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Elder Scrolls V Skyrim Walkthrough

The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim is an expansive open-world RPG that invites players to explore the vast land of
Tamriel while engaging in a rich storyline filled with quests, characters, and ancient mysteries. With its
immersive gameplay and countless side quests, it can be overwhelming for new players to navigate through the
game. This comprehensive walkthrough is designed to guide you through the main story, side quests, character
development, and more, ensuring you make the most out of your journey in Skyrim.

Getting Started in Skyrim

When you first launch Skyrim, you’ll create your character and choose their race, which will influence your
abilities and skills throughout the game. Here’s how to get started:

Character Creation

1. Choose a Race: Each race has unique abilities. For instance:
- Nord: Resistant to cold and proficient in melee combat.
- Breton: Skilled in magic and adept at defense against spells.
- Khajiit: Agile and stealthy, perfect for players who prefer sneaking and thievery.

2. Select a Gender: Determine whether you want to play as male or female.

3. Customize Appearance: Modify facial features, body type, and skin tone to your liking.

4. Select a Starting Skill: Consider selecting skills that align with your intended playstyle.

Introduction to the Game

After character creation, you’ll begin in a cart, being transported to execution. This serves as a tutorial for
basic controls. Once the cart crashes, a dragon attack will set the stage for your adventure. You can
choose to follow either the Imperial or Stormcloak paths, which will slightly alter your early gameplay
experience.

Main Quest Walkthrough

The main questline of Skyrim revolves around the return of dragons and the fate of the Dragonborn. Here’s a
breakdown of the main quests:

Unbound

- Escape Helgen: Follow Ralof or Hadvar (based on your choice) and escape the execution site.
- Objective: Learn to use the map and basic combat mechanics.



Dragon Rising

- Visit Whiterun: Speak with the Jarl and inform him of the dragon attack.
- Objective: Join the battle against the dragon at the Western Watchtower.

Before the Storm

- Investigate Riverwood: Speak with the townsfolk and gather information about the dragons.
- Objective: Begin to understand the larger implications of your role as the Dragonborn.

The Way of the Voice

- Travel to High Hrothgar: Meet the Greybeards and learn about the Thu'um (dragon shouts).
- Objective: Complete the trial of the Voice.

Further Main Quests

As you progress, you'll encounter numerous quests that will lead you deeper into the lore and world of
Skyrim. Some key quests to note include:

1. A Blade in the Dark: Discover the truth behind the dragons and meet important characters.
2. The Fallen: Face off against dragons and uncover more about your destiny.
3. Dragonslayer: The final confrontation to save Skyrim from destruction.

Side Quests and Factions

Skyrim is rich with side quests and opportunities to join various factions. Engaging in these activities will
enhance your experience and provide valuable rewards.

Joining Factions

1. The Companions: A guild of warriors located in Whiterun. Join them to complete quests that involve combat
and honor.
2. The College of Winterhold: For those interested in magic, this faction offers extensive training and unique
quests.
3. The Thieves Guild: Perfect for players who prefer stealth and cunning, involving heists and trickery.
4. The Dark Brotherhood: A secretive guild of assassins with morally complex quests.

Notable Side Quests

- A Night to Remember: A comedic quest involving a wild night out.
- Blood on the Ice: A murder mystery quest in Windhelm.
- The Black Star: Engage in a quest to acquire a powerful artifact.



Character Development

To thrive in Skyrim, you'll need to develop your character's skills and abilities. This section will cover how
to effectively build your character.

Skill Trees and Perks

Skyrim features a robust skill system divided into various categories. Here are some important skills to focus
on:

1. Combat Skills:
- One-Handed: For swords and daggers.
- Two-Handed: For greatswords and battle axes.
- Archery: For bows and crossbows.

2. Magic Skills:
- Destruction: For offensive spells.
- Restoration: For healing spells.
- Illusion: For manipulation and stealth.

3. Stealth Skills:
- Sneak: For avoiding detection.
- Lockpicking: For opening locked doors and chests.
- Pickpocket: For stealing from NPCs.

Leveling Up

As you gain experience, you will level up. Focus on increasing your health, stamina, and magicka based on your
playstyle. Each level up grants you a perk point that you can invest in skill trees to enhance your abilities.

Exploration and Discovering Skyrim

Skyrim is known for its breathtaking landscapes and hidden secrets. Exploration is an integral part of the
gameplay experience.

Locations to Explore

- Dungeons: Each holds treasures, enemies, and lore.
- Towns and Cities: Engage with NPCs for quests and information.
- Natural Wonders: Discover the beauty of Skyrim’s mountains, forests, and lakes.

Collectibles and Crafting

1. Shouts: Gather dragon souls to unlock powerful shouts.
2. Crafting: Create weapons, armor, and potions using materials found throughout the world.
3. Treasures: Look for unique items and artifacts that enhance gameplay.



Tips for Success

To ensure you have the best experience in Skyrim, consider the following tips:

- Save Frequently: The game can be unpredictable; save often to avoid losing progress.
- Experiment with Builds: Don’t hesitate to try different character builds and play styles.
- Engage with NPCs: Talking to characters can lead to quests and valuable information.
- Join Factions Early: This will provide you with unique quests and rewards.

Conclusion

The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim is a timeless classic that offers an unparalleled experience in storytelling,
exploration, and character development. With this comprehensive walkthrough, you now have the tools and
knowledge to embark on your adventure as the Dragonborn. Whether you choose to follow the main questline
or explore the countless side quests, Skyrim promises a world of discovery and excitement. So grab your gear,
hone your skills, and prepare to delve into the breathtaking world of Tamriel!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best starting class for beginners in Skyrim?

The best starting class for beginners in Skyrim is often the Warrior class, as it provides a balanced approach
to combat and survival, allowing players to easily handle early quests.

How do I level up quickly in Skyrim?

To level up quickly in Skyrim, focus on using skills that you want to improve, engage in combat frequently,
and complete quests that reward experience points, particularly those that offer skill training.

Where can I find the best weapons in Skyrim?

Some of the best weapons in Skyrim can be found in high-level dungeons, such as the Ebony Blade in the Dark
Brotherhood Sanctuary or the Daedric weapons from Daedra encounters.

What are the essential skills to focus on in Skyrim?

Essential skills to focus on include One-Handed, Archery, and Smithing for combat, as well as Sneak and
Pickpocket for stealth-based playstyles.

How do I complete the main questline in Skyrim?

To complete the main questline in Skyrim, follow the objectives given by the Greybeards and engage with the
storyline involving the dragons, ultimately confronting Alduin.

What is the significance of choosing a faction in Skyrim?

Choosing a faction in Skyrim significantly influences your gameplay, as each faction offers unique quests,
rewards, and storylines that can enhance your character's abilities and experience.



How can I improve my smithing skills in Skyrim?

You can improve your smithing skills by crafting weapons and armor, smelting ores, and seeking out trainers in
major cities to increase your skill level.

What are the best mods for enhancing the Skyrim experience?

Some of the best mods for enhancing the Skyrim experience include graphics enhancement mods like Skyrim HD,
gameplay overhaul mods like SkyUI, and quest mods like The Forgotten City.

Where can I find all the Dragon Shouts in Skyrim?

Dragon Shouts can be found throughout Skyrim by discovering Word Walls, defeating dragons, and
progressing through the main questline. Key locations include High Hrothgar and various dragon lairs.

How do I manage my inventory effectively in Skyrim?

To manage your inventory effectively in Skyrim, prioritize carrying only essential items, frequently sell or
store surplus equipment, and utilize followers to help carry extra gear.
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