
everything that rises must converge short story

everything that rises must converge short story is a profound and intricate exploration of themes such

as race, identity, and the complexities of human relationships, written by the celebrated author

Flannery O'Connor. This short story is a poignant narrative that delves into the dynamics between a

mother and her son, highlighting their struggles and the societal changes occurring around them. The

story is rich with symbolism and layered meanings, which reflect O'Connor's deep understanding of the

human condition and the social issues of her time. In this article, we will explore the main themes,

characters, and literary devices used in "Everything That Rises Must Converge," providing a

comprehensive analysis for readers seeking to understand this notable work.
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Introduction to the Story

"Everything That Rises Must Converge" was published in 1965 and is one of Flannery O'Connor's

most celebrated works. The story is set in the American South during a time of significant social

change, particularly regarding race relations. O'Connor, known for her Southern Gothic style, often

explores themes of morality, grace, and the human struggle against societal norms. In this narrative,

the interaction between Julian, a young man, and his mother serves as a microcosm for the broader

societal tensions of the era. The title itself suggests a philosophical notion that all things are

interconnected, which is a recurring motif throughout the story.

Plot Summary

The plot of "Everything That Rises Must Converge" revolves around a bus ride taken by Julian and his

mother. Julian, who is educated and liberal, feels a strong disdain for his mother’s outdated views on

race and class. His mother, reflecting the values of her generation, is unaware of the changes

happening around her and clings to her prejudices. As they embark on their journey, the tension

between them escalates, revealing their conflicting perspectives. The bus ride serves as a catalyst for

the unfolding drama, culminating in a shocking encounter that forces both characters to confront their

beliefs and the harsh realities of their world.

Main Characters

Understanding the main characters is crucial to analyzing "Everything That Rises Must Converge." The

two primary characters are Julian and his mother, each representing different societal viewpoints.

Julian

Julian is a young man who embodies the complexities of modern thought. He is educated and holds

progressive views, yet he is also deeply resentful of his mother’s attitudes. His internal struggle reflects



broader societal conflicts regarding race and class. Julian's character is marked by his attempts to

rebel against his mother while grappling with his own biases and frustrations.

Julian's Mother

Julian's mother represents the old Southern aristocracy, clinging to her past and her beliefs about race

and class. She is portrayed as well-meaning yet oblivious, often making comments that reveal her

prejudices. Her character serves as a foil to Julian, highlighting the generational divide in perspectives

on race and social status.

Themes and Symbolism

The story is rich with themes and symbolism that enhance its depth and meaning. Key themes include

the conflict between tradition and change, the complexities of racial identity, and the nature of human

relationships.

Conflict Between Tradition and Change

Throughout the narrative, the conflict between Julian and his mother illustrates the tensions between

traditional values and the emerging social consciousness of the 1960s. Julian's disdain for his mother's

views represents the younger generation's desire for progress, while his mother’s clinging to her past

signifies the struggle to let go of ingrained beliefs.

Racial Identity

The theme of racial identity permeates the story, as both Julian and his mother navigate their beliefs in

a changing world. The bus ride serves as a microcosm for societal interactions, where characters from

different backgrounds come together, often resulting in conflict and misunderstanding.



Symbolism

O'Connor employs various symbols throughout the story to convey deeper meanings. The bus itself is

a significant symbol, representing the journey of life and the convergence of different social classes

and races. Additionally, the hat worn by Julian's mother symbolizes her outdated views and her

inability to adapt to change.

Literary Devices

Flannery O'Connor uses several literary devices to enhance the narrative and convey her themes

effectively. These devices include irony, foreshadowing, and vivid imagery.

Irony

Irony plays a crucial role in the story, particularly in Julian’s character. His desire to be a progressive

thinker is undermined by his own prejudices, creating a paradox that highlights the complexity of

human nature. The ending serves as a poignant moment of irony, forcing readers to confront the

consequences of both Julian's and his mother's beliefs.

Foreshadowing

O'Connor expertly uses foreshadowing to hint at the climactic encounter. Subtle details throughout the

narrative build tension and prepare the reader for the unexpected conclusion, which leaves a lasting

impact.

Vivid Imagery

The author’s use of vivid imagery brings the story to life, allowing readers to visualize the settings and

emotions experienced by the characters. O'Connor's descriptions of the bus, the city, and the people



create a rich tapestry that immerses the reader in the narrative.

The Context of the Story

To fully understand "Everything That Rises Must Converge," it is essential to consider the historical

and cultural context in which it was written. The story reflects the societal upheavals of the 1960s,

particularly the Civil Rights Movement, which sought to address racial inequality in America.

O'Connor's Southern background informs her portrayal of characters and their struggles, providing

insight into the complexities of race relations in the South.

Conclusion

"Everything That Rises Must Converge" is a masterful exploration of the human condition, particularly

in the context of race and social change. Flannery O'Connor's nuanced characters, rich themes, and

skillful use of literary devices create a compelling narrative that resonates with readers. The story

serves as a mirror reflecting the tensions and transformations of its time, inviting readers to confront

their own beliefs and assumptions. Through Julian and his mother, O'Connor challenges us to consider

the intersections of identity, tradition, and the inevitable convergence of all that rises.

Q: What is the main conflict in "Everything That Rises Must

Converge"?

A: The main conflict in "Everything That Rises Must Converge" lies between Julian and his mother,

representing a clash of generational values regarding race and class. Julian's liberal views are at odds

with his mother's traditional beliefs, creating tension throughout their bus ride.



Q: How does Flannery O'Connor use symbolism in the story?

A: Flannery O'Connor uses symbolism to convey deeper meanings, such as the bus representing the

journey of life and the convergence of different social classes. Julian's mother's hat symbolizes her

outdated views, illustrating her inability to adapt to the changing world.

Q: What themes are explored in "Everything That Rises Must

Converge"?

A: The story explores themes such as the conflict between tradition and change, racial identity, and

the complexities of human relationships. These themes reflect the societal tensions of the 1960s and

the evolving attitudes toward race.

Q: How does irony play a role in the story?

A: Irony is central to the story, particularly in Julian's character, whose desire to be progressive is

undermined by his own prejudices. The ending presents a moment of irony that forces both characters

to confront the realities of their beliefs.

Q: What is the significance of the title "Everything That Rises Must

Converge"?

A: The title suggests a philosophical idea that all things are interconnected. It reflects the story's

exploration of societal change and the inevitable intersections of race, class, and identity.

Q: In what ways does the historical context influence the narrative?

A: The historical context of the 1960s, particularly the Civil Rights Movement, significantly influences

the narrative by providing a backdrop for the characters' struggles and beliefs regarding race and

social change.



Q: Who are the central characters in the story?

A: The central characters are Julian, a young man with progressive views, and his mother, who

embodies traditional Southern values. Their interactions highlight the generational divide in

perspectives on race and identity.

Q: What literary devices does O'Connor employ in the story?

A: O'Connor employs literary devices such as irony, foreshadowing, and vivid imagery to enhance the

narrative, convey themes, and create a compelling reading experience.

Q: How does the story end, and what is its significance?

A: The story ends with a shocking encounter on the bus that forces both Julian and his mother to

confront their beliefs. This moment serves as a critical turning point, highlighting the complexities of

their relationship and the broader societal issues at play.
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