
evan rachel wood running with scissors
evan rachel wood running with scissors is a compelling narrative that intertwines the
life and career of actress Evan Rachel Wood with the themes of resilience and artistic
expression. This article explores Wood's journey through various phases of her career,
particularly highlighting her role in the film "Running with Scissors," based on Augusten
Burroughs' memoir. We will examine her performance, the film's impact, and the broader
implications of mental health and personal struggles depicted in both the book and the film.
Additionally, we will delve into Wood's contributions to the entertainment industry, her
advocacy for mental health awareness, and her evolution as an artist. This comprehensive
overview aims to provide readers with a nuanced understanding of Evan Rachel Wood's role
in "Running with Scissors" and the significance of her work.
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Overview of "Running with Scissors"
"Running with Scissors," released in 2006, is a film adaptation of Augusten Burroughs'
memoir of the same name. Directed by Ryan Murphy, the film explores Burroughs'
unconventional upbringing and his experiences with a dysfunctional family. The narrative
follows Augusten, played by Joseph Cross, as he navigates life under the care of his
mother's psychiatrist, Dr. Finch, portrayed by Brian Cox. Evan Rachel Wood plays the
character of Natalie, Augusten's close friend, who becomes a significant presence in his life.
The film received mixed reviews but was praised for its unique storytelling and strong
performances.

The Plot and Characters
The plot of "Running with Scissors" is both poignant and darkly comedic. It depicts
Augusten's chaotic childhood and adolescence while living with Dr. Finch's eccentric family.
Each character represents different aspects of mental health struggles, including addiction,
instability, and the search for identity. Evan Rachel Wood's character, Natalie, embodies a



spirit of rebellion and complexity, providing a counterbalance to Augusten's more
introspective nature.

The film not only highlights individual struggles but also comments on the broader topic of
mental health in America. By showcasing the harsh realities of Burroughs' life and the
peculiarities of his guardians, it offers a raw perspective on the effects of mental illness on
families and relationships.

Evan Rachel Wood: A Brief Biography
Evan Rachel Wood was born on September 7, 1987, in Raleigh, North Carolina. She began
her acting career at a young age, appearing in television series and films that showcased
her talent. Wood gained widespread recognition for her role in the critically acclaimed film
"Thirteen," which earned her a nomination for a Golden Globe. Over the years, she has
taken on a variety of roles that reflect her versatility as an actress.

Her performance in "Running with Scissors" is a testament to her ability to convey deep
emotional complexity. Wood's career has continued to flourish, with notable roles in
projects such as "True Blood" and "Westworld." Throughout her career, she has become
known for her fearless approach to challenging roles and her willingness to engage with
difficult themes, particularly those related to mental health and personal trauma.

The Impact of "Running with Scissors"
The release of "Running with Scissors" had a significant impact on audiences and critics
alike. While the film received mixed reviews, it spurred discussions on mental health and
the representation of family dynamics in cinema. The portrayal of mental illness in the film
resonates with many viewers, as it reflects real-life struggles faced by individuals and
families dealing with similar issues.

Moreover, Wood's performance as Natalie brought depth to the character, allowing viewers
to empathize with her struggles and strengths. The film's exploration of the chaotic
environment in which Augusten grew up serves as a reminder of the importance of
understanding mental health issues and the need for compassion and support for those
affected.

Critical Reception


