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DraftSight Instruction Manual

DraftSight is a powerful 2D and 3D CAD (Computer-Aided Design) software application
that allows users to create, edit, and view DWG files with ease. Its intuitive interface and
robust features make it a favorite among professionals, students, and hobbyists alike. This
instruction manual will guide you through the essential features of DraftSight, enabling
you to maximize its capabilities, whether you’re drafting simple designs or intricate
structures.

Getting Started with DraftSight

Before diving into the features, it's important to understand how to set up and navigate
DraftSight.

Installation

1. Download: Visit the official DraftSight website and download the appropriate version for
your operating system (Windows, Mac, or Linux).

2. Installation Process:

- Double-click the downloaded file to begin the installation.

- Follow the on-screen instructions, accepting the license agreement and choosing the
installation folder.

- Complete the installation by clicking "Finish."

3. Activation: After installation, you may need to activate your software using the product
key provided during purchase.

User Interface Overview

Upon launching DraftSight, you will encounter a user-friendly interface. Familiarizing
yourself with the layout will enhance your drafting efficiency.

- Menu Bar: Located at the top, it provides access to all commands and tools.

- Toolbars: These can be customized and contain icons for frequently used commands.
- Command Line: This area is crucial for entering commands manually, especially for
advanced users.

- Drawing Area: The central workspace where you create and manipulate your designs.
- Status Bar: Displays the current settings and modes, such as grid and snap options.



Basic Drawing Tools

DraftSight offers a variety of drawing tools that are essential for creating basic shapes and
designs.

Line Tool

- To draw a line, select the Line tool from the toolbar or type "LINE" in the command line.
- Click to specify the starting point and then click again to set the endpoint.

- You can continue drawing connected lines by clicking additional points or press "ESC" to
end the command.

Circle Tool

- Select the Circle tool or type "CIRCLE" in the command line.

- You can create a circle by specifying the center point and radius or by using the diameter
option.

- There are also options to create circles tangent to lines or other circles.

Rectangle Tool

- To draw a rectangle, select the Rectangle tool or type "RECTANGLE".
- Click to set the first corner and drag to the opposite corner, or enter specific dimensions
in the command line.

Editing Tools

Editing existing drawings is just as important as creating new ones. DraftSight provides a
suite of editing tools to modify your designs easily.

Move Tool

- Select the Move tool or type "MOVE" in the command line.
- Choose the object(s) you wish to move, and then specify a base point and a second point
to relocate the object.

Copy Tool



- Use the Copy command (' COPY ) to duplicate objects.
- Select the object(s), specify a base point, and then set the location for the copied object.

Rotate Tool

- The Rotate command (" ROTATE ") allows you to rotate objects around a specified point.
- Select the object(s), indicate the rotation base point, and then enter the rotation angle.

Advanced Features

DraftSight is not just for basic drafting; it also includes advanced functionalities for
professional use.

Layers Management

Layers help organize different elements of your drawing, making it easier to manage
complex designs.

- Creating a New Layer:

1. Open the Layers Manager from the menu or type "LAYER".
2. Click on New Layer and enter a name.

3. Set properties like color and line type for visibility.

- Using Layers:
- Assign objects to layers by selecting the object, then choosing the layer from the
properties panel.

Dimensioning Tools

Accurate dimensioning is crucial in CAD drawings, and DraftSight provides a suite of
dimensioning tools.

- Linear Dimension: Use the ' DIMLINEAR" command to create horizontal or vertical
dimensions.

- Aligned Dimension: The "DIMALIGNED" command allows for dimensions that follow the
angle of the object.

- Angular Dimension: Utilize 'DIMANGULAR" to measure angles between two lines.

Importing and Exporting Files

One of the strengths of DraftSight is its ability to work with various file formats.



Importing Files

- DraftSight supports DWG and DXF formats, among others. To import:
1. Go to File > Open.

2. Select the file type from the dropdown menu and locate your file.

3. Click Open to load the file into DraftSight.

Exporting Files

- To save your work in different formats:

1. Click File > Save As.

2. Choose the desired file format from the dropdown (DWG, DXF, PDF, etc.).
3. Specify the filename and location, then click Save.

Customizing DraftSight

Customization is key to improving your workflow in DraftSight.

Shortcuts and Commands

- You can create custom shortcut keys for frequently used commands:
1. Navigate to Tools > Customize.
2. Select the Keyboard tab to assign new shortcuts.

Creating Templates

Having a template can save time for repetitive tasks.

- To create a template:

1. Set up your drawing with preferred layers, styles, and settings.
2. Click File > Save As, and choose the template file format (DWT).
3. Name your template and save it in a designated templates folder.

Conclusion

DraftSight is an exceptionally versatile CAD tool that caters to a wide array of users, from
beginners to experienced professionals. This DraftSight instruction manual has introduced
you to the key functionalities, from basic drawing and editing to advanced features like
layers and dimensioning tools. By mastering these tools, you’ll be well on your way to
creating precise and professional designs in a user-friendly environment. Whether you're



working on architectural plans, engineering designs, or simple schematics, DraftSight
provides the tools you need to bring your ideas to life. Happy drafting!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is DraftSight and what are its primary uses?

DraftSight is a professional-grade 2D and 3D CAD software that allows users to create,
edit, and view DWG files. It is primarily used for drafting, designing, and engineering
tasks in various industries.

Where can I find the DraftSight instruction manual?

The DraftSight instruction manual can be found on the official DraftSight website under
the 'Support' or 'Resources' section, where users can download the manual in PDF format.

How can I access keyboard shortcuts in DraftSight?

Keyboard shortcuts in DraftSight can be accessed by navigating to the 'Help' menu and
selecting 'Keyboard Shortcuts' or by checking the DraftSight instruction manual for a
complete list of shortcuts.

Is there a way to customize the DraftSight interface?

Yes, users can customize the DraftSight interface by accessing the 'Options' dialog from
the 'Tools' menu, allowing them to change toolbars, palettes, and other settings to suit
their workflow.

Can DraftSight handle 3D modeling, and where can 1
learn how to use these features?

Yes, DraftSight can handle 3D modeling. Users can learn how to use these features by
referring to the 3D modeling section in the DraftSight instruction manual or by accessing
online tutorials and webinars.

What troubleshooting steps are recommended for
common DraftSight issues?

Common troubleshooting steps for DraftSight issues include checking for software
updates, resetting the workspace, consulting the FAQs in the instruction manual, and
reaching out to customer support for assistance.
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