dream girl by elmer rice

dream girl by elmer rice stands as a significant, albeit less frequently revived, work in the
American theatrical canon, offering a potent critique of societal pressures and idealized romantic
fantasies. This play, penned by the Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright Elmer Rice, delves into the
complex interplay between perception and reality, particularly as it pertains to the construction of
an ideal partner. Through its exploration of a man’s obsessive pursuit of an unattainable ideal, the
narrative probes the very foundations of modern relationships and the often-damaging societal
expectations placed upon them. This article will provide a comprehensive examination of Dream Girl
by Elmer Rice, dissecting its plot, key characters, thematic depth, historical context, and enduring
relevance in contemporary discussions about love, identity, and societal illusions. We will explore
Rice’s masterful use of dramatic structure and character development to illuminate the poignant,
and at times tragic, consequences of chasing an illusion.
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Understanding the Premise of Dream Girl by Elmer
Rice

The central premise of Dream Girl by Elmer Rice revolves around the protagonist, George B. Cole, a
young architect who has cultivated a highly idealized image of his "dream girl." This idealized
woman is a construct of his own imagination, an amalgamation of romantic notions and societal
expectations, rather than a reflection of any real individual. Cole is a dreamer, prone to flights of
fancy, and his real-life interactions often fall short of his manufactured perfection. The play
brilliantly captures the internal struggle of a man who cannot reconcile the messy, imperfect reality
of human connection with the flawless fantasy he has created in his mind.

George's obsession with this elusive "dream girl" leads him to project his ideal onto various women
he encounters, none of whom can ever truly fulfill the impossibly high standards he has set. This
internal conflict drives the narrative, highlighting the psychological toll of unrealistic expectations.
The play doesn't present a straightforward love story; instead, it offers a nuanced psychological
study of desire, fantasy, and the often painful process of disillusionment. Elmer Rice masterfully uses



this premise to question the very nature of romantic ideals and their impact on our ability to form
genuine connections.

The Genesis and Historical Context of Dream Girl

Dream Girl by Elmer Rice premiered on Broadway in 1945, a period marked by the lingering
aftermath of World War II and a societal yearning for stability and idealized futures. This post-war
era was also a time when traditional gender roles were being re-examined, yet romantic ideals, often
perpetuated by popular culture, remained potent. Elmer Rice, known for his social commentary and
engagement with contemporary issues, likely saw fertile ground in exploring how these pervasive
romantic illusions affected individuals navigating a complex world.

Rice's career was characterized by a commitment to realism and a keen eye for social critique. Plays
like Street Scene and The Adding Machine showcased his ability to capture the essence of American
life and its inherent tensions. In Dream Girl, he turns his attention inward, examining the
psychological landscape of a man trapped by his own idealized vision. The play's setting, often
depicting the mundane realities of everyday life juxtaposed with George's vivid fantasies, further
underscores the societal context of the mid-20th century, where the gap between aspirational ideals
and daily existence could be substantial.

Key Characters in Dream Girl by Elmer Rice

The character of George B. Cole is the linchpin of Dream Girl by Elmer Rice. He is an architect, a
profession often associated with planning and precision, yet George himself is adrift in a sea of
idealized fantasies. His inability to connect with the real women in his life stems from his relentless
comparison to the perfect, imagined woman. This internal dichotomy makes him a compelling, albeit
frustrating, protagonist, embodying the universal struggle between aspiration and reality.

Other significant characters include the women George encounters, each representing different
facets of reality that fail to measure up to his dream. These include:

e Vivian Gilroy: A pragmatic and grounded woman who attempts to connect with George on a
real level.

e Susan: Another woman George interacts with, who perhaps comes closer to his ideal in certain
aspects but ultimately falls short of his completely manufactured vision.

¢ Clara Cole: George's mother, who may represent a more traditional maternal influence or a
source of his internalized societal expectations regarding relationships.

The supporting characters are crucial in highlighting George's internal struggles and the pervasive
nature of his idealized vision. They act as foils, exposing the flaws in his perception and the
impossibility of his quest.



Thematic Explorations in Dream Girl

Dream Girl by Elmer Rice is rich with thematic depth, primarily focusing on the destructive nature of
idealized romantic fantasies. The play starkly illustrates how these manufactured ideals can prevent
individuals from appreciating and engaging with genuine human connection, leading to isolation and
disillusionment. George's inability to see the value in imperfect, real relationships underscores a
critical commentary on societal pressures that often promote unattainable standards in love and
partnership.

Another significant theme is the conflict between appearance and reality. George's entire pursuit is
based on a fabricated image, demonstrating how superficial perceptions can blind individuals to
deeper truths. The play compels audiences to question what constitutes love and connection: is it the
flawless ideal, or the messy, authentic experience of sharing life with another flawed human being?
Furthermore, the play touches upon the theme of individual identity versus societal conditioning,
exploring how deeply ingrained notions of the "perfect partner" can shape personal desires and
relationships.

