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The game of Magic: The Gathering has evolved into a complex tapestry of strategies,
archetypes, and formats, each requiring players to adapt and refine their decks according
to the metagame. Among the various archetypes, the Esper Legends deck stands out due
to its powerful synergy, diverse options, and ability to control the board while applying
pressure with legendary creatures. This article provides a comprehensive sideboard guide
for Esper Legends, detailing the strategic considerations and card choices that can help
players maximize their chances of success in competitive play.

Understanding Esper Legends

Esper Legends primarily revolves around a combination of blue, black, and white mana,
leveraging the strengths of these colors to create a formidable deck. The key components
of the deck include:

- Legendary Creatures: The hallmark of the Esper Legends deck, these creatures often
possess unique abilities that can swing the tide of the game.
- Control Elements: Cards that help manage the opponent's threats, such as counterspells
and removal.
- Synergistic Spells: Spells that enhance the performance of legendary creatures,
providing card advantage and resilience.

Core Strategy

The core strategy of Esper Legends involves establishing a board state filled with powerful
legendary creatures while controlling the game through counterspells and removal. The
deck seeks to outvalue opponents through attrition, leveraging the unique abilities of its
legendary creatures to dominate the battlefield.

Importance of the Sideboard

A well-constructed sideboard is essential for any competitive deck, and Esper Legends is
no exception. The sideboard allows players to adapt to the specific threats posed by their
opponents, ensuring that the deck remains versatile and resilient across different
matchups.

Key Considerations for Sideboarding



When constructing a sideboard for Esper Legends, consider the following factors:

1. Meta Awareness: Understanding the prevalent decks in the current metagame is
crucial. This knowledge informs your sideboard choices, allowing you to counter specific
strategies effectively.

2. Flexibility: Aim for a sideboard that can address various matchups. Having versatile
cards can help you pivot strategies depending on the opponent's deck.

3. Combating Aggro vs. Control: Different strategies require different responses. Ensure
your sideboard can handle aggressive decks while also being able to compete against
control strategies.

Recommended Sideboard Cards

Here is a list of recommended sideboard cards for Esper Legends, categorized by their
primary functions:

Against Aggro Decks

1. Leyline Binding: This powerful enchantment allows you to exile a target nonland
permanent, making it invaluable against aggressive strategies that rely on key creatures.

2. Doomskar: As a board wipe, Doomskar can reset the battlefield in your favor,
particularly against swarm strategies.

3. Skyclave Apparition: This creature can remove threats while providing you with an
opportunity to gain a creature of your own.

4. Swords to Plowshares: A classic removal spell, it can eliminate any creature, allowing
you to stabilize against aggressive opponents.

Against Control Decks

1. Mystical Dispute: This counterspell shines in control mirrors, allowing you to counter
blue spells at a reduced cost.

2. Disdainful Stroke: Effective against big spells, Disdainful Stroke can counter key threats
that control decks often rely on.

3. Narset, Parter of Veils: Narset can disrupt card draw strategies and filter through your
deck, providing card advantage while denying it to your opponent.

4. Thoughtseize: Hand disruption can give you insight into your opponent's strategy while
removing critical threats before they hit the board.



Against Combo Decks

1. Unmoored Ego: This powerful sorcery allows you to exile all copies of a specified card
from your opponent’s deck, making it a potent tool against combo strategies.

2. Leyline of the Void: This enchantment can shut down graveyard strategies, which are
often integral to combo decks.

3. Pithing Needle: Naming key cards can disrupt opponents' combos, making Pithing
Needle a versatile choice.

4. Veil of Summer: Against decks heavy on blue and black spells, Veil of Summer can
provide you with protection and card draw.

Against Midrange Decks

1. Kaya’s Guile: This flexible spell can create tokens, exile creatures from graveyards, and
deal damage, making it a versatile option against midrange strategies.

2. Aether Gust: This can help counter green or red spells while allowing you to draw a
card, making it useful against midrange decks that rely on these colors.

