
eleemosynary a play
eleemosynary a play is a profound exploration of familial relationships, sacrifice, and the
complexities of human emotions. Written by the acclaimed playwright Lee Blessing, this play delves
into the lives of three women across different generations, each navigating their own personal
struggles and aspirations. The narrative intricately weaves themes of charity, love, and the impact of
one's legacy on future generations. This article will delve into the plot, characters, thematic elements,
and the critical reception of "eleemosynary," providing a comprehensive understanding of its
significance in contemporary theatre. We will also explore its performance history and the relevance
of its themes in today’s society.
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Overview of "Eleemosynary"

"Eleemosynary," a one-act play, was first premiered in 1985 and has since become a staple in
American theatre. The title itself, derived from the Latin word meaning "charitable," sets the tone for
the play's exploration of altruism and familial bonds. The narrative unfolds through a series of
poignant interactions among the three central characters: Dorothea, the matriarch; her daughter,
Artemis; and her granddaughter, Echo. Each character represents different facets of love and
sacrifice, making the play a rich tapestry of emotional complexity.

The setting is minimalist, primarily revolving around Dorothea's home, which serves as a backdrop for
the unfolding drama. The play's structure is unique, employing non-linear storytelling and
interspersed flashbacks that provide depth to the characters’ motivations and histories. This format
allows the audience to engage intimately with the characters’ internal struggles, reflecting on the
nuances of their relationships.



Main Characters

The characters in "eleemosynary" are intricately crafted, each embodying distinct traits and personal
dilemmas that contribute to the overarching narrative. Understanding these characters is crucial for
grasping the emotional weight of the play.

Dorothea

Dorothea is the elderly mother of Artemis and the grandmother of Echo. She is portrayed as an
eccentric and deeply caring woman who has devoted her life to charitable work. Her past experiences
shape her character, revealing the sacrifices she has made for her family and the ideals she holds
dear. Her relationship with her daughter Artemis is fraught with tension, stemming from differing
views on motherhood and responsibility.

Artemis

Artemis, the daughter of Dorothea, embodies the struggle between personal ambition and familial
duty. She is portrayed as a strong-willed woman who has distanced herself from her mother’s ideals,
seeking to forge her own path. Throughout the play, Artemis grapples with feelings of resentment
towards her mother while simultaneously yearning for connection. Her character arc explores the
themes of forgiveness and understanding across generations.

Echo

Echo, the granddaughter, represents the new generation and the hope for reconciliation within the
family. An exceptionally bright young woman, she has a unique bond with both her grandmother and
mother. Echo's character is pivotal in bridging the emotional divide between Dorothea and Artemis,
ultimately highlighting the importance of empathy and communication in familial relationships.

Plot Summary

The plot of "eleemosynary" unfolds through a series of dialogues and flashbacks that reveal the
complexities of the characters' relationships. The play begins with Echo’s preparations for a spelling
bee, a symbol of her intelligence and potential. As the narrative progresses, the audience learns
about the strained relationship between Artemis and Dorothea, marked by past grievances and
misunderstandings.

Throughout the play, each character’s backstory is unveiled, providing insight into their motivations
and desires. The interactions among the three women reveal deep-seated emotions, including love,
anger, and a longing for connection. The climax of the play centers on a pivotal moment that forces



the characters to confront their past, leading to moments of vulnerability and clarity.

Themes and Motifs


