
farewell to manzanar study guide answers
farewell to manzanar study guide answers is a critical resource for students and educators
seeking to understand the complex themes, historical context, and personal narratives presented in
the memoir by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and her husband, James D. Houston. This guide not only
aids in comprehension but also offers insights into the socio-political issues surrounding the
internment of Japanese Americans during World War II. In this article, we will explore the themes, key
characters, plot summary, and study questions that can enhance your understanding of the text.
Furthermore, we will provide detailed answers to common study guide questions, making this a
comprehensive resource for anyone studying "Farewell to Manzanar."
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Overview of "Farewell to Manzanar"
"Farewell to Manzanar" is a poignant memoir that recounts the experiences of Jeanne Wakatsuki and
her family during their internment in the Manzanar War Relocation Center in California. Written
collaboratively with her husband, the book provides a first-hand account of the injustices faced by
Japanese Americans during World War II. The narrative reflects on themes of identity, resilience, and
the impact of war on American society. The book is not only a personal story but also a historical
document that sheds light on a dark chapter in American history.

The Historical Context
The internment of Japanese Americans was a result of wartime hysteria following the attack on Pearl
Harbor in 1941. The United States government, driven by fear and prejudice, forcibly relocated
around 120,000 Japanese Americans to internment camps across the country. "Farewell to Manzanar"
explores this historical backdrop, providing insights into the emotional and psychological toll of
internment on individuals and families.



Key Themes Explored
Several prominent themes run throughout "Farewell to Manzanar," each contributing to the overall
message of resilience and the struggle for identity amid adversity.

Identity and Belonging
One of the central themes of the memoir is the struggle for identity. Jeanne grapples with her
Japanese heritage and her desire to integrate into American society. This theme is particularly
relevant as she navigates the challenges posed by her internment and the prejudice she faces. The
memoir illustrates how internment complicates the sense of belonging for Japanese Americans.

Family and Community
The importance of family is a recurring theme in the book. Jeanne's relationship with her family,
particularly her parents and siblings, is highlighted as they endure the hardships of internment
together. The memoir also emphasizes the role of community among the internees, showcasing how
they support one another in the face of adversity.

Resilience and Survival
The theme of resilience is evident throughout Jeanne's narrative. Despite the harsh realities of
internment, Jeanne and her family demonstrate remarkable strength and adaptability. This theme
resonates with readers as it highlights the human capacity to endure and overcome challenges.

Main Characters
Understanding the key characters in "Farewell to Manzanar" is essential for grasping the emotional
depth of the memoir.

Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston
Jeanne is the protagonist and narrator of the memoir. Her perspective provides a personal lens
through which readers can understand the impact of internment on individuals. She embodies the
struggle for identity and belonging, making her journey relatable and poignant.

Father (George Wakatsuki)
George Wakatsuki is Jeanne's father, whose experiences in Manzanar reflect the loss of dignity and
authority that many internees faced. His struggles and eventual transformation illustrate the broader
impact of internment on family dynamics.



Mother (Inouye Wakatsuki)
Inouye Wakatsuki represents resilience and strength. Her character showcases the sacrifices made by
mothers during this difficult time, as she works to maintain stability for her family amid turmoil.

Plot Summary
The plot of "Farewell to Manzanar" follows Jeanne's life from her childhood in California through her
family's forced relocation to Manzanar. The narrative begins with the attack on Pearl Harbor and the
subsequent internment. Jeanne describes her experiences in the camp, including the loss of freedom,
the challenges of camp life, and the struggle to maintain a sense of normalcy.

Life in Manzanar
At Manzanar, Jeanne and her family face numerous challenges, including poor living conditions,
discrimination, and the emotional toll of their situation. The memoir details the daily struggles of life
in the camp and the ways in which Jeanne and her family cope with their new reality.

Post-Internment Challenges
The memoir also addresses the aftermath of internment, exploring how Jeanne and her family
navigate life after their release. The challenges of reintegration into society, coupled with lingering
prejudice, highlight the long-term effects of their experiences.

Study Questions and Answers
To enhance comprehension and retention of the material, the following study questions and answers
can be utilized.

1.
What are the main factors that led to the internment of Japanese Americans during
World War II?
A: The main factors include wartime hysteria following the attack on Pearl Harbor, racial
prejudice, and government policies that prioritized national security over civil liberties.

2.
How does Jeanne's understanding of her identity evolve throughout the memoir?
A: Jeanne's understanding of her identity evolves from a strong sense of belonging to a
conflicted sense of self as she grapples with her Japanese heritage and the prejudice she faces,
ultimately leading to a more nuanced understanding of her identity.



3.
In what ways does the theme of resilience manifest in the memoir?
A: Resilience is demonstrated through Jeanne's ability to adapt to her circumstances, her
family's efforts to maintain their cultural practices, and their determination to rebuild their lives
after internment.

4.
What role does family play in Jeanne's experience of internment?
A: Family plays a crucial role in providing emotional support and a sense of stability amidst the
chaos of internment, highlighting the importance of familial bonds during difficult times.

5.
What is the significance of the title "Farewell to Manzanar"?
A: The title signifies both the physical departure from the internment camp and the emotional
farewell to a painful chapter in Jeanne's life, reflecting the complexity of memory and the
process of healing.

Conclusion
In summary, "Farewell to Manzanar" serves as a vital educational resource that illuminates the
experiences of Japanese Americans during World War II. Through its exploration of themes such as
identity, family, and resilience, the memoir provides profound insights into the human experience in
the face of adversity. The study guide answers presented here offer a deeper understanding of the
text and its significance, making it an essential tool for students and educators alike.

FAQs

Q: What is the main message of "Farewell to Manzanar"?
A: The main message of "Farewell to Manzanar" centers on the injustices faced by Japanese
Americans during World War II and the resilience of the human spirit in overcoming adversity.

Q: How does Jeanne's childhood influence her perspective in
the memoir?
A: Jeanne's childhood experiences provide a foundation for her understanding of identity and
belonging, influencing her perspective as she navigates the challenges of internment and the
complexities of growing up in a racially charged environment.



Q: What impact did internment have on Japanese American
families?
A: Internment disrupted family structures, caused emotional trauma, and led to long-lasting effects on
relationships and community cohesion among Japanese Americans.

Q: How does the memoir address the concept of American
identity?
A: The memoir challenges the notion of a singular American identity by presenting the diverse
experiences of Japanese Americans and highlighting the contradictions between American ideals and
the reality of internment.

Q: What role does memory play in "Farewell to Manzanar"?
A: Memory plays a significant role in shaping Jeanne's narrative, as she reflects on her past
experiences and the impact of internment on her life, illustrating how memory can be both painful
and a source of strength.
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