easy way to make cushion covers

Easy way to make cushion covers is a delightful and rewarding project that can add a
personal touch to your home décor. Whether you want to refresh your living space, match
your cushions with the changing seasons, or simply indulge in a creative hobby, making
your own cushion covers is an enjoyable and straightforward task. In this article, we will
explore the materials you'll need, step-by-step instructions to create your own cushion
covers, different styles and techniques, and tips for finishing touches that will make your
cushions stand out.

Materials Needed

Before diving into the actual process of making cushion covers, it's essential to gather all
necessary materials. Here’'s a comprehensive list to ensure you have everything at hand:

- Fabric: Choose a fabric that suits your style. Popular options include cotton, linen, canvas,
and velvet.

- Cushion insert: Measure the cushion you want to cover. Common sizes are 16x16 inches,
18x18 inches, and 20x20 inches.

- Scissors: For cutting fabric.

- Measuring tape: To ensure precise measurements.

- Sewing machine: While you can sew by hand, a machine will speed up the process.

- Thread: Use a color that matches your fabric.

- Pins: To hold the fabric in place while sewing.

- Iron: For smoothing out fabric and seams.

- Optional: Zipper, buttons, or Velcro for closure.

Step-by-Step Instructions

Now that you have your materials ready, let’'s break down the process into manageable
steps.

Step 1: Measure and Cut the Fabric

1. Measure the cushion insert: Use the measuring tape to determine the dimensions of your
cushion.

2. Add seam allowance: For most projects, adding an extra 1 inch on each side is sufficient
for seam allowance.

3. Cut the fabric: Based on your measurements, cut out two squares or rectangles from
your fabric. For an 18x18 inch cushion, you would cut two 19x19 inch squares.



Step 2: Prepare the Fabric

1. Iron the fabric: Remove any creases or wrinkles to ensure a smooth finish.
2. Pin the fabric: Place the two fabric pieces together, right sides facing each other. Pin
around the edges to keep them aligned.

Step 3: Sew the Edges

1. Sew the edges: Using your sewing machine, sew around the edges of the fabric pieces,
leaving about a 1-inch seam allowance. Remember to leave an opening (around 5-7 inches)
on one side for inserting the cushion.

2. Backstitch: At the beginning and end of your seam, backstitch to secure the stitches.

3. Trim the corners: Cut off the corners at a diagonal to reduce bulk and help the corners
turn out nicely.

Step 4: Turn the Cover Right Side Out

1. Turn the cover: Reach through the opening and pull the fabric right side out.
2. Push out the corners: Use a pencil or a chopstick to gently push out the corners for a
crisp finish.

Step 5: Insert the Cushion

1. Insert the cushion: Place your cushion insert into the cover. Adjust it to ensure it fits
snugly and the corners are filled.

2. Close the opening: You can either sew the opening closed by hand or use a method like a
Zipper or buttons for a removable cover.

Styles and Techniques

The beauty of making your own cushion covers is that you can experiment with various
styles and techniques. Here are some popular options to consider:

Envelope Closure

An envelope closure is a simple method that doesn’t require any zippers or buttons.

1. Cut the fabric: Instead of two equal squares, cut one piece that is slightly larger in width
and has a length that is double the cushion size plus 12 inches.
2. Fold and sew: Fold the fabric in half, right sides together, and sew the two sides, leaving



the top open. This will create a pocket for your cushion.

Piped Edges

Adding piping can give your cushion covers a professional finish.

1. Create piping: Cut a strip of fabric on the bias (45 degrees to the grain) that is about 2
inches wide. Use a piping cord inside.

2. Attach piping: Before sewing the edges of the cover, sew the piping to the fabric edges.
This requires a piping foot on your sewing machine.

Patchwork Design

For a colorful and personalized touch, consider a patchwork design.

1. Cut different fabric pieces: Choose a variety of fabrics with coordinating colors and
patterns.

2. Sew the patches: Arrange and sew the patches together to form a larger piece of fabric,
which can then be cut to fit your cushion insert.

Finishing Touches

Once your cushion cover is complete, there are a few finishing touches to consider:

- Iron again: Ensure everything is smooth and crisp.

- Add embellishments: Consider adding decorative elements like tassels, buttons, or
embroidery to personalize your cushion.

- Choose a complementary fabric: If you're making multiple covers, consider mixing and
matching fabrics for a cohesive look.

Care Instructions

To keep your cushion covers looking their best, it's essential to consider care instructions:

- Check fabric care labels: Follow the manufacturer’s recommendations for washing and
drying.

- Spot clean when necessary: For small stains, spot cleaning can help maintain the fabric's
integrity.

- Machine wash: Most cotton and polyester fabrics can be machine washed, but always
check first.



Conclusion

The easy way to make cushion covers is a satisfying project that allows for creativity and
customization. With just a few basic materials and some sewing skills, you can transform
your living space and express your unique style. Whether you opt for a simple envelope
closure, playful patchwork, or elegant piping, your homemade cushion covers are sure to
impress. So gather your supplies, roll up your sleeves, and start crafting! Your home will
thank you for the personal touch.

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do | need to make easy cushion covers?

You will need fabric of your choice, a sewing machine or needle and thread, scissors,
measuring tape, and pins.

How do | measure my cushion for a cover?

Measure the length and width of the cushion, and add an extra inch for seam allowance.

Can | use old clothes to make cushion covers?

Yes, upcycling old clothes is a great way to create unique and eco-friendly cushion covers.

What type of fabric is best for cushion covers?

Cotton, linen, and canvas are popular choices, as they are durable and easy to clean.

Is it difficult to sew cushion covers?

No, sewing cushion covers can be quite simple, especially with basic sewing skills and a
straightforward pattern.

How do | create a pillow cover with a zipper?

Cut two fabric pieces, sew three sides together, insert a zipper on the fourth side, and finish
the edges.

Can | make cushion covers without sewing?

Yes, you can use fabric glue or no-sew tape to attach fabric pieces together for an easy
method.

What is the quickest way to make cushion covers?

Using pre-cut fabric squares and fabric glue or a no-sew method can significantly speed up



the process.

How can | add a decorative touch to my cushion covers?

You can add embellishments like buttons, embroidery, or fabric paint to personalize your
cushion covers.

Are there any online tutorials for making cushion
covers?

Yes, there are numerous video tutorials and step-by-step guides available on platforms like
YouTube and sewing blogs.
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