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Fallout New Vegas is a game rich in narrative depth, character interaction, and immersive gameplay
mechanics. One of the many skills players can develop is hacking, which allows access to various
terminals throughout the game. Hacking can unlock valuable information, provide loot, and even
influence the game's story. This comprehensive guide will cover everything you need to know about
hacking in Fallout New Vegas, from the basics to advanced strategies, helping you to become a
master hacker.

Understanding Hacking Mechanics

In Fallout New Vegas, hacking is a skill that is directly tied to the Science skill. The higher your
Science skill, the easier it becomes to hack terminals. Hacking is primarily concerned with accessing
computer terminals that can contain valuable information, unlock doors, or activate machinery.
Here’s a brief overview of how the hacking system works:

Terminal Types

There are two main types of terminals you will encounter in Fallout New Vegas:

1. Computer Terminals: These are the most common and can be found in various locations, including
abandoned buildings, military installations, and other locations throughout the Mojave Wasteland.
2. Security Terminals: These are specifically tied to security systems and can control turrets or
locks. Hacking these terminals can provide a tactical advantage during encounters.

Skills Required

To effectively hack terminals, you need to focus on the following skills:

- Science Skill: This is the primary skill required for hacking. The higher your Science skill, the
easier it will be to hack complicated terminals.
- Intelligence: While not directly related to hacking, a higher Intelligence score can provide
additional skill points that can be allocated to Science.

The Hacking Process

When you approach a terminal, you will have the option to hack it. The hacking mini-game consists
of a series of steps that you must complete to successfully gain access. Here’s a breakdown of the
hacking process:



Step-by-Step Hacking

1. Access the Terminal: Approach the terminal and select the option to hack.
2. Choose a Password: You will be presented with a list of potential passwords. Your goal is to guess
the correct one.
3. Analyze the Password List: Each password will have a set number of matching characters with the
correct password. This is indicated when you select a password.
4. Eliminate Incorrect Options: Based on the feedback from your attempts, you can eliminate
incorrect passwords.
5. Use “Reset”: If you’re struggling, you can use the “Reset” option, which will allow you to start
over, but you may lose access to some options.

Tips for Hacking Success

- Invest in Science: Make sure to invest skill points into Science whenever possible. This will unlock
higher-level terminals.
- Look for Hints: Sometimes, terminals will provide clues or hints that can help you deduce the
correct password.
- Use the “L” Key: If you’re playing on PC, pressing the ‘L’ key will highlight letters that match with
the password, making it easier to narrow down the options.

Advanced Hacking Strategies

Once you have a grasp on the basics of hacking, you can implement some advanced strategies to
make the process smoother and more efficient.

Using the Hacking Perks

Several perks can enhance your hacking capabilities:

1. Computer Whiz: This perk allows you to hack terminals more easily and provides you with a bonus
to your Science skill.
2. Security: Unlocking this perk gives you better access to security terminals, allowing you to hack
them with greater efficiency.
3. Science!: This perk increases your overall Science skill by 3, making it easier to hack higher-level
terminals.

Practice Makes Perfect

The more you hack, the better you will become at it. Spend time practicing on easier terminals
before moving on to more complex ones. As you gain experience, you will develop a better
understanding of how to approach the mini-game.



Common Hacking Challenges

Throughout your journey in Fallout New Vegas, you may encounter specific terminals that present
unique challenges. Here are some of the common issues you might face:

High-Level Terminals

Some terminals are significantly harder to hack due to their higher level. Here are some tips for
approaching these terminals:

- Raise Your Science Skill: If you find yourself struggling, consider completing side quests or finding
skill books to raise your Science skill.
- Use Mentats: These consumables temporarily boost your Intelligence and can help with hacking.

Locked Out Terminals

If you make too many incorrect attempts, you might get locked out:

- Wait It Out: Some terminals will allow you to try again after a short wait.
- Find a Hacking Aid: Certain locations may have items that can help you bypass terminal security.

Benefits of Hacking

Hacking is not just a mechanic; it provides numerous benefits that can enhance your gameplay
experience in Fallout New Vegas. Here are some of the key advantages:

Access to Information

- Story Lore: Many terminals contain backstory and lore that enrich the game’s narrative.
- Quests: Some terminals will provide information that can lead to new quests or opportunities.

Unlocking Loot and Resources

- Items: Hacking terminals can lead to valuable loot, such as weapons, armor, and ammunition.
- Unlocking Doors: Certain terminals control doors that can lead to hidden areas or shortcuts.

Interactive Gameplay



Hacking adds an interactive layer to the game that encourages exploration and problem-solving.
Successfully hacking a terminal can provide a sense of accomplishment and satisfaction.

Conclusion

Hacking in Fallout New Vegas is a vital skill that can open up new avenues for exploration and
gameplay. By investing in your Science skill, understanding the mechanics of the hacking mini-
game, and employing effective strategies, you can master this skill. Not only will hacking allow you
to access valuable information and loot, but it will also enrich your overall experience in the Mojave
Wasteland. So gear up, sharpen your skills, and get ready to hack your way through the challenges
that await!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best way to start hacking terminals in Fallout:
New Vegas?
To start hacking terminals effectively, you should invest in the 'Science' skill early on, as a higher
skill level allows you to attempt to hack more advanced terminals. Additionally, look for terminals
that have fewer lines of text, as they are usually easier to hack.

What are the key strategies for successful hacking in the
game?
Key strategies include identifying and using 'reboot' and 'reset' options to eliminate incorrect
passwords, focusing on terminal passwords with fewer letters, and using the 'correct' mechanic to
narrow down possible options based on your guesses.

Are there any perks that enhance hacking abilities in Fallout:
New Vegas?
Yes, the 'Computer Whiz' perk can greatly enhance your hacking abilities. It allows you to hack
terminals more easily and reduces the number of incorrect attempts before being locked out.
Additionally, the 'Intense Training' perk can help you boost your Science skill for better hacking
chances.

How do I unlock additional hacking options in terminals?
Unlocking additional hacking options often requires a higher Science skill level. You can also find
and use specific items, such as the 'Hacker's Toolkit' or skill magazines that temporarily boost your
Science skill, allowing you to access more advanced terminal features.



What should I do if I'm stuck on a terminal hack?
If you're stuck, try using the 'dud' option to reset the terminal's password, or backtrack and analyze
the letters of your previous guesses. Remember that the more you play and practice hacking, the
better you'll become at recognizing patterns in the passwords.
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