
example of rhetorical analysis essay
using ethos pathos and logos

Rhetorical analysis essays are a powerful tool for understanding the
complexities of communication and persuasion. They allow readers to dissect
the elements of rhetoric used in various forms of writing or speech,
revealing how authors and speakers connect with their audience. The three
primary rhetorical appeals—ethos, pathos, and logos—form the backbone of such
analyses. This article will provide a comprehensive example of a rhetorical
analysis essay, focusing on how these appeals operate within a specific text.

Understanding Rhetorical Appeals

Before diving into the analysis, it's essential to understand the three
rhetorical appeals:

Ethos
Ethos refers to the credibility or ethical appeal of the speaker or writer.
It establishes trustworthiness and authority, persuading the audience to
accept the argument based on the character or credibility of the author.

Pathos
Pathos appeals to the audience's emotions. It seeks to evoke feelings that
will lead the audience to accept the argument being presented. This emotional
connection can be a powerful persuasive tool.

Logos
Logos is the logical appeal of the argument. It relies on reasoning, facts,
and evidence to convince the audience. A well-structured argument using logos
helps the audience follow the writer’s line of reasoning and understand the
validity of the claims.

Example Text for Analysis

For this analysis, we will examine a fictional speech by a climate change
activist, Jane Doe, titled "Our Planet, Our Responsibility." The speech
addresses the urgent need for action on climate change and seeks to persuade
the audience to take personal and collective responsibility.

Rhetorical Analysis of "Our Planet, Our
Responsibility"



Ethos in the Speech
In her speech, Jane Doe establishes her credibility (ethos) in several ways:

1. Personal Experience: Jane opens her speech with a personal anecdote about
her childhood in a coastal town that has been significantly affected by
rising sea levels. This connection not only makes her relatable but also
demonstrates her firsthand experience with the consequences of climate
change.

2. Expert Status: Jane mentions her background in environmental science,
stating that she has spent over a decade researching climate issues. By
sharing her qualifications, she enhances her authority on the subject, which
makes her audience more likely to trust her message.

3. References to Credible Sources: Throughout her speech, Jane cites
reputable organizations like the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) and the World Wildlife Fund (WWF). These references bolster her
credibility, as she aligns her argument with established authorities in the
field.

By combining personal experience with professional credentials and reputable
sources, Jane effectively establishes her ethos, making her audience more
inclined to listen to her call to action.

Pathos in the Speech
Jane Doe skillfully employs pathos to evoke an emotional response from her
audience:

1. Vivid Imagery: Jane uses descriptive language to paint a picture of the
devastating effects of climate change. She describes polar bears struggling
to find ice to rest on and families being displaced from their homes due to
flooding. These images elicit feelings of compassion and urgency.

2. Anecdotes of Real People: In her speech, Jane shares stories of families
affected by natural disasters linked to climate change. By presenting real-
life examples, she humanizes the issue, making it more relatable and
emotionally impactful.

3. Call to Action: Jane concludes her speech with an emotional plea, urging
her audience to consider the legacy they will leave for future generations.
This appeal to the audience’s sense of responsibility and love for their
children stirs feelings of guilt and hope, compelling them to act.

Through these emotional appeals, Jane successfully connects with her audience
on a deeper level, inspiring them to take action against climate change.

Logos in the Speech
Jane Doe also employs logos to present a logical argument:

1. Statistics and Data: Jane incorporates compelling statistics to support
her claims. For instance, she cites that the last decade was the hottest on
record and that carbon dioxide levels are at their highest in 3 million
years. These facts provide a rational basis for her argument.



2. Cause and Effect Relationships: Jane clearly outlines the links between
human activities—such as fossil fuel consumption and deforestation—and their
impact on climate change. By explaining the logical connections, she helps
her audience understand the consequences of inaction.

3. Proposed Solutions: Jane offers practical solutions, such as transitioning
to renewable energy and reducing waste. By presenting a logical path forward,
she empowers her audience with actionable steps, reinforcing her argument
through reasoned analysis.

Through her use of logical reasoning and evidence, Jane effectively
strengthens her argument and persuades her audience to consider the serious
implications of climate change.

Conclusion

In her speech "Our Planet, Our Responsibility," Jane Doe skillfully employs
the rhetorical appeals of ethos, pathos, and logos to persuade her audience
about the urgency of addressing climate change. By establishing her
credibility through personal experience and expertise, evoking strong
emotions through vivid imagery and personal stories, and presenting logical
arguments backed by data, Jane creates a compelling case for action.

This analysis demonstrates the effectiveness of these rhetorical strategies
in communication. Understanding how ethos, pathos, and logos work can enhance
our ability to critique and appreciate persuasive texts, whether they are
speeches, essays, or advertisements. As consumers of information, being aware
of these rhetorical appeals empowers us to engage with content critically,
discerning the motivations behind the messages we encounter in our daily
lives.

Ultimately, the study of rhetorical analysis not only enriches our
understanding of communication but also encourages us to think critically
about the information presented to us, fostering a more informed and engaged
society. In a world where persuasive communication is ubiquitous, mastering
the art of rhetoric becomes essential for both speakers and listeners alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a rhetorical analysis essay?

A rhetorical analysis essay examines how authors use rhetorical
strategies—such as ethos, pathos, and logos—to persuade their audience. It
discusses the effectiveness of these techniques in delivering the author's
message.

How can ethos be used in a rhetorical analysis essay?

In a rhetorical analysis essay, ethos refers to the credibility and ethical
appeal of the author. Analyzing how the author establishes trust and
authority with the audience can highlight the strength of their argument.



What role does pathos play in a rhetorical analysis
essay?

Pathos involves emotional appeal. In a rhetorical analysis essay, one can
explore how the author evokes emotions through storytelling, imagery, or
passionate language to connect with the audience and strengthen their
argument.

How is logos analyzed in a rhetorical analysis essay?

Logos is the logical appeal based on reasoning and evidence. In a rhetorical
analysis essay, examining the use of facts, statistics, and logical arguments
helps to assess how effectively the author persuades the audience through
rational thought.

Can you provide an example of using ethos, pathos,
and logos in a rhetorical analysis essay?

Certainly! An example could be analyzing a speech by a political leader.
Ethos might be illustrated by the leader's experience and qualifications,
pathos could be shown through stories of affected citizens, and logos might
involve statistics about policy impact, all contributing to a compelling
argument.
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