3. Collector Ouphe: A great option against artifact-heavy midrange decks, Collector Ouphe
can disrupt their game plan while being a reasonable threat on its own.

Sample Sideboard Configuration

Here’s a sample sideboard configuration for an Esper Legends deck, illustrating how the
recommended cards can be organized:

- 2 Leyline Binding
- 2 Doomskar
- 2 Skyclave Apparition
- 2 Mystical Dispute
- 2 Disdainful Stroke
- 2 Unmoored Ego
- 1 Pithing Needle

This configuration provides a well-rounded approach, addressing various matchups while
ensuring that you have the necessary tools to control the game and apply pressure.

Sideboarding Strategy

Knowing which cards to bring in and which to take out is crucial for sideboarding



effectively. Here are some general guidelines:

1. Assess Your Opponent's Strategy: Before each game, evaluate your opponent’s strategy
and select cards from your sideboard that will provide the most benefit.

2. Remove Weak Links: Identify cards in your main deck that may underperform against
the specific matchup, and replace them with more effective sideboard options.

3. Maintain Synergy: While adding new cards, ensure that your overall deck synergy
remains intact. Avoid removing too many legendary creatures or crucial spells that
contribute to your primary strategy.

4. Practice: The best way to become proficient at sideboarding is through practice.
Playtest against various matchups to understand how different sideboarded cards perform
in real game scenarios.

Conclusion

The Esper Legends deck offers a unique blend of powerful legendary creatures and
control elements that can dominate the battlefield when played correctly. A well-thought-
out sideboard is essential to adapting to the diverse metagame and ensuring that you are
equipped to handle a variety of challenges. By understanding your opponents and making
strategic sideboarding decisions, you can enhance your chances of success and truly shine
in your next competitive Magic: The Gathering event.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an Esper Legends sideboard guide?
An Esper Legends sideboard guide provides strategies and card recommendations for
players using the Esper color combination (White, Blue, and Black) in Magic: The
Gathering. It helps players optimize their sideboard choices to counter specific matchups
effectively.

What are key cards to include in an Esper Legends
sideboard?
Key cards often include removal spells like 'Fatal Push' or 'Mortify', counterspells like
'Dovin's Veto', and versatile cards like 'Leyline of the Void' or 'Rest in Peace' to address
graveyard strategies.

How do I determine what to sideboard against my
opponent?
Analyze your opponent's deck type and strategy. If they rely on creature-based attacks,



consider adding more removal. If they utilize spells, counterspells may be beneficial.
Always adapt based on the specific threats you face.

Can you explain the importance of mana considerations
in an Esper Legends sideboard?
Mana considerations are crucial because Esper decks often require a balance of colored
mana. Ensure your sideboard cards align with your mana base to avoid getting stranded
with cards you can't cast during a match.

What matchups should I prepare for with an Esper
Legends sideboard?
Prepare for aggressive creature decks, control decks, and combo-oriented strategies.
Having a mix of removal, counterspells, and disruptive cards will help you handle a variety
of opponents.

Are there any specific sideboard strategies for Esper
Legends in competitive play?
In competitive play, focus on adaptability. Use cards that can swing the game in your favor
or disrupt your opponent's game plan. Cards like 'Thoughtseize' for hand disruption and
'Sorin, Vengeful Bloodlord' for lifegain can be highly effective.

How often should I change my sideboard for different
tournaments?
You should adjust your sideboard before each tournament based on the expected meta. If
a new deck becomes popular or if you see a shift in strategies, tweak your sideboard
accordingly to maintain your competitive edge.

What are common mistakes players make with their
Esper Legends sideboard?
Common mistakes include overcommitting to specific tech cards that may not be
universally effective, neglecting to account for diverse matchups, and failing to balance
their sideboard between reactive and proactive cards.

Where can I find updated Esper Legends sideboard
guides?
Updated Esper Legends sideboard guides can be found on various Magic: The Gathering
community websites, forums, and content creator platforms like YouTube or Twitch, where
players share their insights and strategies.
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