Elmer Rice also subtly explores the creative process itself, given George's profession as an architect.
The act of building and designing, typically aimed at creating functional and beautiful spaces, is
mirrored in George's mental construction of his dream girl. This can be interpreted as a broader
commentary on the human tendency to create and then become enslaved by our own creations,
whether they are physical structures or abstract ideals.

Analyzing Elmer Rice's Dramatic Craftsmanship

Elmer Rice employs a distinct dramatic style in Dream Girl by Elmer Rice that is both
psychologically insightful and theatrically effective. His dialogue is sharp and often revealing,
showcasing the internal monologues and external interactions that define George's predicament.
Rice is adept at creating tension not through external conflict, but through the internal turmoil of his
protagonist. The juxtaposition of George's fantastical inner world with the mundane realities of his
surroundings is a key stylistic element, often achieved through stage directions and character
actions.

The play’s structure might lean towards realism, but Rice imbues it with a modernist sensibility
through its exploration of consciousness and subjective experience. The audience is invited into
George's mind, witnessing his fantasies and his subsequent disappointment. This technique allows
for a deep dive into the character's psyche, making his struggles relatable even as they are
frustrating. Rice's ability to craft believable characters, even those trapped in unrealistic obsessions,
is a testament to his skill as a playwright.

The visual elements of the production, as described in the script, often serve to reinforce the play's
themes. The contrast between George's idealized imaginings and the pragmatic settings of his daily
life highlights the chasm between his desires and his reality. Elmer Rice’s thoughtful staging and
character development create a theatrical experience that is both intellectually stimulating and
emotionally resonant, making Dream Girl a noteworthy piece in his oeuvre.



The Enduring Relevance of Dream Girl

Dream Girl by Elmer Rice, despite its 1940s origins, continues to resonate with contemporary
audiences due to the timeless nature of its themes. In an age saturated with idealized images
through social media and popular entertainment, the struggle to reconcile fantasy with reality
remains a potent issue. The pressure to find a perfect partner, often fueled by curated online
personas and romanticized narratives, echoes George's own predicament, making the play’s critique
of unrealistic expectations as relevant today as it was during its premiere.

The play serves as a valuable reminder of the importance of genuine connection and the acceptance
of human imperfection. In a world that often celebrates superficiality, Dream Girl encourages a
deeper introspection into what truly constitutes a meaningful relationship. It prompts us to consider
the origins of our romantic ideals and whether they serve to enrich our lives or hinder our ability to
experience authentic love. The enduring power of Dream Girl by Elmer Rice lies in its unflinching
examination of the human heart and its perpetual quest for an ideal that may, in fact, be an illusion.

Frequently Asked Questions about Dream Girl by Elmer Rice

Q: What is the central conflict in Dream Girl by Elmer Rice?

A: The central conflict in Dream Girl by Elmer Rice is George B. Cole's internal struggle to reconcile
his highly idealized, imagined version of a "dream girl" with the imperfect reality of the women he
encounters and the relationships he attempts to form.

Q: Who wrote Dream Girl?

A: Dream Girl was written by the acclaimed American playwright Elmer Rice, a Pulitzer Prize winner
known for his socially conscious and realistic dramas.

Q: When did Dream Girl premiere?

A: Dream Girl by Elmer Rice premiered on Broadway in 1945.

Q: What societal context influenced the writing of Dream Girl?

A: The play was written in the post-World War II era, a time of societal shifts and enduring romantic
ideals, which Elmer Rice likely explored to comment on the impact of these ideals on individual
relationships.

Q: What are the main themes explored in Dream Girl?

A: The main themes explored in Dream Girl include the destructive nature of idealized romantic
fantasies, the conflict between appearance and reality, the importance of genuine human
connection, and the influence of societal conditioning on personal desires.



Q: Is Dream Girl considered a comedy or a tragedy?

A: Dream Girl by Elmer Rice blends elements of both comedy and tragedy. While George's flights of
fancy can be humorous, his ultimate inability to find happiness and his persistent disillusionment
lend the play a deeply poignant and tragic undercurrent.

Q: What does George's profession as an architect symbolize in
the play?

A: George's profession as an architect in Dream Girl can symbolize the human tendency to construct
and meticulously plan, mirroring his mental construction of an ideal partner, and how these
creations can sometimes become constricting.

Q: How does Dream Girl relate to modern dating and
relationships?

A: Dream Girl remains relevant to modern dating by highlighting how societal pressures and
idealized images, amplified today by social media, can create unrealistic expectations that hinder
genuine connection and lead to dissatisfaction.
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