the fear of societal judgment influence Dr. Jekyll's
experiments and ultimate downfall?

Science and Ethics
Stevenson's work also raises questions about the ethics of scientific
exploration and the consequences of playing God.

What ethical dilemmas does Dr. Jekyll face in his experiments with human
nature?

How does the novella reflect contemporary fears about scientific
advancement and its potential consequences?

What can be inferred about the relationship between science and morality
in the context of Jekyll’s experiments?

How does the transformation into Mr. Hyde serve as a commentary on the
risks associated with unchecked scientific ambition?

Character Analysis

Dr. Jekyll
Dr. Henry Jekyll is a complex character who embodies the struggle between
good and evil, rationality and chaos.

What motivates Dr. Jekyll to create the potion that transforms him into
Mr. Hyde?

How does Jekyll’s view of himself evolve throughout the story?

What are the consequences of Jekyll’s attempts to separate his dual
nature?

In what ways does Dr. Jekyll represent the conflict between societal
expectations and personal desires?



Mr. Hyde
Mr. Edward Hyde is the embodiment of Jekyll's darker impulses and serves as a
foil to his character.

How does Mr. Hyde differ from Dr. Jekyll in terms of personality and
behavior?

What does Mr. Hyde’s physical appearance suggest about his character?

In what ways does Mr. Hyde act as a catalyst for Dr. Jekyll’s
transformation and ultimate demise?

How does the character of Hyde challenge the notion of identity within
the novella?

Utterson and Lanyon
Both Mr. Utterson and Dr. Lanyon serve as important supporting characters who
contribute to the narrative and thematic elements of the story.

What role does Mr. Utterson play in the story as the narrator and
investigator of Jekyll's secrets?

How does Mr. Utterson’s reaction to Jekyll’s transformation reflect the
societal norms of the time?

In what ways does Dr. Lanyon serve as a contrasting character to Dr.
Jekyll, particularly in their views on science?

What is the significance of Lanyon’s disbelief in Jekyll’s experiments,
and how does it impact the story's outcome?

Important Plot Points

Understanding the key plot points is crucial for grasping the overall
narrative structure and its implications.

What event triggers Mr. Utterson's investigation into Dr. Jekyll's1.
relationship with Mr. Hyde?



How does the murder of Sir Danvers Carew serve as a turning point in the2.
novella?

What is the significance of the letter from Dr. Jekyll to Mr. Utterson3.
in revealing Jekyll's internal struggle?

How does the final transformation into Mr. Hyde represent the4.
culmination of Jekyll's internal conflict?

Conclusion

In conclusion, Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde study questions provide a framework for
readers to explore the novella's profound themes, complex characters, and
moral dilemmas. By engaging with these questions, students can enhance their
understanding of the text and appreciate Stevenson's exploration of human
nature's dual aspects. Whether through individual study or group discussion,
these questions serve as valuable tools for unlocking the rich layers of
meaning within this timeless literary work.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Dr. Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde'?
The main themes include duality of human nature, the conflict between good
and evil, the limits of scientific exploration, and the impact of repression.

How does Stevenson portray the character of Dr.
Jekyll?
Dr. Jekyll is portrayed as a respected scientist who struggles with his
darker impulses and ultimately seeks to separate his good and evil selves
through his experiments.

What role does Mr. Hyde play in the story?
Mr. Hyde represents the uncontrolled, darker side of Dr. Jekyll's
personality, embodying his repressed desires and moral corruption.

How does the setting contribute to the overall mood



of the novella?
The foggy, dark London setting enhances the themes of mystery and duality,
creating an atmosphere that reflects the hidden nature of the characters'
identities.

What is the significance of the relationship between
Jekyll and Hyde?
The relationship symbolizes the internal struggle between the civilized self
and the primal instincts, illustrating the complexity of human identity.

What is the climax of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?
The climax occurs when Dr. Jekyll loses control over his transformations into
Mr. Hyde, leading to tragic consequences and his ultimate downfall.

How does Stevenson use foreshadowing in the novella?
Foreshadowing is used through character dialogues and events that hint at
Jekyll's struggles and Hyde's violent nature, creating suspense and
anticipation.

What does the potion symbolize in the story?
The potion symbolizes the dangerous allure of scientific experimentation and
the desire to escape moral responsibility, reflecting the consequences of
unchecked ambition.

How does the narrative structure affect the reader's
understanding of the characters?
The use of a third-person limited perspective and multiple viewpoints allows
readers to piece together the mystery of Jekyll and Hyde, deepening their
understanding of the characters' complexities.

What is the ultimate message of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde' regarding the nature of humanity?
The novella suggests that every individual has both good and evil within
them, and the struggle to reconcile these two sides is a fundamental aspect
of the human experience.
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