examples of othering in society

Examples of othering in society can be observed in various contexts, from everyday interactions
to systemic institutions. Othering refers to the practice of perceiving or portraying individuals or
groups as fundamentally different or alien, often to justify exclusion, discrimination, or
marginalization. This article explores the multifaceted nature of othering, its manifestations in
different societal spheres, and its implications for social cohesion and equality.

Understanding Othering

Othering is a complex social phenomenon that can be both overt and subtle. It involves creating an
‘us versus them' mentality, which can lead to dehumanization, stereotyping, and social division.
Othering can be based on various characteristics, including race, ethnicity, gender, religion, and
socioeconomic status. Understanding the mechanisms behind othering is crucial to addressing its
negative impacts and fostering a more inclusive society.

The Psychological Basis of Othering

To comprehend othering, it's essential to consider the psychological underpinnings:

1. In-group vs. Out-group Dynamics: Humans have a natural tendency to favor those who are similar
to them (in-group) while viewing those who are different (out-group) with suspicion or hostility.

2. Social Identity Theory: This theory posits that individuals derive part of their identity from the
social groups they belong to, leading to bias against those perceived as outsiders.

3. Cognitive Dissonance: When confronted with information that contradicts preconceived notions
about an out-group, individuals may resort to othering to maintain their beliefs.

Examples of Othering in Society

Othering manifests in various aspects of society, including politics, education, media representation,
and community interactions. Below are some prominent examples that illustrate this phenomenon:

1. Racial and Ethnic Othering

Racial and ethnic othering is one of the most visible forms of othering. It can be seen in:

- Discriminatory Policies: Laws and regulations that disproportionately affect minority groups, such
as voter ID laws that make it more difficult for certain populations to vote.

- Stereotyping in Media: Films and television shows often portray characters from minority
backgrounds in negative or reductive ways, reinforcing harmful stereotypes.

- Cultural Appropriation: When elements of a minority culture are adopted by the dominant culture



without understanding or respecting their significance, it can lead to feelings of alienation among
those from the appropriated culture.

2. Gender Othering

Gender othering occurs when individuals are marginalized based on their gender identity or
expression. Examples include:

- Workplace Discrimination: Women and non-binary individuals may face barriers in career
advancement due to biases about their capabilities or roles.

- Transphobia: Transgender individuals often experience othering through misgendering, exclusion
from gendered spaces, and violence.

- Media Representation: The portrayal of women and non-binary individuals in media often
reinforces traditional gender roles, contributing to their othering in society.

3. Religious Othering

Religious beliefs can also be a basis for othering, particularly in multicultural societies. This can
manifest through:

- Islamophobia: The portrayal of Muslims as terrorists or extremists in the media can lead to
widespread discrimination and violence against innocent individuals.

- Christian Privilege: In some societies, Christian beliefs are treated as the norm, marginalizing
individuals from other faiths or those who identify as atheists.

- Religious Exclusion in Policies: Laws that favor one religion over others, such as those that restrict
the practice of certain religions, can perpetuate othering.

4., Socioeconomic Othering

Socioeconomic status is another area where othering can be prevalent. This is evident in:

- Classism: Individuals from lower socioeconomic backgrounds may be stigmatized, viewed as lazy or
unmotivated, perpetuating a cycle of poverty.

- Access to Resources: Those in poverty often face barriers in accessing healthcare, education, and
employment, leading to further marginalization.

- Gentrification: As wealthier individuals move into an area, long-standing residents may be pushed
out, illustrating how economic status can create divisions within communities.

The Consequences of Othering

The impacts of othering extend beyond individual experiences; they can affect societal cohesion and
stability. Some consequences include:



1. Social Division

Othering fosters an 'us versus them' mentality, leading to increased polarization. This division can
manifest in:

- Increased Tensions: Heightened conflict between different groups can result in protests, riots, and
violence.

- Erosion of Trust: Othering can diminish trust in institutions and between communities, making
collaboration more difficult.

2. Mental Health Impacts

Individuals who experience othering may suffer from:

- Depression and Anxiety: Constant marginalization can lead to mental health issues, affecting
overall well-being.

- Identity Struggles: Those who are othered may struggle with their sense of self, leading to
internalized stigma.

3. Barriers to Progress

Othering can impede social progress in several ways:

- Limited Access to Opportunities: Marginalized groups often face barriers to education,
employment, and healthcare, perpetuating cycles of poverty and inequality.

- Stifled Innovation: Societies that embrace diversity and inclusion tend to be more innovative and
successful. Othering limits the potential contributions of diverse perspectives.

Combating Othering in Society

Addressing othering requires a concerted effort at individual and institutional levels. Here are some
strategies:

1. Education and Awareness

Promoting understanding through education can help reduce biases and stereotypes. Initiatives
could include:

- Diversity Training: Programs designed to educate individuals about different cultures and
experiences can foster empathy and understanding.

- Inclusive Curricula: Schools should incorporate teachings that reflect diverse perspectives and
histories.



2. Advocacy and Policy Change

Policy reforms can address systemic othering by:

- Implementing Anti-discrimination Laws: Stronger protections against discrimination can help
mitigate the effects of othering.

- Promoting Inclusive Practices: Organizations can adopt policies that promote diversity and equity
in hiring, promotion, and customer service.

3. Community Engagement

Building bridges between communities can help counteract othering. This can be achieved through:

- Intergroup Dialogues: Facilitated conversations between different groups can foster understanding
and reduce misconceptions.

- Community Initiatives: Programs that bring diverse groups together for shared goals can
strengthen social bonds.

Conclusion

In conclusion, examples of othering in society are pervasive and multifaceted, affecting
individuals and communities across various dimensions of identity. Recognizing and addressing the
underlying causes of othering is crucial for building a more inclusive and equitable society. By
fostering understanding, advocating for change, and engaging communities, we can work towards
dismantling the barriers created by othering and fostering a society that values diversity and unity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is othering in society?

Othering is the process of perceiving or portraying a group of people as fundamentally different or
alien from oneself, often leading to discrimination and marginalization.

Can you provide an example of othering in media?

In media representations, othering can be seen when certain racial or ethnic groups are depicted as
criminals or dangerous, reinforcing harmful stereotypes and societal biases.

How does othering manifest in political discourse?

Political discourse often employs othering by framing immigrants or minority groups as 'the other,'
portraying them as threats to national identity or security, which can justify exclusionary policies.



What are the effects of othering on mental health?

Othering can lead to increased feelings of alienation, anxiety, and depression among marginalized
groups, as it perpetuates a sense of not belonging and can erode self-esteem.

How does othering occur in educational settings?

In educational settings, othering may occur through biased curricula, exclusionary practices, or
bullying, where students from different backgrounds feel unwelcome or devalued.

What role does language play in othering?

Language can reinforce othering by using derogatory terms or labels to describe certain groups,
which can perpetuate stigma and create divisions within society.

How can society combat othering?

Society can combat othering by promoting inclusivity, fostering cross-cultural understanding, and
challenging stereotypes through education, dialogue, and policy changes.
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