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Fallout 4 load order guide: A Comprehensive Overview for Modding Success

Modding Fallout 4 is a popular way to enhance and personalize the gameplay
experience, but it can be a daunting task for newcomers, especially when it
comes to load order. Load order refers to the sequence in which mods are
loaded into the game, and it can significantly impact your gameplay
experience. Incorrect load order can lead to crashes, bugs, and other
gameplay issues. This article serves as a comprehensive Fallout 4 load order
guide, providing you with the essential information to optimize your modding
experience.

Understanding Load Order

Before diving into the specifics of load order, it's crucial to understand
what it is and why it matters. Load order determines how mods interact with
each other and the base game. When the game loads, it processes mods from top
to bottom. If two mods modify the same files or game elements, the one loaded
last will take precedence, potentially overriding changes made by the earlier
mod.

Why Load Order Matters

Maintaining a proper load order is essential for several reasons:

1. Stability: A well-organized load order minimizes crashes and instability.
2. Compatibility: Some mods may conflict with others, and proper load order
can help resolve these conflicts.
3. Performance: An optimized load order can lead to better game performance
and fewer bugs.

Basic Principles of Load Order

When organizing your mods, it's essential to follow some foundational
principles that can help you avoid issues:

Load Order Tools: Utilize tools like LOOT (Load Order Optimization Tool)
to automatically arrange your mods for you. This tool analyzes your mods
and provides a recommended load order based on their compatibility.

Read Mod Descriptions: Mod authors often provide load order



recommendations in their mod descriptions. Always check these for
specific advice on where to place a mod in relation to others.

Group Similar Mods Together: For better organization, group mods that
serve similar purposes. For example, place all texture mods together,
followed by gameplay tweaks, and then quest mods.

Prioritize Official DLCs: If you use official DLCs, load them after the
base game but before other mods, as they can introduce new assets and
changes to the game.

Recommended Load Order Structure

While every mod setup will be unique, a common load order structure can help
you get started. Below is a recommended load order framework to follow:

Base Game Files1.

Official DLCs2.

Automatron

Wasteland Workshop

Far Harbor

Nuka-World

Unofficial Fallout 4 Patch: This mod should be loaded early to ensure3.
that it can fix any bugs introduced by the base game or DLCs.

Framework Mods: These include mods that provide scripting or other4.
functionalities necessary for other mods to work, such as Script
Extender or other API mods.

Texture and Visual Mods: Place texture and visual enhancement mods next,5.
as these will typically override the base textures.

Gameplay Tweaks: This includes mods that alter gameplay mechanics,6.
balance, and other systemic changes.

Quest Mods: Load quest and storyline-enhancing mods after gameplay7.
tweaks to allow for a smoother experience.



Settlement Mods: These modify the building mechanics and available8.
resources for settlements.

Miscellaneous Mods: Finally, load any remaining mods, including those9.
that don’t fit into the previous categories.

Managing Conflicts and Issues

Even with a solid load order, conflicts can still arise. Here are some common
issues and tips for managing them:

Identifying Conflicts

1. Crashes: If your game crashes on startup, check your mod files for
compatibility issues, missing files, or errors.
2. Visual Glitches: If you encounter texture issues or visual discrepancies,
it may be due to conflicting mods. Use LOOT or consult mod descriptions to
troubleshoot.
3. Gameplay Bugs: If certain features or quests aren't functioning correctly,
it could be due to an improperly placed mod. Check compatibility and load
order.

Resolving Conflicts

- Use Compatibility Patches: Some mods come with compatibility patches to
resolve conflicts with other mods. Always check the mod page for such
patches.
- Manual Load Order Adjustments: If conflicts persist, you may need to
manually adjust the load order based on the specific needs of the mods
involved.
- Community Forums: Engaging with the modding community can provide insight
and solutions to persistent issues. Websites like Nexus Mods or Reddit’s
modding forums can be invaluable resources.

Testing Your Load Order

After setting your load order, it's essential to test it. Follow these steps
to ensure everything is working correctly:

1. Start a New Game: Always test your load order with a new game save to
prevent any save corruption.



2. Observe Gameplay: Pay attention to any crashes, bugs, or anomalies during
gameplay. Take notes on when issues occur.
3. Adjust as Needed: If you encounter problems, revisit your load order and
make necessary adjustments based on the guidelines provided above.

Conclusion

A well-structured Fallout 4 load order is critical for an enjoyable modding
experience. By understanding the principles of load order, following a
recommended structure, and being prepared to troubleshoot conflicts, you can
optimize your gameplay and fully enjoy the immersive world of Fallout 4.
Remember, modding is as much about experimentation as it is about following
guidelines, so don’t hesitate to explore and find what works best for you.
Happy modding!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is load order in Fallout 4?
Load order refers to the sequence in which mods are loaded by the game. It is
crucial for ensuring that mods function correctly and do not conflict with
each other.

Why is load order important in Fallout 4?
Load order is important because it determines which mods take precedence over
others. A correct load order can prevent crashes, bugs, and ensure that game
features from different mods work together seamlessly.

How can I optimize my load order in Fallout 4?
You can optimize your load order using tools like LOOT (Load Order
Optimization Tool) which automatically sorts your mods based on compatibility
and conflict rules.

What are some common load order rules for Fallout 4
mods?
Common rules include loading bug fixes and patches before other mods, placing
texture and visual mods lower in the order, and ensuring that DLCs are loaded
after their associated mods.

What should I do if a mod isn't working in Fallout



4?
If a mod isn't working, check its load order position, ensure it’s compatible
with other mods, and look for any required patches. Adjusting the load order
can often resolve issues.

Can I manually adjust the load order in Fallout 4?
Yes, you can manually adjust the load order in the mod manager or in the
game's load order menu. However, it’s often easier and more effective to use
a tool like LOOT.

What is the recommended load order for popular mods
in Fallout 4?
While load order can vary by user and mod selection, a general recommendation
is to load bug fixes, gameplay enhancements, followed by quest mods, and
finally texture and visual enhancements.

Are there any specific load order guides for Fallout
4?
Yes, many community-created guides exist online that detail recommended load
orders for specific mod combinations or themes, often found on forums and
modding websites.

How can I check for mod conflicts in Fallout 4?
You can check for mod conflicts using tools like FO4Edit or by reading the
mod descriptions for known issues. Some mod managers also highlight potential
conflicts.

What is the best way to back up my load order in
Fallout 4?
The best way to back up your load order is to export it from your mod manager
or record it manually in a text file, ensuring you can restore it if needed.
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