
dragon age origins ancient history

Dragon Age: Origins is not just a tale of heroes and battles; it is steeped in a rich tapestry of ancient history
that shapes its world. The lore of Thedas, the continent where Dragon Age is set, spans thousands of years
and includes the rise and fall of empires, the emergence of different races, and the cyclical nature of the
Darkspawn threat. Understanding this ancient history is crucial for appreciating the depth of the narrative in
Dragon Age: Origins and its sequels.

Overview of Thedas

Thedas is divided into several regions, each with its own culture, politics, and history. The main regions include:

- Ferelden: The setting of Dragon Age: Origins, a land of nobility, commoners, and a rich tapestry of folklore.
- Orlais: Known for its opulence and political intrigue, this region has a deeply entrenched nobility and is often
seen as the heart of culture in Thedas.
- Tevinter Imperium: An ancient empire known for its powerful mages and a history steeped in slavery and
conquest.
- The Anderfels: A rugged land that is home to the Grey Wardens, known for their eternal struggle against the
Darkspawn.
- The Free Marches: A collection of city-states that trade and govern themselves independently.

Each of these regions plays a significant role in the history of Thedas, particularly in relation to the ancient
events that shaped their current state.

The Ancient Elven Civilization

One of the most important aspects of Thedas's ancient history is the rise and fall of the Elven civilization,
which flourished long before humans arrived.

The Golden Age of the Elves

- The elves were once the dominant race in Thedas, living in harmony with nature and practicing a form of magic
that was deeply connected to the Fade, the realm of dreams and spirits.
- They established vast cities, known as the Dales, where art, magic, and culture flourished.
- Elven society was matriarchal, with a focus on the worship of their gods, especially Elgar'nan, the god of
justice, and Falon'Din, the god of death.

The Arrival of Humans

- The arrival of humans marked the beginning of significant changes. They settled in the lands previously
occupied by the elves, leading to conflicts and a gradual decline of elven power.
- The humans, particularly the Tevinter Imperium, sought to exploit the elves and their magical capabilities,
leading to the enslavement of many elven people.
- This period was marked by strife and warfare, as the elves fought to reclaim their lands and preserve their
culture.



The Fall of the Elven Civilization

The decline of the elven civilization can be attributed to several key events:

The Dales and the Exile

- The Dales became a symbol of elven pride, but after the Human-Tevinter War, the elves were forced to retreat
into isolated communities.
- In a significant act of defiance, the elves created the Dales, a homeland where they could establish their
culture and resist human encroachment.
- However, their autonomy was short-lived. The Chantry, a religious organization, declared war on the elves,
leading to their ultimate exile.

The Blight and the Darkspawn

- The rise of the Darkspawn, a race of monstrous creatures that emerge from the Deep Roads, marked another
significant blow to the elven civilization.
- The first Blight, initiated by the Archdemon, devastated much of Thedas, leading to the further decline of
elven cities and the loss of their magic.
- Elven society splintered, leading to the creation of the Dalish, nomadic elves who sought to preserve their
culture and traditions.

The Role of the Grey Wardens

The Grey Wardens are an elite group dedicated to combating the Darkspawn and preventing Blights. Their origins
are closely tied to the ancient history of Thedas.

Founding of the Grey Wardens

- The Grey Wardens were founded during the First Blight, when they united humans and elves against the
Darkspawn threat.
- They were initially formed by a group of heroes who sought to end the Blight through the use of a powerful
ritual that involved drinking the blood of a Darkspawn, granting them enhanced abilities and knowledge of their
enemies.

Key Events in Grey Warden History

1. The First Blight: The Grey Wardens played a pivotal role in defeating the Archdemon Dumat, leading to the
end of the First Blight.
2. The Second Blight: During this period, the Wardens faced challenges as the Darkspawn adapted and became
more formidable.
3. The Third Blight: Marked by an unprecedented scale of Darkspawn emergence, the Grey Wardens fought
valiantly to protect the realms of man and elf alike.



The Chantry and the Age of Faith

The Chantry, an important organization in Dragon Age, rose to prominence after the fall of the elven
civilization, shaping the religious landscape of Thedas.

The Creation of the Chantry

- The Chantry was established after the events of the First Blight, aiming to bring order and faith to a world
ravaged by chaos.
- It emphasized the worship of Andraste, a prophet who united the humans against the Darkspawn and promoted
a monotheistic belief system that sought to replace the old elven pantheon.

Influence of the Chantry

- The Chantry played a significant role in shaping the political landscape, influencing kings and leaders across
Thedas.
- It also promoted the idea of human superiority, often marginalizing the elven race and reinforcing their status
as a lesser people.
- This led to ongoing tensions between humans and elves, shaping society in ways that would echo through the
ages.

Conclusion

The ancient history of Dragon Age: Origins is a rich and complex narrative that informs the world of Thedas.
The rise and fall of the elven civilization, the establishment of the Grey Wardens, and the influence of the
Chantry all contribute to the backdrop against which the events of the game unfold. As players engage with
the story, they encounter the remnants of these ancient civilizations, their struggles, and their legacies.
Understanding this history not only enhances the gaming experience but also provides insight into the ongoing
conflicts and themes that resonate throughout the Dragon Age series. The interplay between the past and
present, the cyclical nature of conflict, and the quest for identity and redemption are central to the stories
that unfold in this intricate and immersive world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Golden City in Dragon Age: Origins' ancient
history?

The Golden City is significant as it represents the original realm of the Maker and the birthplace of the first
elves. Its corruption during the fall of the ancient elves led to the creation of the Darkspawn and the Blight.

How did the ancient elven civilization influence the world of Dragon Age:
Origins?

The ancient elven civilization greatly influenced the world through their advanced magic, architecture, and
culture. They established the foundations of many modern societies and their downfall set the stage for the
current power dynamics between races.



Who were the Tevinters and what role did they play in Dragon Age: Origins'
ancient history?

The Tevinters were a powerful and ambitious human nation known for their use of blood magic and enslavement
of elves. Their conquests and practices significantly shaped the political landscape and created lasting
tensions between humans and elves.

What events led to the first Blight in Dragon Age: Origins?

The first Blight was triggered by the Darkspawn after the fall of the Golden City, when the betrayal of the
elven gods turned the once-noble beings into twisted creatures. This event marked the beginning of a dark period
in Thedas' history.

What is the role of the Dalish elves in preserving ancient history in Dragon
Age: Origins?

The Dalish elves act as guardians of ancient elven history and culture, striving to preserve their lore and
traditions. They seek to reconnect with their lost heritage while often facing persecution from other races,
particularly humans.
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