
examples of passing level nclex questions
Examples of passing level NCLEX questions are crucial for nursing candidates preparing for the
National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX). The NCLEX is a standardized exam that ensures a
candidate's readiness to practice safely and effectively as a nurse. Understanding the types of
questions that may appear on the exam can significantly enhance a candidate's chances of passing.
This article delves into examples of passing level NCLEX questions, providing insights into the format
of questions, various question types, and strategies for success.

Understanding the NCLEX Format

The NCLEX is designed to assess a candidate's nursing knowledge and critical thinking skills. It
consists of multiple-choice questions, which may include:

- Single correct answer questions: Only one option is correct.
- Multiple response questions: More than one option may be correct.
- Fill-in-the-blank calculations: Candidates may need to perform calculations to arrive at a correct
answer.
- Ordered response questions: Questions where the answer choices must be arranged in a specific
order.

Each question is developed based on the nursing process, focusing on patient safety, effective care,
and nursing judgment.

Types of Questions on the NCLEX

1. Knowledge-Based Questions

These questions assess a candidate's understanding of fundamental nursing concepts. For example:

Example Question 1:
What is the normal range for adult blood pressure?
A) 90/60 mmHg to 120/80 mmHg
B) 80/40 mmHg to 100/60 mmHg
C) 120/60 mmHg to 140/90 mmHg
D) 140/80 mmHg to 160/100 mmHg

Correct Answer: A) 90/60 mmHg to 120/80 mmHg

Example Question 2:
Which of the following medications is an anticoagulant?
A) Warfarin
B) Digoxin



C) Lisinopril
D) Metformin

Correct Answer: A) Warfarin

2. Application-Based Questions

These questions require candidates to apply their knowledge to clinical scenarios. For example:

Example Question 3:
A nurse is caring for a patient who has just been diagnosed with diabetes mellitus. Which of the
following teaching points should the nurse include?
A) Carbohydrates should be avoided entirely.
B) Insulin should be administered only during meals.
C) Regular monitoring of blood glucose levels is essential.
D) Weight gain is a common side effect of diabetes medication.

Correct Answer: C) Regular monitoring of blood glucose levels is essential.

Example Question 4:
A patient is receiving morphine for pain. The nurse notes that the patient is becoming increasingly
lethargic and has a respiratory rate of 8 breaths per minute. What is the nurse's priority intervention?
A) Administer oxygen.
B) Notify the physician.
C) Administer naloxone.
D) Increase the morphine dose.

Correct Answer: C) Administer naloxone.

3. Analysis-Based Questions

These questions require deeper analytical thinking and understanding of patient care. For example:

Example Question 5:
A 70-year-old patient has just undergone hip replacement surgery. Which of the following
complications should the nurse monitor for in this patient?
A) Deep vein thrombosis (DVT)
B) Hypotension
C) Hyperglycemia
D) Pneumonia

Correct Answer: A) Deep vein thrombosis (DVT)

Example Question 6:
A patient with congestive heart failure presents with shortness of breath and edema. Which
assessment finding would be most concerning for the nurse?
A) Oxygen saturation of 92%



B) Heart rate of 110 beats per minute
C) Weight gain of 5 pounds in one week
D) Blood pressure of 130/80 mmHg

Correct Answer: C) Weight gain of 5 pounds in one week

Strategies for Answering NCLEX Questions

To succeed in the NCLEX, candidates should employ various strategies when approaching questions:

1. Read the Question Carefully

Understanding what the question is asking is critical. Pay attention to keywords such as "most",
"first", "best", and "least," as they often indicate the priority of the answer.

2. Eliminate Clearly Wrong Answers

When faced with multiple-choice questions, eliminate any options that are clearly incorrect. This
increases the odds of selecting the right answer from the remaining choices.

3. Use the Process of Elimination

If unsure of the correct answer, use the process of elimination to narrow down your choices. This
technique can often lead to identifying the correct response.

4. Practice with Sample Questions

Engaging in practice exams and sample questions can help candidates become familiar with the
format and types of questions on the NCLEX. Resources such as NCLEX review books, online question
banks, and nursing school resources can be beneficial.

Practice Questions for Review

Here are additional practice questions to aid in preparation:

Example Question 7:
A nurse is assessing a patient with a possible myocardial infarction. Which symptom would be most
indicative of this condition?
A) Severe headache



B) Chest pain radiating to the left arm
C) Abdominal pain
D) Shortness of breath with a cough

Correct Answer: B) Chest pain radiating to the left arm

Example Question 8:
A nurse is caring for a patient who has just received a blood transfusion. Which of the following
findings would indicate a possible transfusion reaction?
A) Fever and chills
B) Increased appetite
C) Decreased heart rate
D) Lowered blood pressure

Correct Answer: A) Fever and chills

Conclusion

Preparation for the NCLEX is an essential step for nursing candidates. Understanding examples of
passing level NCLEX questions and familiarizing oneself with the exam format can significantly
improve the likelihood of success. By utilizing effective strategies such as careful reading, elimination
of incorrect answers, and engaging in practice questions, candidates can build their confidence and
knowledge base. The journey to becoming a licensed nurse is challenging, but with dedication and
preparation, candidates can achieve their goal of passing the NCLEX and embarking on a rewarding
nursing career.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some key characteristics of passing level NCLEX
questions?
Passing level NCLEX questions typically assess a test taker's ability to apply nursing knowledge and
critical thinking in clinical scenarios. They often include safe and effective care environment, health
promotion, and maintenance, and psychosocial integrity.

Can you provide an example of a passing level NCLEX
question?
Sure! An example would be: 'A nurse is caring for a patient with diabetes who is experiencing
hypoglycemia. What is the priority nursing intervention?' The correct answer would focus on
administering glucose or a carbohydrate source to the patient.

How do passing level NCLEX questions differ from higher-level



questions?
Passing level questions focus on basic nursing knowledge and safe practices, while higher-level
questions may involve complex decision-making, prioritization, and patient safety in multifaceted
scenarios.

What strategies can help in answering passing level NCLEX
questions effectively?
To effectively answer passing level NCLEX questions, focus on understanding the nursing process,
prioritizing patient safety, and practicing with NCLEX-style questions to familiarize yourself with the
format and types of questions asked.

Why is it important to understand examples of passing level
NCLEX questions?
Understanding examples of passing level NCLEX questions is crucial for test preparation, as it helps
candidates recognize the style and content of questions they will encounter, enabling them to
develop effective study strategies and improve their chances of passing.
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