edgar rice burroughs john carter of mars

Edgar Rice Burroughs' John Carter of Mars is a seminal work in the science fiction genre, blending
adventure, romance, and imaginative world-building. Created by the prolific author Edgar Rice Burroughs
in the early 20th century, the character of John Carter has captivated readers for generations. This article
explores the origins, themes, and cultural impact of Burroughs' iconic series, delving into the adventures of

John Carter on the red planet of Mars.

Origins of John Carter

Edgar Rice Burroughs, an American author, is best known for his creation of the Tarzan character, but his
work on the John Carter series is equally significant. The first story, "A Princess of Mars," was serialized in
1912 and later published as a novel in 1917. The narrative follows the adventures of John Carter, a
Confederate soldier who mysteriously finds himself transported to Mars, known to its inhabitants as

Barsoom.

Creation of Barsoom

Barsoom is a richly detailed world that reflects Burroughs' fascination with ancient civilizations and exotic

landscapes. The planet is characterized by:

- Vast deserts
- Towering cities

- Diverse ecosystems

Burroughs drew inspiration from a variety of sources, including the works of science fiction pioneers and
his own imagination. The inhabitants of Barsoom, including the noble Tharks and the beautiful Martian
princess Dejah Thoris, add depth to the story and highlight Burroughs' ability to create memorable

characters.

Thematic Elements

The John Carter of Mars series encompasses various themes that resonate with readers. Some of the most

prominent themes include:



Heroism and Adventure

John Carter embodies the archetypal hero, displaying bravery, honor, and a strong moral compass. His
adventures often involve combat, exploration, and the rescue of damsels in distress, which were common
tropes in early 20th-century literature. This focus on heroism contributes to the sense of excitement and

escapism that defines the series.

Love and Romance

At the heart of many of Carter's adventures is his love for Dejah Thoris. Their relationship serves as a
driving force in the narrative, showcasing themes of loyalty, sacrifice, and the power of love across cultural

divides. Burroughs effectively intertwines romance with action, appealing to a wide audience.

Cultural Commentary

Burroughs' depiction of Martian society offers a lens through which to examine issues of race, class, and
imperialism. The conflicts between the various Martian factions can be seen as a reflection of contemporary
societal structures and the complexities of colonialism. This commentary, while often subtle, adds layers of

meaning to the text.

The Series and Its Evolution

The John Carter of Mars saga consists of eleven novels, released over several decades. Each installment
builds upon the previous stories, creating a rich tapestry of interwoven plots and characters. Here is a

chronological list of the novels:

1. A Princess of Mars (1912)

2. The Gods of Mars (1913)

3. The Warlord of Mars (1914)

4. The Fourth World of Mars (1931)

5. The Chessmen of Mars (1922)



6. The Master Mind of Mars (1928)

7. A Fighting Man of Mars (1930)

8. Sword of Mars (1936)

9. The Man Without a World (1940)
10. John Carter of Mars (1940)

11. John Carter and the Giant of Mars (1941)

Later Adaptations

The enduring popularity of the John Carter character led to various adaptations across media, including
comics, radio, and films. Notably, in 2012, Disney released a live-action film titled "John Carter," which
attempted to bring Burroughs' vision to a new audience. While the film received mixed reviews, it

reignited interest in the original books and introduced John Carter to a new generation.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

The influence of Edgar Rice Burroughs' John Carter of Mars extends far beyond its pages. The series has

inspired countless authors, filmmakers, and artists over the decades. Some notable impacts include:

Influence on Science Fiction

Burroughs' work set the stage for future science fiction writers, including notable figures like Ray
Bradbury and Isaac Asimov. The idea of human characters exploring alien worlds became a staple of the

genre, paving the way for the space operas and intergalactic adventures that followed.

Visual Arts and Illustration

The vibrant world of Barsoom has been visually interpreted by numerous artists, enhancing the literary
experience for readers. Early illustrations by artists like Frank Frazetta and Michael Whelan helped to

solidify the visual identity of John Carter and his adventures, making them iconic in the realm of fantasy



art.

Modern Adaptations and Reinterpretations

In recent years, comic book adaptations of the John Carter series have gained popularity, bringing the
character to new heights. Publishers like Dynamite Entertainment have produced graphic novels that

expand on the original stories while introducing contemporary themes and diverse characters.

Conclusion

Edgar Rice Burroughs' John Carter of Mars is a cornerstone of science fiction literature, blending action,
romance, and social commentary in a captivating narrative. The series has left an indelible mark on popular
culture, inspiring generations of creators and readers. As we look to the future, the adventures of John
Carter continue to resonate, reminding us of the timeless appeal of exploring new worlds and the hero's
journey. Whether through the original novels, adaptations, or new interpretations, John Carter's legacy

endures, inviting us all to embark on our own adventures among the stars.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the main character in Edgar Rice Burroughs' 'John Carter of
Mars"?

The main character is John Carter, a former Confederate soldier who finds himself transported to Mars.

What themes are explored in 'John Carter of Mars'?

Themes of adventure, heroism, love, and the clash of civilizations are central to 'John Carter of Mars'.

When was the first novel in the John Carter series published?

'A Princess of Mars', the first novel in the series, was published in 1912.

What is the setting of 'John Carter of Mars"?

The story is primarily set on Mars, known as Barsoom in the series, featuring diverse landscapes and

cultures.



‘What is the significance of the character Dejah Thoris?

Dejah Thoris is a Martian princess and John Carter's love interest, representing strength and intelligence in

the series.

How has 'John Carter of Mars' influenced modern science fiction?

'‘John Carter of Mars' has influenced numerous works in the science fiction genre, inspiring characters,

settings, and tropes in later literature and films.

What are the iconic features of Barsoom's inhabitants?

The inhabitants of Barsoom, such as the Tharks and the Heliumites, often have unique physical traits, like

green skin and superhuman abilities.

Is there a film adaptation of 'John Carter of Mars"?

Yes, a film titled 'John Carter' was released in 2012, directed by Andrew Stanton, loosely based on the first

book of the series.

What is the relationship between John Carter and the Martian culture?

John Carter becomes a key figure in Martian culture, often seen as a hero who bridges the gap between

different factions.

What literary style is Edgar Rice Burroughs known for in his works?

Edgar Rice Burroughs is known for his pulpy writing style, featuring vivid descriptions, adventurous

plots, and larger-than-life characters.
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