
fbi standard issue pistol history
fbi standard issue pistol history is a fascinating narrative that intertwines the evolution of law
enforcement, firearm technology, and the operational needs of one of America’s most prominent
investigative agencies. From its inception, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) has undergone
significant changes in equipment to adapt to the needs of its agents in the field. This article delves
into the history of the FBI's standard issue pistols, exploring the various models used throughout the
decades, the reasons behind these choices, and the impact on law enforcement practices. By
examining the evolution of these firearms, readers will gain an understanding of how the FBI's
operational requirements have shaped its selection of weaponry.
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Introduction to FBI Standard Issue Pistols
The Federal Bureau of Investigation has a storied history that reflects the changing landscape of
crime and law enforcement in the United States. The choice of sidearms has played a crucial role in
equipping agents with the necessary tools to carry out their missions effectively. This section provides
an overview of the firearms that have been designated as standard issue for FBI agents, highlighting
their significance in the agency's operations.

The Early Years: 1930s to 1960s
The history of the FBI's standard issue pistols can be traced back to the early 20th century. In the
1930s, the Bureau primarily used revolvers, which were the standard sidearm for law enforcement at
the time. The FBI's first standardized issue pistol was the Colt Official Police revolver, a .38 Special
with a six-round capacity. This model was favored for its reliability and ease of use.

As the years progressed, the FBI transitioned to the Smith & Wesson Model 10 revolver, another .38
Special firearm. The Model 10 became synonymous with law enforcement in the United States during
the mid-20th century. Agents appreciated its durability and accuracy, which were critical in high-
stress situations.

However, as crime rates escalated in the 1960s, there was a growing need for more powerful and
effective firearms. This led to the Bureau's exploration of semi-automatic pistols, which offered higher



magazine capacities and faster reload times.

Transition to Semi-Automatic Pistols: The 1980s
The transition from revolvers to semi-automatic pistols began in earnest during the 1980s. The FBI
recognized that the changing nature of crime, particularly the rise of organized crime and violent
confrontations, necessitated a more advanced firearm. In 1985, the FBI adopted the Smith & Wesson
Model 459 as its standard issue sidearm. This 9mm pistol provided agents with a higher capacity
magazine and improved firepower.

However, the Model 459 was short-lived due to its perceived shortcomings in performance and
ergonomics. In response to these challenges, the FBI conducted a thorough evaluation of various
handguns, leading to the adoption of the Glock 17 in 1990. The Glock, with its polymer frame and 17-
round magazine, revolutionized the FBI's approach to sidearms.

The Glock 17 was celebrated for its lightweight design, reliability, and ease of maintenance. This
transition marked a significant shift in the Bureau's approach to firearms, as agents now had access
to a weapon that could deliver a higher volume of fire while being easier to carry and deploy.

The Modern Era: 1990s to Present
Throughout the 1990s and into the 21st century, the FBI continued to refine its standard issue
firearms. While the Glock 17 remained a favored choice, the Bureau also adopted the Glock 22,
chambered in .40 S&W, as a standard issue firearm for many agents. This decision was influenced by
the need for increased stopping power in various operational scenarios.

In the 2000s, the FBI further expanded its options by allowing field offices to choose from various
models, including the SIG Sauer P226 and the Springfield Armory XD. This diversification provided
agents with alternatives that suited their personal preferences and specific operational needs.

As of the late 2010s and early 2020s, the FBI has continued to evaluate and update its firearms
inventory. The agency has implemented rigorous testing protocols to ensure that all standard issue
pistols meet the highest standards of performance and reliability.

Factors Influencing Selection of Standard Issue
Firearms
The selection of standard issue firearms by the FBI is influenced by several key factors, ensuring that
agents are equipped with the best possible tools for their work. These factors include:

Operational Requirements: The nature of FBI operations, which often involve high-stakes
situations, requires firearms that are reliable and effective in various environments.

Advancements in Technology: As firearm technology evolves, the FBI assesses new models
to incorporate innovations that enhance performance, such as improved accuracy and reduced
recoil.

Agent Feedback: Input from agents in the field is crucial. Their experiences and preferences



help shape the selection of firearms to ensure they are practical and effective for daily use.

Training and Compatibility: The Bureau prioritizes firearms that can be easily integrated into
training programs, ensuring all agents are proficient with their sidearms.

Cost and Availability: Budget constraints and the availability of firearms for procurement also
play a significant role in decision-making.

Conclusion
The history of FBI standard issue pistols reflects the agency's adaptability to changing crime dynamics
and technological advancements in firearms. From the early reliance on revolvers to the modern
emphasis on semi-automatic pistols, the FBI's choices have consistently prioritized agent safety,
performance, and reliability. As law enforcement continues to evolve, the FBI's approach to equipping
its agents will likely follow suit, ensuring that they remain prepared to face the challenges of modern
crime.

Q: What was the first standard issue pistol used by the FBI?
A: The first standard issue pistol used by the FBI was the Colt Official Police revolver, chambered in
.38 Special.

Q: Why did the FBI transition from revolvers to semi-
automatic pistols?
A: The FBI transitioned from revolvers to semi-automatic pistols due to the need for higher magazine
capacities and faster reload times, which became essential in high-stress confrontations.

Q: Which pistol is currently used as a standard issue by the
FBI?
A: As of recent years, the FBI has adopted the Glock 17 and Glock 22 as standard issue pistols, with
options for agents to choose from other models based on their preferences.

Q: What factors influence the FBI's selection of standard issue
firearms?
A: Factors influencing the FBI's selection of standard issue firearms include operational requirements,
advancements in technology, agent feedback, training compatibility, and budget considerations.



Q: How has the FBI's choice of firearms impacted law
enforcement practices?
A: The FBI's choice of firearms has impacted law enforcement practices by setting standards for
reliability and performance, influencing other agencies' equipment choices, and leading to
advancements in training and operational tactics.

Q: When did the FBI start using the Glock 17?
A: The FBI began using the Glock 17 as its standard issue sidearm in 1990 after conducting extensive
evaluations of various handguns.

Q: What are the benefits of using semi-automatic pistols over
revolvers?
A: The benefits of using semi-automatic pistols over revolvers include higher magazine capacity,
faster reload times, and generally lighter weight, making them more suitable for modern law
enforcement needs.

Q: Have the FBI's standard issue pistols changed over time?
A: Yes, the FBI's standard issue pistols have changed over time, evolving from revolvers to semi-
automatic models and adapting to technological advancements and operational requirements.

Q: What role does agent feedback play in firearm selection?
A: Agent feedback plays a crucial role in firearm selection, as it provides insights into the practical use
of firearms, helping ensure that the selected models meet the needs and preferences of those using
them in the field.

Q: Is there a specific model that is favored among FBI agents
today?
A: While the Glock 17 and Glock 22 are officially designated as standard issue, many agents have
personal preferences, and some may favor alternatives like the SIG Sauer P226 based on their
training and experience.
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