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Understanding the Chords and Lyrics of "Falling
Slowly"

Falling Slowly chords and lyrics have captivated audiences since the song's debut in the 2007
film Once. Written by Glen Hansard and Markéta Irglová, the song beautifully combines heartfelt
lyrics with a simple yet effective musical arrangement. In this article, we will explore the
significance of the song, provide an analysis of its chords, and delve into the poignant lyrics that
resonate with listeners around the world.

The Significance of "Falling Slowly"

"Falling Slowly" is more than just a song; it is a powerful expression of vulnerability, love, and the
complexities of human emotion. The song has won numerous awards, including the Academy Award
for Best Original Song, and has been covered by various artists across genres. Its universal themes
of longing and connection allow it to resonate with diverse audiences, making it a staple in both
musical theater and popular music.

Musical Structure

One of the key components of "Falling Slowly" is its musical structure. The song is primarily built
around a few simple chords, which allows the emotional weight of the lyrics to shine through. The
simplicity of the chords makes it accessible for beginners while still providing depth for more
experienced musicians.

Chords Used in "Falling Slowly"

The primary chords used in "Falling Slowly" are:

1. C
2. Em
3. Am
4. G
5. D

These chords can be arranged in various patterns throughout the song, but a common progression
is:

- Verse: C - Em - Am - G
- Chorus: C - G - Am - Em



This progression creates a gentle, flowing sound that complements the song's themes of love and
introspection.

Getting Started with the Chords

For those looking to play "Falling Slowly," here’s a step-by-step guide on how to approach the
chords:

Step 1: Familiarize Yourself with the Chords

Before attempting to play the song, ensure you are comfortable with the following chords:

- C Major:
- 1st fret: B string (1st string)
- 2nd fret: D string (3rd string) and A string (5th string)
- 3rd fret: A string (5th string)

- E Minor:
- 2nd fret: A string (5th string) and D string (4th string)

- A Minor:
- 1st fret: B string (2nd string)
- 2nd fret: D string (4th string) and G string (3rd string)
- 3rd fret: A string (5th string)

- G Major:
- 2nd fret: A string (5th string), E string (6th string)
- 3rd fret: E string (1st string) and B string (2nd string)

- D Major:
- 2nd fret: G string (3rd string) and e string (1st string)
- 3rd fret: B string (2nd string)

Step 2: Practice Chord Transitions

Once you are familiar with the chords, practice transitioning between them. A smooth transition will
enhance your playing and make it easier to focus on the lyrics and emotional delivery of the song.

Step 3: Strumming Pattern

A common strumming pattern for "Falling Slowly" is:

- Down, Down-Up, Up-Down-Up



This pattern creates a flowing rhythm that fits well with the song’s gentle melody. Start slow, and
gradually increase your speed as you become more comfortable.

The Lyrics: A Deep Dive

The lyrics of "Falling Slowly" are rich in imagery and emotion. They convey a sense of yearning and
the complexity of relationships. Below is a brief analysis of some key themes within the lyrics.

Yearning and Vulnerability

The song opens with an expression of longing and the desire to connect with another person. This
theme of vulnerability is prevalent throughout the song, as the narrator grapples with their feelings
and the challenges of love.

Hope and Redemption

As the lyrics progress, there is a sense of hope and the possibility of redemption. The narrator
acknowledges the pain of past experiences but also embraces the potential for new beginnings. This
duality adds depth to the song, making it relatable to anyone who has experienced love and loss.

Connection and Togetherness

The chorus encapsulates the essence of connection, emphasizing the beauty of shared moments and
the importance of being present with one another. This theme resonates deeply, as it speaks to the
human experience of seeking companionship and understanding.

Cover Versions and Interpretations

Since its release, "Falling Slowly" has been covered by numerous artists, each bringing their unique
interpretation to the song. Some notable covers include:

- John Legend and Sara Bareilles: Their rendition showcases a powerful duet that emphasizes the
emotional weight of the lyrics.
- Kacey Musgraves: Infusing country elements, Musgraves brings a fresh perspective while retaining
the song's core sentiment.
- Josh Groban: Known for his powerful vocals, Groban’s version highlights the song's dramatic
aspects, making it a favorite among fans.

These covers illustrate the song's versatility and ability to transcend genres, allowing it to remain
relevant and loved by different generations of listeners.



Conclusion

In conclusion, "Falling Slowly" is a timeless piece that beautifully marries poignant lyrics with simple
yet evocative chords. The song’s themes of vulnerability, hope, and connection resonate deeply with
audiences, making it a beloved classic. Whether you’re a musician looking to learn the chords or
simply someone who appreciates the beauty of the lyrics, "Falling Slowly" offers something for
everyone. Its enduring appeal and emotional depth ensure that it will continue to be cherished for
years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords for 'Falling Slowly'?
The basic chords for 'Falling Slowly' are C, G, Am, and F.

Are there any common fingerpicking patterns for 'Falling
Slowly'?
Yes, a common fingerpicking pattern involves alternating the bass notes with the melody on the
higher strings, often using a simple arpeggio style.

What is the song's overall theme or message?
'Falling Slowly' explores themes of love, vulnerability, and the beauty of connection amidst
uncertainty.

Is there a specific key that 'Falling Slowly' is typically played
in?
The song is typically played in the key of Am, which helps convey its emotional depth.

Where can I find the complete lyrics for 'Falling Slowly'?
The complete lyrics for 'Falling Slowly' can be found on various lyrics websites, music streaming
platforms, or in the official sheet music.

Can beginners play 'Falling Slowly' easily?
Yes, 'Falling Slowly' is considered beginner-friendly due to its simple chord progression and melody.
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