
english legal system revision notes

english legal system revision notes are essential tools for students and professionals seeking to

navigate the complexities of law in England and Wales. Understanding the English legal system is

crucial for anyone pursuing a career in law or related fields. This article provides a comprehensive

overview of the English legal system, covering its structure, sources of law, the role of judges, courts,

and the significance of legal principles. By the end of this article, readers will have a clearer

understanding of the key components of the English legal system, as well as effective revision

strategies to enhance their learning.
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Overview of the English Legal System

The English legal system is a common law system, meaning that it is largely based on judicial

decisions and precedents rather than codified statutes. This system is characterized by its adaptability

and its reliance on the principles of fairness and justice. The system operates under various branches

of law, including criminal, civil, and administrative law, each serving different purposes within society.

The legal system is designed to resolve disputes, maintain public order, and protect individual rights. It

is underpinned by various legal doctrines and principles, such as the rule of law, which asserts that no

one is above the law, and the separation of powers, which delineates the roles of the executive,

legislative, and judicial branches of government.

Sources of Law

Understanding the sources of law is fundamental to grasping the workings of the English legal system.

The primary sources of law in England include legislation, common law, and European Union law,

among others.

Legislation

Legislation refers to laws enacted by Parliament, which is the supreme legal authority in the UK. It

includes both primary legislation, such as Acts of Parliament, and secondary legislation, which are

regulations made under the authority of an Act. Key features of legislation include:

Acts of Parliament: These are laws passed by both Houses of Parliament and receive Royal

Assent.

Statutory Instruments: These are a form of secondary legislation that allows the provisions of an

Act to be brought into effect.

Local Laws: These may be enacted by local authorities and have jurisdiction only within their

designated areas.



Common Law

Common law is developed through judicial decisions and precedents set by higher courts. It plays a

crucial role in filling gaps left by legislation and ensuring that similar cases are treated consistently.

The principle of stare decisis ensures that lower courts follow the precedents established by higher

courts, thereby maintaining legal stability.

European Union Law

Prior to Brexit, European Union law was a significant source of law in the UK, influencing various

areas such as trade, environment, and human rights. Although the UK has left the EU, many EU laws

remain in effect until they are repealed or amended by Parliament.

The Court System

The court system in England and Wales is hierarchical, comprising different levels of courts that

handle various types of cases. Understanding the structure of the court system is essential for

navigating legal proceedings.

Hierarchy of Courts

The hierarchy of courts in England and Wales is as follows:

Supreme Court: The highest court in the land, which hears appeals on important points of law.

Court of Appeal: Divided into Civil and Criminal Divisions, it hears appeals from lower courts.

High Court: Deals with serious civil cases and has three divisions: Queen's Bench, Chancery,

and Family.



Crown Court: Handles serious criminal cases, including indictable offenses.

Magistrates' Court: Deals with less serious criminal cases and some civil matters.

Specialized Courts

In addition to the general court hierarchy, there are specialized courts that focus on specific areas of

law, such as:

Family Court: Handles family law matters, including divorce and child custody.

Employment Tribunal: Resolves disputes between employers and employees.

Tax Tribunal: Deals with tax-related disputes.

The Role of Judges

Judges play a vital role in the English legal system, serving as decision-makers in court proceedings.

Their responsibilities include interpreting and applying the law, ensuring fair trials, and making rulings

based on evidence presented.

Types of Judges

Judges in England and Wales can be categorized into several types, including:

Magistrates: Lay judges who handle less serious cases, often serving on a voluntary basis.

District Judges: Professional judges who preside over cases in the Magistrates' Court and



County Court.

High Court Judges: Senior judges who handle serious civil cases and significant appeals.

Lord Justices of Appeal: Senior judges in the Court of Appeal who hear appeals on important

legal issues.

Judicial Independence

Judicial independence is a cornerstone of the English legal system, ensuring that judges are free from

external pressures and influences. This independence is crucial for maintaining public confidence in

the legal system and ensuring fair and impartial justice.

Legal Principles and Concepts

The English legal system is grounded in several key legal principles and concepts that guide judicial

decisions and legal practice. Understanding these principles is essential for effective revision and

application of the law.

Rule of Law

The rule of law is a fundamental principle that asserts that everyone is subject to the law, and the law

applies equally to all individuals, regardless of status. This principle promotes fairness and

accountability within the legal system.

Precedent

Precedent is a legal principle that requires courts to follow the decisions made in previous cases when

the facts are similar. This ensures consistency in the application of the law and helps to predict legal



outcomes.

Legal Capacity

Legal capacity refers to the ability of individuals to enter into legal agreements and be held

accountable for their actions. It is influenced by various factors, including age, mental capacity, and

legal status.

Effective Revision Strategies

For students and professionals looking to revise their understanding of the English legal system,

employing effective revision strategies can significantly enhance retention and comprehension.

Organized Study Materials

Creating organized study materials is critical for effective revision. This can include:

Summarizing key concepts and legal principles in concise notes.

Utilizing flashcards for memorizing important cases and statutes.

Creating mind maps to visualize connections between different areas of law.

Practice Questions

Engaging with practice questions and past examination papers can provide insight into the types of

questions that may be encountered. This practice is invaluable for reinforcing knowledge and

improving exam performance.



Group Study Sessions

Participating in group study sessions can facilitate discussion and enable the sharing of different

perspectives and interpretations of legal concepts. This collaborative approach can enhance

understanding and retention of complex material.

Conclusion

In summary, a thorough grasp of the English legal system is essential for aspiring legal professionals

and those interested in understanding the law's functioning. The system's structure, sources of law,

court hierarchy, and the role of judges form the backbone of legal practice in England and Wales. By

utilizing effective revision strategies, individuals can deepen their knowledge and prepare themselves

for the challenges of legal studies and practice. English legal system revision notes serve as a vital

resource in this educational journey, providing clarity and organization to the complexities of law.

Q: What are English legal system revision notes?

A: English legal system revision notes are concise summaries and outlines of key concepts, principles,

and structures of the legal system in England and Wales. They are used by students and professionals

to aid in studying and understanding the law.

Q: Why is understanding the English legal system important?

A: Understanding the English legal system is important for legal professionals, students, and anyone

involved in legal matters, as it helps ensure compliance with laws, facilitates fair dispute resolution,

and underpins the administration of justice.



Q: What are the main sources of law in the English legal system?

A: The main sources of law in the English legal system include legislation (Acts of Parliament),

common law (judicial precedents), and, prior to Brexit, European Union law.

Q: How does the court system in England and Wales work?

A: The court system in England and Wales is hierarchical, with different courts handling various types

of cases. The Supreme Court is the highest court, followed by the Court of Appeal, High Court, Crown

Court, and Magistrates' Court.

Q: What role do judges play in the English legal system?

A: Judges in the English legal system interpret and apply the law, preside over court proceedings,

ensure fair trials, and make rulings based on evidence and legal principles.

Q: What is the rule of law?

A: The rule of law is a fundamental principle stating that everyone is subject to the law, which applies

equally to all individuals, ensuring fairness and accountability within the legal system.

Q: What is the importance of legal precedent?

A: Legal precedent ensures consistency in the application of the law by requiring courts to follow

decisions made in previous cases with similar facts, promoting stability and predictability in legal

outcomes.



Q: What are some effective strategies for revising the English legal

system?

A: Effective revision strategies include creating organized study materials, engaging with practice

questions, and participating in group study sessions to reinforce understanding and retention of legal

concepts.
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