
edward r murrow and the birth of broadcast
journalism
Edward R. Murrow and the Birth of Broadcast Journalism represent a pivotal moment in media
history, one that transformed the way news was reported and consumed. As a pioneer of broadcast
journalism, Murrow's innovative approach to storytelling and commitment to integrity laid the
groundwork for modern journalism. This article explores his life, career, and the lasting impact he had
on the media landscape.

Who Was Edward R. Murrow?

Edward R. Murrow was born on April 25, 1908, in Polecat Creek, North Carolina. He grew up in a rural
environment, where he developed a keen interest in storytelling and communication. After attending
Washington State College, Murrow began his career in radio broadcasting in the late 1930s, which
would eventually lead him to become one of the most influential figures in journalism.

The Early Years of Radio Broadcasting

The late 1930s marked an era when radio was the primary source of news and entertainment. Murrow
joined CBS (Columbia Broadcasting System) as a reporter and quickly made a name for himself with
his unique reporting style. Key aspects of his early career included:

Pioneering Radio News: Murrow was one of the first journalists to report live from Europe
during World War II, providing listeners with a first-hand account of the war's impact.

Innovative Storytelling: He utilized the medium of radio not just to deliver facts but to create
a narrative that engaged listeners emotionally.

Building Credibility: Murrow's commitment to truth and accuracy helped establish trust
between the media and the public.

The "Murrow Boys" and WWII Reporting

Murrow's reporting during World War II was particularly groundbreaking. He is best known for his
broadcasts from London, where he provided vivid descriptions of bombings and the war's toll on
civilians.



The Birth of the "Murrow Boys"

Murrow's team of correspondents, known as the "Murrow Boys," included several talented journalists
who shared his dedication to responsible reporting. Some notable members of this group were:

William L. Laurence: A Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter who covered the atomic bomb.

Eric Sevareid: Known for his insightful commentary and analysis.

Charles Collingwood: Another prominent figure who contributed significantly to Murrow's
broadcasts.

These correspondents helped Murrow create compelling broadcasts that not only informed the public
but also evoked empathy and understanding.

Innovative Broadcast Techniques

Murrow's approach to journalism was not just about the content of the news; it was also about how
that news was delivered. He employed several innovative techniques that set the standard for future
broadcast journalism.

Use of Sound and Imagery

- Soundscapes: Murrow understood the power of sound in radio. He often used background noises to
immerse listeners in the experience, making them feel as if they were present in the moment.

- Descriptive Language: His choice of words painted vivid images in the minds of his audience,
enhancing their connection to the story.

Live Reporting

Murrow was one of the first journalists to broadcast live from the front lines. This direct connection to
events brought a sense of immediacy and urgency that had not been experienced before. His famous
sign-off, "This… is London," became a hallmark of his broadcasts, signaling that listeners were about
to hear crucial news directly from the scene.

The Transition to Television

As television began to emerge as a dominant medium in the 1950s, Murrow made the transition from



radio to television, where he continued to redefine journalism.

See It Now

In 1951, Murrow launched the television program "See It Now," which explored significant issues and
events with a critical lens. This program was notable for several reasons:

- Investigative Journalism: Murrow tackled complex topics, including the impact of McCarthyism,
challenging the political climate of the time.

- Visual Storytelling: Murrow utilized the visual medium to enhance his narratives, incorporating
footage and images that added depth to his reporting.

The Legacy of "See It Now"

"See It Now" was a precursor to modern news magazine shows, and its influence can still be seen in
today's journalism. Murrow's commitment to uncovering the truth set a standard for ethical journalism
that continues to resonate.

The Fight Against McCarthyism

Murrow's reporting during the Red Scare and his confrontation with Senator Joseph McCarthy marked
a critical point in his career and in American journalism.

The "A Report on Senator McCarthy"

In a landmark broadcast in 1954, Murrow aired a segment that critically examined McCarthy's
methods and tactics. This broadcast was significant for several reasons:

- Courageous Journalism: Murrow took a stand against the fear and propaganda of McCarthyism,
risking his career for the sake of truth.

- Public Impact: The broadcast played a crucial role in changing public perception of McCarthy,
leading to his eventual downfall.

Murrow's Influence on Modern Journalism

Edward R. Murrow's contributions to journalism cannot be overstated. His principles and practices
have left an indelible mark on the field.



Key Principles of Murrow's Journalism

- Integrity: Murrow emphasized the importance of honesty and transparency in reporting.

- Empathy: He believed in the power of storytelling to connect with audiences on a human level.

- Responsibility: Murrow felt a deep responsibility to inform the public, holding those in power
accountable.

Modern Echoes of Murrow's Legacy

Today, journalists continue to draw inspiration from Murrow's work. His dedication to uncovering the
truth and his innovative storytelling techniques can be seen in various forms of media, including:

- Investigative Reporting: Journalists strive to reveal hidden truths and hold the powerful accountable,
much like Murrow did during his career.

- Documentary Filmmaking: The methods used in documentaries often mirror Murrow's immersive
storytelling, employing sound and imagery to engage audiences.

Conclusion

Edward R. Murrow's contributions to broadcast journalism were nothing short of revolutionary. His
innovative techniques, commitment to truth, and willingness to confront power have left a lasting
legacy that continues to shape the media landscape. As we navigate the complexities of modern
journalism, we must remember the principles that Murrow championed and strive to uphold the
integrity of the profession. Edward R. Murrow truly was a pioneer, and his impact will resonate for
generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Edward R. Murrow?
Edward R. Murrow was an American broadcast journalist and war correspondent, known for his
influential reporting during World War II and his role in establishing television journalism as a credible
medium.

What contributions did Edward R. Murrow make to broadcast
journalism?
Murrow pioneered the use of radio and television for investigative journalism, emphasizing integrity
and ethical standards, and was instrumental in shaping the format of news reporting.



How did Edward R. Murrow's broadcasts affect public
perception during World War II?
His live radio reports from London during the Blitz provided Americans with real-time insights into the
war, significantly influencing public opinion and morale.

What was the significance of Murrow's 'See It Now' television
program?
'See It Now' was groundbreaking for its in-depth coverage of critical issues, including the McCarthy
hearings, and it set a standard for investigative journalism on television.

How did Edward R. Murrow challenge Senator Joseph
McCarthy?
Murrow famously confronted McCarthy on his show 'See It Now,' exposing the senator's tactics and
the dangers of his anti-communist crusade, which helped shift public opinion against McCarthyism.

What impact did Edward R. Murrow have on the credibility of
news media?
Murrow's commitment to truth and responsible journalism helped to elevate the credibility of news
media, establishing a legacy of journalistic integrity that is still referenced today.

What was the 'Murrow Boys'?
The 'Murrow Boys' was a nickname given to the group of journalists who worked under Edward R.
Murrow during World War II, many of whom went on to become prominent figures in journalism.

What challenges did Murrow face in the transition from radio
to television?
Murrow faced the challenge of adapting his journalistic style to the visual medium of television,
requiring him to engage audiences through imagery while maintaining the depth of reporting.

What was Murrow's stance on commercial influence in
journalism?
Murrow was critical of commercial influence in journalism, advocating for editorial independence and
warning against the dangers of prioritizing profit over public service.

Why is Edward R. Murrow considered a pioneer of
investigative journalism?
Murrow is considered a pioneer because he set high standards for investigative reporting, using his
platform to uncover truths and hold powerful figures accountable, shaping the future of journalism.
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