
examples of person vs society
Person vs Society is a recurring theme in literature, film, and real-life
scenarios, where an individual’s beliefs, actions, or desires conflict with
societal norms, values, or laws. This struggle highlights the tension between
personal freedom and societal expectations, often leading to profound
consequences for the individual. In this article, we will explore various
examples of person vs society, delving into literature, film, and real-world
situations that emphasize this universal conflict.

Literary Examples

Literature has long been a medium for exploring the conflicts between
individuals and the societies in which they live. Here are some notable
examples:

1. "The Catcher in the Rye" by J.D. Salinger

In this classic novel, Holden Caulfield grapples with the phoniness of the
adult world. His conflict with society manifests in:

- Isolation: Holden often distances himself from his peers, leading to
feelings of loneliness and despair.
- Rebellion: He actively rejects societal expectations, such as attending
school or conforming to adult norms.
- Desire for Authenticity: Holden’s yearning to protect the innocence of
children, particularly his sister Phoebe, represents his struggle against a
society he perceives as corrupt.

Through Holden, Salinger illustrates the alienation that can arise when
individual values clash with societal norms.

2. "To Kill a Mockingbird" by Harper Lee

Harper Lee’s novel is set in the racially charged atmosphere of the Southern
United States during the 1930s. The protagonist, Atticus Finch, faces
societal backlash for defending a black man, Tom Robinson, accused of raping
a white woman. Key aspects of this conflict include:

- Prejudice: The deeply ingrained racism of the society in Maycomb leads to
hostility toward Atticus and his family.
- Moral Integrity: Atticus stands firm in his beliefs, teaching his children
the importance of empathy and justice, despite societal pressure to conform.
- Consequences: The societal disapproval Atticus faces culminates in threats



and ostracism, showcasing the high cost of standing up against societal
norms.

3. "1984" by George Orwell

In Orwell’s dystopian novel, Winston Smith battles against a totalitarian
regime that suppresses individuality and controls every aspect of life. The
primary elements of this struggle include:

- Surveillance: The omnipresent gaze of Big Brother creates an environment
where personal thoughts and feelings are policed.
- Rebellion and Conformity: Winston’s desire to seek truth and freedom puts
him at odds with a society that demands absolute loyalty to the Party.
- Psychological Manipulation: The use of propaganda and the alteration of
history exemplify society's power to reshape individual thoughts and beliefs.

Winston’s tragic end serves as a grim reminder of the potential consequences
of challenging oppressive societal structures.

Film Examples

The medium of film has also explored the theme of person vs society through
various narratives. Here are a few prominent examples:

1. "Dead Poets Society" (1989)

This film centers on an English teacher, John Keating, who inspires his
students at a conservative all-boys preparatory school to embrace poetry,
individuality, and self-expression. Key themes include:

- Conformity vs Individuality: The students struggle between their passion
for art and the expectations of their parents and school.
- Rebellion: Characters like Neil Perry defy societal expectations in pursuit
of their dreams, leading to tragic consequences.
- Impact of Mentorship: Keating’s influence prompts the students to question
authority, showcasing the power of individual thought against societal
structures.

2. "A Clockwork Orange" (1971)

Stanley Kubrick’s adaptation of Anthony Burgess’s novel raises questions
about free will and societal control. The protagonist, Alex, embodies the
conflict through:



- Violence vs Social Order: Alex’s criminal behavior clashes with society's
need for law and order, leading to his eventual imprisonment.
- Rehabilitation: The government's attempt to reform Alex through aversion
therapy raises ethical questions about individuality and the state’s role in
personal behavior.
- Loss of Free Will: Alex’s transformation into a compliant citizen
illustrates the dangers of sacrificing personal freedom for societal control.

3. "The Pursuit of Happyness" (2006)

Based on a true story, this film follows Chris Gardner as he struggles with
homelessness while trying to provide for his son. The conflict between the
individual and society is evident through:

- Economic Struggles: Chris faces systemic barriers that make it difficult to
escape poverty, highlighting societal issues like unemployment and
inequality.
- Resilience: His determination to succeed, despite overwhelming odds,
emphasizes the human spirit's capacity to fight against societal constraints.
- Fatherhood and Responsibility: Chris’s dedication to his son showcases the
personal stakes involved in his struggle against societal challenges.

