
english literature clep study guide
english literature clep study guide is an essential resource for students looking to earn
college credit through the College Level Examination Program (CLEP) in English Literature.
This guide provides a thorough overview of the key concepts, authors, and literary
movements that are frequently tested on the exam. It will cover the structure of the CLEP
exam, effective study strategies, essential literary terms, and a comprehensive review of
major works and authors. With this information, students will be better prepared to
approach the exam with confidence and achieve their academic goals.

To facilitate a clear understanding, the following sections will delve into the details of the
English Literature CLEP exam, provide a structured study plan, and highlight important
resources for preparation.

Understanding the CLEP English Literature Exam

Key Literary Terms and Concepts

Major Authors and Works

Effective Study Strategies

Resources for Further Study

Practice Tests and Sample Questions

Understanding the CLEP English Literature Exam
The CLEP English Literature exam assesses students' knowledge and understanding of
English literature from various periods, including the Renaissance, Romantic, Victorian, and
Modern eras. The exam typically consists of around 95 multiple-choice questions, which
students must complete within a time frame of 90 minutes.

Scoring for the exam is based on the number of correct answers, and a passing score
generally ranges from 50 to 60, depending on the institution. The content of the exam is
divided into several categories, including reading comprehension, analysis of literary works,
and understanding of literary history.

Exam Format and Content Areas
The English Literature CLEP exam is designed to test a variety of skills and knowledge
areas. The key content areas include:

Reading Comprehension



Analysis of Literary Techniques

Knowledge of Literary History

Understanding of Various Literary Genres

Familiarity with Major Authors and Their Works

By familiarizing themselves with these areas, students can identify their strengths and
weaknesses in preparation for the exam. Understanding the format and types of questions
asked will also help to reduce anxiety on test day.

Key Literary Terms and Concepts
To excel on the CLEP exam, students must grasp essential literary terms and concepts.
These terms not only aid comprehension but also enhance the ability to analyze and
critique literary works effectively.

Important Literary Terms
Here are some fundamental literary terms that are crucial for the exam:

Theme: The central idea or message conveyed in a literary work.

Symbolism: The use of symbols to represent ideas or qualities.

Irony: A contrast between expectation and reality, often highlighting a deeper
meaning.

Metaphor: A figure of speech that makes a comparison between two unlike things.

Imagery: Descriptive language that appeals to the senses, creating visual
representations in the reader's mind.

These terms are frequently tested on the exam and understanding them can significantly
enhance a student’s analytical skills.

Major Authors and Works
A solid knowledge of significant authors and their contributions to English literature is vital
for the CLEP exam. The following sections highlight some of the most important figures and
their works across different literary movements.



Renaissance to Victorian Literature
During the Renaissance period, authors like William Shakespeare and John Milton made
substantial contributions to English literature. Shakespeare's plays, such as "Hamlet" and
"Macbeth," explore themes of ambition, power, and the human condition. Milton's epic
poem "Paradise Lost" delves into the themes of free will and redemption.

Moving into the Victorian era, authors like Charles Dickens and the Brontë sisters gained
prominence. Dickens' novels, such as "Great Expectations" and "A Tale of Two Cities," often
reflect social issues and moral dilemmas. The Brontë sisters, particularly Charlotte and
Emily, are known for their exploration of complex characters and emotional depth in works
like "Jane Eyre" and "Wuthering Heights."

Modern and Contemporary Literature
The 20th century brought forth brilliant writers like Virginia Woolf and T.S. Eliot. Woolf's
novels, including "Mrs. Dalloway," showcase stream-of-consciousness writing and delve into
the intricacies of human thought. T.S. Eliot's poetry, notably "The Waste Land," reflects the
disillusionment of post-war society and employs a variety of literary allusions.

Understanding these authors and their major works is critical for the CLEP exam, as
questions often revolve around their themes, style, and historical context.

Effective Study Strategies
Preparing for the English Literature CLEP exam requires a strategic approach. Students
should develop a study plan that incorporates various resources and methods to maximize
their understanding and retention of material.

Creating a Study Schedule
Establishing a study schedule is essential. Students should allocate specific times each
week to focus solely on English literature. This can include reading texts, reviewing notes,
and taking practice tests. Consistency is key to retaining information.

Utilizing Practice Tests
Practice tests are invaluable tools for exam preparation. They help students familiarize
themselves with the question format and timing. Many study guides and online resources
offer sample questions that reflect the content of the CLEP exam.

Resources for Further Study
In addition to creating a study schedule, utilizing a variety of resources can significantly
enhance preparation. Here are some recommended types of resources:



Textbooks: Comprehensive literature textbooks that cover major authors and
movements.

Online Courses: Many educational platforms offer courses specifically designed for
CLEP exam preparation.

Study Guides: CLEP-specific study guides provide summaries, key terms, and sample
questions.

Literature Anthologies: Collections of literary works that include critical essays and
analyses.

These resources will provide a well-rounded understanding and help solidify knowledge
before the exam.

Practice Tests and Sample Questions
Taking practice tests is one of the most effective ways to prepare for the English Literature
CLEP exam. These tests not only assess knowledge but also improve time management
skills. Students should strive to take at least a few full-length practice exams under timed
conditions.

Types of Sample Questions
Sample questions can vary but often include:

Identifying themes in excerpts from literary works.

Analyzing characters and their motivations.

Recognizing literary devices in poetry and prose.

Understanding the historical context of a specific work.

Familiarity with these question types will help students approach the exam with greater
confidence and readiness.

Final Thoughts
Preparing for the English Literature CLEP exam can be a rewarding endeavor. By
understanding the exam format, key literary terms, major authors, and effective study
strategies, students can approach their studies with a structured and informed mindset.
Resources such as textbooks, online courses, and practice tests will further aid in achieving
success on the exam.



Q: What is the format of the English Literature CLEP
exam?
A: The English Literature CLEP exam consists of approximately 95 multiple-choice questions
that must be completed in 90 minutes. The questions assess reading comprehension,
analysis of literary works, and knowledge of literary history.

Q: How can I effectively prepare for the English
Literature CLEP exam?
A: Effective preparation involves creating a study schedule, utilizing practice tests, and
exploring a variety of resources such as textbooks, online courses, and study guides
focused on English literature.

Q: What are some key literary terms I should know for
the exam?
A: Important literary terms include theme, symbolism, irony, metaphor, and imagery.
Understanding these terms will enhance your ability to analyze literary works on the exam.

Q: Which authors are crucial to study for the English
Literature CLEP exam?
A: Major authors to focus on include William Shakespeare, John Milton, Charles Dickens, the
Brontë sisters, Virginia Woolf, and T.S. Eliot, as their works are frequently referenced in the
exam.

Q: How important are practice tests for exam
preparation?
A: Practice tests are vital for familiarizing yourself with the exam format, improving time
management, and assessing your knowledge. They help build confidence and identify areas
for improvement.

Q: Are there specific study guides recommended for the
English Literature CLEP exam?
A: Yes, there are many CLEP-specific study guides available that provide summaries of key
concepts, literary terms, and practice questions tailored to the exam.

Q: What is the passing score for the English Literature



CLEP exam?
A: The passing score typically ranges from 50 to 60, depending on the institution, but
students should check with their specific colleges for their required passing scores.

Q: How long should I study for the English Literature
CLEP exam?
A: The duration of study varies by individual, but a consistent study period of at least 4-6
weeks, with regular review sessions, is recommended for thorough preparation.

Q: Can I retake the English Literature CLEP exam if I
don’t pass?
A: Yes, students can retake the CLEP exam, but they should check with their institution for
specific policies regarding retaking exams and any waiting periods that may apply.
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