driving miss daisy play script

driving miss daisy play script serves as a profound exploration of the relationship between two
seemingly different individuals, Daisy Werthan and Hoke Colburn. This iconic play, written by Alfred
Uhry, transcends mere entertainment, offering insights into themes of friendship, race, aging, and
personal growth. The script captures the essence of their interactions over the decades, highlighting
the socio-political changes in America. This article will delve into the structure and themes of the
script, its historical context, and its impact on contemporary theatre. Furthermore, we will explore
how this play has been adapted into various formats, ensuring a comprehensive understanding of its
significance.
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Overview of the Play

Driving Miss Daisy premiered in 1987 and quickly became a staple in American theatre. The play is
set in Atlanta, Georgia, during the 1940s and 1950s, chronicling the lives of an elderly Jewish woman,
Daisy Werthan, and her African American chauffeur, Hoke Colburn. The narrative unfolds as Daisy,
who has just had an accident, is forced to rely on Hoke for transportation, despite her initial
resistance. Over the years, their relationship evolves from one of distrust to mutual respect and
affection.

The play is structured in a series of vignettes, each highlighting key moments in their lives. This
episodic format allows for a deep exploration of the characters' development and the changing social
landscape of the South. Alfred Uhry's masterful writing captures the nuances of their dialogues,
showcasing both humor and poignancy.

Thematic Elements

Driving Miss Daisy is rich in thematic content, addressing issues such as racism, aging, and friendship.
The interplay between these themes forms the backbone of the narrative.



Racism and Social Change

One of the most prominent themes in the play is racism, illustrated through the interactions between
Daisy and Hoke. Set against the backdrop of the Civil Rights Movement, the play reflects the societal
tensions of the time. As Hoke navigates his role as a chauffeur, he faces the prejudices of the era,
while Daisy's character evolves from a product of her upbringing to someone who learns to see
beyond race.

Aging and Independence

Aging is another significant theme, with Daisy struggling to maintain her independence as she grows
older. The play poignantly portrays her resistance to help and the gradual acceptance of her
vulnerabilities. Hoke's patience and understanding become essential as he helps Daisy navigate her
later years.

Friendship and Mutual Respect

At its core, Driving Miss Daisy is a story about friendship. The bond that forms between Daisy and
Hoke is central to the narrative. Their relationship, marked by initial tension, evolves into a deep
friendship, illustrating how understanding and companionship can transcend societal barriers.

Character Analysis

The characters in Driving Miss Daisy are richly developed, each representing different facets of
society. Their interactions drive the story forward and embody the themes of the play.

Daisy Werthan

Daisy is portrayed as a strong-willed and independent woman. Initially, she is resistant to change,
particularly regarding her reliance on Hoke. Her character arc reflects her journey toward acceptance
and understanding. As the play progresses, Daisy's prejudices diminish, revealing her ability to
change and grow.

Hoke Colburn

Hoke serves as both a chauffeur and a catalyst for Daisy's transformation. His character embodies
resilience and dignity. Despite facing his own challenges, including racial discrimination, Hoke
approaches his job with patience. His relationship with Daisy evolves into one of mutual respect,
which is pivotal in the narrative.



Historical Context

Understanding the historical context of Driving Miss Daisy enhances appreciation for its themes. The
play is set during a time of significant social upheaval in America, particularly in the South.

The post-World War Il era saw the beginnings of the Civil Rights Movement, which aimed to dismantle
the systemic racism that permeated society. The interactions between Daisy and Hoke reflect the
societal changes occurring during this time. The play not only captures the personal dynamics of their
relationship but also serves as a commentary on the broader social context of race relations in
America.

Adaptations of Driving Miss Daisy

Driving Miss Daisy has been adapted into various formats, showcasing its enduring popularity and
relevance. The most notable adaptation is the 1989 film directed by Bruce Beresford, starring Jessica
Tandy as Daisy and Morgan Freeman as Hoke. This film adaptation brought the story to a wider
audience and received critical acclaim, including four Academy Awards.

The play has also been adapted for television and has seen numerous regional productions,
illustrating its universal themes. The story's exploration of friendship and social change resonates
with audiences, making it a timeless piece for theatrical interpretation.

Impact on Theatre and Society

Driving Miss Daisy has made a significant impact on both theatre and society. Its exploration of race,
aging, and friendship has sparked discussions about social issues that remain relevant today. The
play has opened doors for more diverse stories in American theatre, encouraging playwrights to
explore themes related to race and identity.

Moreover, the success of Driving Miss Daisy has paved the way for other works that address similar
themes, contributing to a broader understanding of the complexities of human relationships. Through
its heartfelt narrative and compelling characters, the play continues to engage audiences, prompting
reflection on the changing dynamics of society.

Closing Thoughts

Driving Miss Daisy remains a powerful exploration of the human experience, capturing the intricacies
of friendship and the evolution of personal beliefs. The play's rich thematic content, well-developed
characters, and historical significance contribute to its status as a modern classic. As audiences
continue to engage with its narrative, the lessons embedded within the driving miss daisy play script
will resonate for generations to come.



Q: What is the main theme of Driving Miss Daisy?

A: The main theme of Driving Miss Daisy revolves around racism, aging, and the development of
friendship. The play illustrates how societal prejudices can be overcome through personal
relationships and understanding, especially in the context of the changing social landscape of
America during the mid-20th century.

Q: Who wrote the Driving Miss Daisy play script?

A: The play script for Driving Miss Daisy was written by Alfred Uhry. His writing captures the nuances
of the characters and their evolving relationship amidst the backdrop of significant historical changes.

Q: How does the character of Daisy change throughout the
play?

A: Daisy undergoes significant character development throughout the play. Initially resistant to help
and steeped in her prejudices, she gradually learns to accept Hoke as a friend and ally. This
transformation reflects her journey towards understanding and compassion.

Q: What historical events influence the narrative of Driving
Miss Daisy?

A: The narrative of Driving Miss Daisy is influenced by the social climate of the United States during
the 1940s and 1950s, particularly the Civil Rights Movement. The play reflects the tensions and
changes in race relations during this time, impacting the characters' interactions and growth.

Q: What impact has Driving Miss Daisy had on American
theatre?

A: Driving Miss Daisy has had a significant impact on American theatre by highlighting themes of
race, friendship, and aging. It has paved the way for more diverse narratives and encouraged
discussions around social issues, influencing the direction of contemporary theatre.

Q: Is Driving Miss Daisy based on a true story?

A: While Driving Miss Daisy is a work of fiction, it is inspired by Alfred Uhry's own experiences growing
up in Atlanta, Georgia, and reflects the real social dynamics of the time. The characters and their
interactions are representative of the broader historical context.

Q: What adaptations have been made of Driving Miss Daisy?

A: Driving Miss Daisy has been adapted into a successful film in 1989, starring Jessica Tandy and



Morgan Freeman. It has also been produced in various regional theatre productions and adapted for
television, showcasing its enduring popularity and relevance.

Q: What is the significance of the relationship between Daisy
and Hoke?

A: The relationship between Daisy and Hoke is significant as it illustrates the possibility of friendship
overcoming societal barriers. Their evolving bond reflects themes of mutual respect and
understanding, challenging the prejudices of their respective backgrounds.

Q: How does the play address the theme of aging?

A: The theme of aging is addressed through Daisy's struggle to maintain her independence while
coming to terms with her vulnerabilities. The play poignantly portrays her resistance to help and the
eventual acceptance of her needs, highlighting the emotional complexities associated with aging.
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