examples of Isat writing prompts

Examples of LSAT Writing Prompts are critical for aspiring law students to understand the
expectations of the writing portion of the Law School Admission Test (LSAT). The LSAT is a
standardized test designed to assess the reading comprehension, logical reasoning, and
critical thinking skills necessary for success in law school. Among its various components,
the writing sample is particularly important as it provides law schools with a glimpse of an
applicant's writing abilities and analytical thinking. This article will explore the nature of
LSAT writing prompts, provide examples, and offer tips for crafting a strong writing sample.

Understanding LSAT Writing Prompts

The LSAT writing section is not scored but is sent to law schools as part of the application
process. The prompts typically present a scenario or a problem that requires the test-taker
to make a decision and justify that decision in writing. The focus is on the clarity of thought,
organization, and the ability to argue effectively.

Structure of LSAT Writing Prompts

LSAT writing prompts generally follow a similar structure:

1. Scenario Presentation: The prompt begins with a brief narrative or description of a
situation.

2. Decision Point: Test-takers are often asked to choose between two or more options.
3. Justification Requirement: The test-taker must explain their reasoning for the chosen
option, considering potential counterarguments.

This structure tests not only decision-making skills but also the ability to articulate and
defend a position effectively.

Examples of LSAT Writing Prompts

Here are some examples of LSAT writing prompts to illustrate the type of scenarios you
may encounter.

Example 1: The Scholarship Dilemma

Scenario: A prestigious law school offers a scholarship to two applicants: Jane and Mike.
Jane has an impressive academic record but lacks practical experience. Mike, on the other
hand, has a moderate academic record but extensive experience working in legal settings.



Prompt: Decide which applicant should receive the scholarship and explain your reasoning.
Consider the implications of your choice for the law school and the legal profession.

Analysis: In this scenario, test-takers must weigh the importance of academic achievement
against practical experience. A strong response would articulate the value of each attribute
and justify the decision based on the mission of the law school and the needs of the legal
profession.

Example 2: The Environmental Policy Choice

Scenario: A city council is debating two environmental policies to address pollution. Policy A
proposes strict regulations on industrial emissions, while Policy B offers incentives for
companies that reduce their carbon footprint voluntarily.

Prompt: Choose one of the policies and justify your choice. Discuss potential benefits and
drawbacks of your decision.

Analysis: This prompt requires candidates to consider the effectiveness of regulatory versus
voluntary initiatives in environmental policy. A comprehensive response would examine
public health implications, economic impacts, and the feasibility of enforcement.

Example 3: The Community Resource Allocation

Scenario: A local government has limited funds to allocate between two community
projects: a new public library or a community health clinic.

Prompt: Decide which project should receive funding and justify your choice. Consider the
long-term benefits to the community and any potential trade-offs.

Analysis: This scenario invites candidates to evaluate the importance of education versus
health services in community development. A well-rounded response would address
community needs, long-term impacts, and the overall mission of public service.

Example 4: The Corporate Responsibility Debate

Scenario: A corporation has the opportunity to invest in a project that will significantly
reduce its carbon footprint but at a substantial cost. Another option is to continue its
current operations, which are more profitable but less environmentally friendly.

Prompt: Choose one of the options and justify your decision. Discuss how corporate
responsibility should factor into your choice.

Analysis: This prompt encourages test-takers to consider the ethical implications of
corporate decision-making. A strong response would balance financial considerations with
environmental ethics and corporate accountability.



Strategies for Writing a Strong LSAT Sample

Crafting a compelling LSAT writing sample requires strategic planning and execution. Here
are some effective strategies to enhance your writing:

1. Understand the Prompt

- Read the prompt carefully to identify the key decision points.
- Take note of any specific requirements or considerations mentioned.

2. Organize Your Thoughts

- Spend a few minutes brainstorming your options and outlining your response.
- Create a clear thesis statement that reflects your choice.
- Organize your arguments logically, typically starting with the strongest point.

3. Use Clear and Concise Language

- Aim for clarity and precision in your writing.
- Avoid overly complex sentences that may confuse the reader.

4. Consider Counterarguments

- Acknowledge potential drawbacks of your chosen option.
- Address these counterarguments in your writing to show depth in your analysis.

5. Conclude Effectively

- Summarize your main points and restate your decision in the conclusion.
- Emphasize the implications of your choice for the relevant stakeholders.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

When preparing for the LSAT writing sample, candidates should be aware of common
pitfalls that can detract from their writing.



1. Lack of Clarity

- Avoid vague language or ambiguous statements that leave readers guessing about your
position.

2. Ignoring the Prompt's Requirements

- Ensure that your response directly addresses all aspects of the prompt, as failing to do so
can weaken your argument.

3. Poor Organization

- An unstructured response can confuse readers. Use paragraphs effectively and maintain a
logical flow.

4. Neglecting Grammar and Spelling

- Grammatical errors and typos can undermine the professionalism of your writing.
Proofread your work carefully.

Final Thoughts

Examples of LSAT writing prompts serve as valuable tools for understanding the
expectations of the writing portion of the LSAT. By familiarizing yourself with various
scenarios and practicing your writing skills, you can enhance your ability to articulate your
thoughts clearly and persuasively. Remember that the writing sample, while not scored, is a
critical component of your law school application. It reflects your analytical thinking and
communication skills—both essential for success in law school and beyond. With thoughtful
preparation, you can approach the LSAT writing sample with confidence and clarity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are LSAT writing prompts typically designed to
assess?

LSAT writing prompts are designed to assess a test taker's ability to formulate an
argument, organize their thoughts, and communicate clearly and effectively in written
form.



Can you give an example of a common type of LSAT
writing prompt?

A common type of LSAT writing prompt involves presenting two opposing positions on a
particular issue and asking the test taker to argue for one side while addressing the
counterarguments.

How do LSAT writing prompts differ from traditional
essay prompts?

LSAT writing prompts focus more on critical reasoning and argumentation skills rather than
on personal reflection or creative writing, requiring a logical structure and evidence-based
support.

What is one strategy for approaching LSAT writing
prompts effectively?

One effective strategy is to take a few minutes to outline your argument before writing,
ensuring you have a clear structure and points to support your chosen position.

Are there specific topics commonly found in LSAT
writing prompts?

Yes, LSAT writing prompts often revolve around issues like ethics, societal norms, law, and
public policy, which require critical analysis and argumentation.

How important is the LSAT writing sample in the overall
application process?

While the LSAT writing sample is not scored, it is sent to law schools and can provide
insight into a candidate's writing ability and argumentative skills, influencing admissions
decisions.

What resources can help prepare for LSAT writing
prompts?

Resources such as LSAT prep books, online courses, and practice prompts from official LSAT
materials can help familiarize candidates with the format and expectations of writing
prompts.
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