Real-World Examples

Beyond literature and film, the theme of person vs society also plays out in
real life, where individuals often challenge societal norms and expectations.
Here are several noteworthy instances:

1. Civil Rights Movement

The Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s in the United States epitomizes the
struggle between individuals advocating for equality and a society steeped in
racial discrimination. Key figures include:

- Martin Luther King Jr.: His philosophy of nonviolent resistance inspired
countless individuals to stand against systemic racism, often at great
personal risk.
- Rosa Parks: By refusing to give up her seat on a segregated bus, Parks
became a symbol of resistance against societal injustice, sparking the
Montgomery Bus Boycott.
- Malcolm X: Representing a more radical approach, Malcolm X challenged the
status quo and called for self-determination for Black Americans,
illustrating the spectrum of responses to societal oppression.



2. LGBTQ+ Rights Movement

The fight for LGBTQ+ rights has seen individuals and groups stand up against
societal norms regarding sexuality and gender identity. Notable moments
include:

- Stonewall Riots: The 1969 riots at the Stonewall Inn in New York City
marked a turning point, where LGBTQ+ individuals fought back against police
harassment, igniting a movement for rights and recognition.
- Marriage Equality: The struggle for same-sex marriage highlights the
conflict between traditional societal views of marriage and the push for
equality and recognition of love in all its forms.
- Trans Rights Advocacy: Activists continue to challenge societal norms
surrounding gender identity, advocating for the rights and dignity of
transgender individuals.

3. Whistleblowers and Activists

Individuals who expose corruption or injustice often face backlash from
society. Examples include:

- Edward Snowden: His revelations about government surveillance practices
sparked a global debate about privacy and security, pitting individual rights
against national security concerns.
- Malala Yousafzai: Advocating for girls’ education in Pakistan, Malala faced
violent opposition from the Taliban, yet she remains a powerful voice for
change, highlighting the struggle against oppressive societal norms.
- Greta Thunberg: As a climate activist, Greta challenges societal
complacency regarding climate change, urging individuals and governments to
take immediate action, often facing criticism for her outspoken views.

Conclusion

The theme of person vs society continues to resonate across various domains,
from literature and film to real-world movements and individual struggles.
These examples illustrate the complexity of this conflict, revealing the
profound impact it can have on individuals and the societies they inhabit.
Whether through the pages of a novel, the frames of a film, or the fabric of
our daily lives, the struggle between individual beliefs and societal norms
remains a powerful testament to the human spirit’s quest for authenticity,
justice, and understanding. As we navigate our own lives, reflecting on these
conflicts can inspire us to challenge societal norms and advocate for change,
fostering a more inclusive and compassionate world.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is an example of a person vs society conflict
in literature?
In 'The Catcher in the Rye' by J.D. Salinger, Holden Caulfield struggles
against societal expectations and norms, feeling alienated from the world
around him.

Can you give an example of a person vs society theme
in film?
In 'A Clockwork Orange', the protagonist Alex faces conflict with a dystopian
society that seeks to control his behavior through psychological
conditioning, raising questions about free will and morality.

How does the story of 'To Kill a Mockingbird'
illustrate person vs society?
In 'To Kill a Mockingbird', Atticus Finch defends a black man accused of
raping a white woman in a prejudiced Southern town, highlighting the struggle
against racial injustice.

What real-world example reflects a person vs society
scenario?
The protests led by individuals like Greta Thunberg against climate change
policies illustrate a person battling societal norms and governmental
inaction regarding environmental issues.

What is a common theme in person vs society
narratives?
A common theme is the individual's quest for justice or truth in the face of
societal norms, laws, or prejudice that hinder progress or understanding.

How do graphic novels depict person vs society
conflicts?
In 'Persepolis' by Marjane Satrapi, the author shares her experiences growing
up in Iran during the Islamic Revolution, showcasing her personal struggles
against oppressive societal rules and expectations.
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