
edge of desire guitar tab
Edge of Desire guitar tab is an essential resource for guitarists looking to master one of John Mayer's
most compelling songs. Released on his 2009 album "Battle Studies," "Edge of Desire" showcases
Mayer's signature blend of blues, pop, and rock elements. The song is characterized by its emotive
lyrics, soulful guitar solos, and intricate chord progressions, making it a fantastic piece for both
beginner and advanced guitarists. In this article, we will explore the song's background, the guitar
techniques used, a detailed breakdown of the guitar tabs, and tips for practicing and performing the
piece effectively.

Background of "Edge of Desire"

John Mayer is known for his ability to convey deep emotions through his music. "Edge of Desire" is no
exception, as it delves into themes of longing, love, and vulnerability. The song features a blend of
acoustic and electric guitar, which adds to its depth and richness. Mayer's unique style combines
fingerpicking with strumming, creating a dynamic sound that resonates with listeners.

Song Structure

Understanding the structure of "Edge of Desire" is crucial for guitarists who wish to learn the song.
The song primarily follows a verse-chorus format, with the following sections:

1. Intro
2. Verse 1
3. Chorus
4. Verse 2
5. Chorus
6. Bridge
7. Solo
8. Chorus (repeated)
9. Outro

This structure allows for a build-up of emotion, drawing listeners in with each subsequent verse and
chorus.

Guitar Techniques Used in "Edge of Desire"

To effectively play "Edge of Desire," guitarists should familiarize themselves with several key
techniques that Mayer employs throughout the song. Below are some of the primary techniques to
focus on:



Fingerpicking

Mayer often uses fingerpicking to create a mellow, intricate sound. In "Edge of Desire," the
fingerpicking pattern enhances the song's emotional quality. Here are some tips for fingerpicking:

- Use your thumb for the bass notes (typically the lowest strings).
- Use your index finger for the G string, middle finger for the B string, and ring finger for the high E
string.
- Practice the picking pattern slowly, gradually increasing your speed as you become more
comfortable.

Strumming Patterns

While fingerpicking is a prominent feature, there are also sections where strumming is appropriate.
Mayer's strumming patterns often involve a combination of downstrokes and upstrokes, creating a
rhythmic flow. Here’s a basic strumming pattern to practice:

- D (down) - D (down) - U (up) - D (down) - U (up)

This pattern can be adjusted to fit different sections of the song, allowing for variation and dynamic
expression.

Chord Progressions

The chord progressions in "Edge of Desire" are integral to its sound. Familiarizing yourself with these
chords will help you navigate through the song more efficiently. Here are some of the primary chords
used:

1. D
2. A
3. Bm
4. G
5. Em

These chords create a rich harmonic backdrop that complements Mayer's melody and lyrics.

Detailed Breakdown of "Edge of Desire" Guitar Tab

Now that we have covered the background and techniques, let’s dive into a detailed breakdown of the
Edge of Desire guitar tab. Below is a simplified version of the tab for the intro and first verse.



Intro Tab

```
e|-------0----------0----------0-------|
B|-----3---3------0---0------3---3-----|
G|---2--------2--2-------2--0--------0-|
D|--------------------------------------|
A|--------------------------------------|
E|--------------------------------------|
```

This fingerpicking pattern sets the tone for the song, providing a gentle yet engaging start.

Verse 1 Tab

```
D A Bm G
e|-------2---------0--------2--------3--------|
B|-----3---3-----2---2----3---3----3---3------|
G|---2--------2-2-------4--------0------------|
D|-----------------------------------------------|
A|-----------------------------------------------|
E|-----------------------------------------------|
```

Repeat this progression for the first verse, maintaining a steady fingerpicking pattern.

Chorus Tab

```
Em G D A
e|-------0---------3--------2--------0--------|
B|-----0---0-----3---3----3---3----2---2------|
G|---0--------0-0-------2--------2------------|
D|-----------------------------------------------|
A|-----------------------------------------------|
E|-----------------------------------------------|
```

The chorus is more dynamic, allowing for both fingerpicking and strumming as the song builds in
intensity.

Practicing Tips



To effectively learn "Edge of Desire," consider the following practice tips:

1. Slow it Down: Start by practicing the song at a slower tempo. This will help with accuracy and
muscle memory.
2. Use a Metronome: Once you feel comfortable, practice with a metronome to build your timing.
3. Record Yourself: Listening to recordings of your playing can help you identify areas for
improvement.
4. Break it Down: Focus on one section at a time instead of trying to learn the entire song at once.
5. Perform Regularly: Playing in front of friends or family can help build confidence and improve your
performance skills.

Conclusion

Learning the Edge of Desire guitar tab is a rewarding experience that not only enhances your guitar
skills but also allows you to connect with the emotional depth of John Mayer's music. By focusing on
the techniques discussed, practicing diligently, and understanding the structure of the song, you can
master this beautiful piece. Whether you are playing for yourself or sharing it with an audience, "Edge
of Desire" is sure to resonate with anyone who hears it. Embrace the journey of learning, and enjoy
the process of bringing this song to life through your guitar.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best resource for finding the edge of desire guitar
tab?
The best resources for finding the 'Edge of Desire' guitar tab include online guitar tab websites like
Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, and official music books from John Mayer.

Are there different versions of the edge of desire guitar tab
available?
Yes, there are multiple versions of the 'Edge of Desire' guitar tab available, including standard tabs,
fingerstyle arrangements, and simplified versions for beginners.

Is the edge of desire guitar tab suitable for beginner
guitarists?
While 'Edge of Desire' has some challenging sections, there are simplified versions of the tab that are
suitable for beginner guitarists who want to learn the song.

What tuning is used in the edge of desire guitar tab?
'Edge of Desire' is typically played in standard tuning (E A D G B e), but some players may use
alternate tunings to achieve different sounds.



Can I find a video tutorial for the edge of desire guitar tab?
Yes, there are many video tutorials available on platforms like YouTube that provide step-by-step
instructions on how to play 'Edge of Desire' on guitar, often including visual tabs.
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