
electoral college dbq answer key
Electoral College DBQ Answer Key is an essential resource for students and educators alike,
particularly when exploring the nuances of the United States' electoral process. Understanding the
Electoral College is crucial for students, as it is a foundational component of American democracy and
governance. The Electoral College plays a pivotal role in how presidents are elected in the U.S., and
analyzing its implications, advantages, and disadvantages can lead to a deeper comprehension of
American political history.

What is the Electoral College?

The Electoral College is a body of electors established by the Constitution, specifically in Article II,
Section 1. It was created as a compromise between electing the president by a vote in Congress and
by popular vote. Each state is assigned a number of electors based on its representation in Congress,
which equals the sum of its senators (always two) and its representatives in the House, which varies
according to population.

Composition of the Electoral College

The Electoral College consists of 538 electors, with a majority of 270 needed to win the presidency.
The distribution of electors is as follows:

- Total Electors: 538
- Electors per State: Varies based on population
- Minimum Electors per State: 3 (for states with only one representative)
- Washington D.C. Electors: 3 (despite not being a state)

How the Electoral College Works

1. Selection of Electors: Political parties in each state select slates of electors during their state
conventions or through primary elections.
2. Voting Process: On Election Day, when citizens cast their votes for president, they are actually
voting for a slate of electors pledged to that candidate.
3. Electoral Votes Count: In most states, the candidate who receives the majority of the popular vote
wins all of the state's electoral votes (winner-takes-all system), though Maine and Nebraska allocate
their votes proportionally.
4. Meeting and Voting of Electors: Electors meet in their respective state capitals in December to cast
their votes for president and vice president.
5. Certification: Congress counts the electoral votes in January, and the candidate receiving the
majority is declared the winner.



Historical Context of the Electoral College

The founding fathers established the Electoral College in 1787 as a compromise to address concerns
about direct democracy, state sovereignty, and the influence of populous states. Understanding the
historical context of the Electoral College is vital for comprehending its evolution and the debates
surrounding it.

Reasons for Establishment

- Fear of Direct Democracy: The framers were wary of the potential for "mob rule" that could arise
from a direct popular vote.
- State Representation: The Electoral College ensured that smaller states still had a significant voice in
presidential elections.
- Balancing Interests: Creating a system that balanced the influence of populous states with less
populated regions was a key consideration.

Major Amendments and Changes

Over the years, the Electoral College has faced criticism and calls for reform. Significant amendments
and legal changes have shaped its functioning:

- 12th Amendment (1804): Revised the procedure for electing the president and vice president,
addressing issues that arose in the elections of 1796 and 1800.
- Changes in Voting Rights: Various civil rights movements led to expanded suffrage, impacting how
electoral votes were allocated and contested.
- Supreme Court Decisions: Cases such as Bush v. Gore (2000) highlighted issues with the electoral
process and the role of the Electoral College.

Pros and Cons of the Electoral College

Debates surrounding the Electoral College often center on its merits and drawbacks. Understanding
these can help students form educated opinions on potential reforms.

Advantages of the Electoral College

- Protection of Minority Interests: The system ensures that less populous states have a voice in
presidential elections, preventing larger states from dominating the process.
- Encouragement of National Campaigning: Candidates must appeal to a broad range of states and
regions, fostering a more unified national political platform.
- Stability: The Electoral College can contribute to political stability by often leading to a clear winner,
thus avoiding the potential for constant changes in leadership.



Disadvantages of the Electoral College

- Disproportionate Influence: Smaller states have a disproportionately higher influence per voter
compared to larger states, leading to questions of fairness.
- Risk of 'Faithless Electors': Electors are not legally bound to vote for their pledged candidate in all
states, which can lead to unpredictable outcomes.
- Potential for Popular Vote vs. Electoral Vote Discrepancies: Instances like the elections of 1824,
1876, 1888, 2000, and 2016 have raised concerns about the legitimacy of the system when the
popular vote winner does not become president.

Analysis and Document-Based Question (DBQ)
Approach

When engaging with the topic of the Electoral College in a classroom setting, utilizing a Document-
Based Question (DBQ) format can enhance critical thinking and analysis skills. A DBQ typically
requires students to analyze a set of primary sources and formulate an argument based on the
evidence presented.

Steps to Approach a DBQ on the Electoral College

1. Understand the Question: Carefully read the prompt to determine what is being asked regarding
the Electoral College.
2. Analyze the Documents: Review the provided documents critically, noting the historical context,
authorship, and perspective.
3. Develop a Thesis: Formulate a clear thesis statement that answers the DBQ prompt and can be
supported with evidence from the documents.
4. Organize Evidence: Create an outline that organizes evidence from the documents, as well as
outside knowledge, to support the thesis.
5. Write the Essay: Craft a well-structured essay that includes an introduction, body paragraphs, and a
conclusion that synthesizes the argument.

Potential Document Sources for a DBQ

- Federalist Papers: Specifically, Federalist No. 68, which discusses the rationale behind the Electoral
College.
- Historical Election Results: Data showing instances of popular vote versus electoral vote
discrepancies.
- Supreme Court Rulings: Documents related to key Supreme Court cases impacting the Electoral
College.
- Political Cartoons and Editorials: Contemporary critiques and analyses of the Electoral College's
effectiveness and fairness.



Conclusion

The Electoral College DBQ Answer Key serves as an essential tool for understanding the
complexities of the American electoral system. By engaging with the historical context, advantages,
disadvantages, and the various perspectives surrounding the Electoral College, students can develop
a nuanced understanding that transcends mere memorization of facts. Encouraging critical analysis
through DBQs not only enhances learning but also fosters informed citizenship, crucial for engaging in
the democratic process. As debates about the Electoral College continue, understanding its
implications remains an important aspect of American political education.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Electoral College?
The Electoral College is a group of representatives from each state in the U.S. that formally elects the
President and Vice President based on the popular vote in each state.

How many electoral votes are required to win the presidency?
A candidate needs a majority of the electoral votes, which is currently 270 out of 538, to win the
presidency.

What is a DBQ in the context of the Electoral College?
A DBQ, or Document-Based Question, is an assessment tool used in AP history courses that requires
students to analyze and synthesize historical documents related to the Electoral College.

Why was the Electoral College established?
The Electoral College was established by the Founding Fathers in the U.S. Constitution as a
compromise between electing the president by a vote in Congress and by popular vote.

What are some criticisms of the Electoral College?
Critics argue that the Electoral College can lead to unequal representation, disenfranchisement of
voters in non-swing states, and the possibility of a candidate winning the presidency without winning
the popular vote.

How does the winner-takes-all system work in the Electoral
College?
In most states, the candidate who receives the majority of the popular vote within that state receives
all of its electoral votes, which can skew representation.



What role do swing states play in the Electoral College?
Swing states are crucial in the Electoral College because they can be won by either major political
party in elections, making them key targets for campaign efforts.

What happens if no candidate receives a majority of electoral
votes?
If no candidate receives a majority of electoral votes, the election is decided by the House of
Representatives, with each state delegation casting one vote for one of the top three candidates.

How can the Electoral College impact voter turnout?
The Electoral College can impact voter turnout by discouraging voters in states where one party is
dominant, as they may feel their votes carry less weight.

What are some potential reforms to the Electoral College?
Potential reforms include adopting a national popular vote, proportional allocation of electoral votes,
or eliminating the Electoral College altogether in favor of direct elections.
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