
feature writing examples in english
feature writing examples in english are essential tools in the arsenal of
every aspiring journalist and writer. Feature writing stands apart from
traditional news reporting by delving deeper into the human experience,
offering a narrative that engages readers on a personal level. This type of
writing often encompasses a wide array of topics, including profiles,
lifestyle pieces, and in-depth explorations of events or issues. In this
article, we will explore various feature writing examples in English, dissect
their structures, styles, and purposes while providing insights into
effective techniques for creating compelling narratives. Additionally, we
will cover different types of feature articles, important elements to
include, and practical tips for aspiring feature writers.
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Understanding Feature Writing

Feature writing is a storytelling style that allows writers to express ideas
and emotions more freely than traditional news articles. It can include
detailed descriptions, quotes, and narrative techniques that create a vivid
picture for readers. Unlike hard news, which focuses on the who, what, when,
where, and why, feature writing aims to engage readers by providing context
and a narrative arc. This form of writing is often found in magazines,
journals, and online publications, where the goal is to entertain, inform,
and provoke thought.

At its core, feature writing seeks to capture the essence of a subject,
whether it is a person, event, or cultural phenomenon. This is achieved
through thorough research, interviews, and observation, allowing the writer
to craft a narrative that resonates with readers. Understanding the nuances
of feature writing is crucial for writers who wish to produce impactful and
memorable content.



Types of Feature Articles

Feature articles can be categorized into several distinct types, each serving
a unique purpose and audience. Knowing these types can help writers choose
the right approach for their stories. Below are some common types of feature
articles:

Profile Features: These articles focus on a specific individual,
providing insight into their life, achievements, and personality. They
often include interviews and anecdotes that highlight the subject's
impact on their community or field.

Human-Interest Stories: These pieces tell compelling stories about
ordinary people facing extraordinary challenges or experiences. They aim
to evoke emotions and connect with readers on a personal level.

How-To Features: These articles provide step-by-step guidance on various
topics, helping readers learn new skills or improve their lives.

Trend Stories: These features explore emerging trends in society,
culture, or technology, often incorporating expert opinions and
statistical data.

Event Features: These articles cover significant events, providing
context, background, and personal anecdotes to give readers a complete
picture of the occurrence.

Each type of feature article has its own unique style and approach, but they
all share the goal of engaging the reader through storytelling and in-depth
reporting.

Elements of a Successful Feature

A successful feature article is crafted with several key elements that
contribute to its effectiveness. Understanding and incorporating these
elements can elevate a writer's work and enhance reader engagement. Here are
the essential components of a successful feature:

Strong Lead: The opening of a feature should grab the reader's attention
and entice them to continue reading. This can be achieved through an
intriguing anecdote, a surprising fact, or a poignant quote.

Vivid Descriptions: Effective feature writing relies on sensory details



that paint a picture in the reader's mind. Descriptive language helps to
create an immersive experience.

Engaging Narrative: A feature should have a clear narrative structure,
often following a chronological or thematic organization. This helps
maintain the reader's interest throughout the article.

Quotations: Including quotes from interviews or relevant sources adds
authenticity and credibility to the piece, allowing the subject's voice
to shine through.

Conclusion: A strong ending ties the article together, often reflecting
on the broader implications of the story or offering a final thought
that lingers with the reader.

By weaving these elements together, writers can create features that not only
inform but also resonate with their audience.

Techniques for Effective Feature Writing

To produce compelling feature articles, writers should employ various
techniques that enhance their storytelling abilities. Here are some effective
strategies for creating engaging feature writing:

Research Thoroughly: Comprehensive research is fundamental to feature
writing. Writers should gather information from multiple sources,
including interviews, articles, and books, to build a rich background
for their story.

Conduct Interviews: Engaging with subjects through interviews can
provide unique insights and personal anecdotes that enrich the
narrative.

Use Active Voice: Writing in the active voice makes the narrative more
dynamic and engaging, helping to maintain the reader's interest.

Incorporate Humor or Emotion: Depending on the topic, using humor or
emotional appeal can create a stronger connection with readers.

Edit Ruthlessly: After writing the initial draft, rigorous editing is
essential to refine the piece, improve clarity, and enhance the overall
flow.

By applying these techniques, writers can improve their feature writing



skills and create more compelling narratives that captivate their audience.

Examples of Great Feature Writing in English

Examining exemplary feature writing can provide valuable insights and
inspiration for aspiring writers. Below are some notable examples of feature
articles that showcase the power of storytelling:

"The Last Great American Newspaper" by David Simon: This piece offers an
in-depth look at the decline of print journalism through the lens of The
Baltimore Sun, blending personal narratives with broader industry
trends.

"A Walk in the Woods" by Bill Bryson: Bryson's humorous and informative
exploration of the Appalachian Trail combines personal experiences with
historical and environmental insights, showcasing the beauty of the
trail and the challenges faced by hikers.

"The Price of Nice Nails" by Sarah Maslin Nir: This investigative
feature delves into the working conditions of nail salon workers,
highlighting issues of exploitation and health risks while weaving
personal stories from workers.

"The Silent Epidemic" by Michael J. Fox: In this piece, Fox shares his
personal journey with Parkinson's disease, raising awareness and
advocating for research while connecting with readers through
vulnerability and hope.

"The Day the World Came to Town" by Jim DeFede: This heartwarming story
recounts how a small Canadian town welcomed thousands of stranded
airline passengers after the September 11 attacks, showcasing human
kindness amidst crisis.

These examples demonstrate the diverse range of topics and styles that
feature writing can encompass, inspiring new writers to find their unique
voice and approach.

Conclusion

Feature writing examples in English illustrate the power of storytelling in
journalism. By understanding the different types of feature articles, key
elements of successful writing, and effective techniques, aspiring writers
can develop their skills and create impactful narratives that resonate with



readers. Whether through personal stories, in-depth investigations, or
explorations of cultural phenomena, feature writing has the ability to engage
and inform, making it an indispensable part of the media landscape.

Q: What is feature writing?
A: Feature writing is a style of journalism that focuses on storytelling and
narrative, often delving deeper into subjects than traditional news
reporting. It aims to engage readers by exploring human experiences and
providing context for events or issues.

Q: What are the different types of feature articles?
A: The different types of feature articles include profile features, human-
interest stories, how-to features, trend stories, and event features, each
serving a unique purpose and audience.

Q: What elements are essential for a successful
feature article?
A: Essential elements for a successful feature article include a strong lead,
vivid descriptions, an engaging narrative, quotations from interviews, and a
thoughtful conclusion that ties the piece together.

Q: How can I improve my feature writing skills?
A: To improve feature writing skills, writers should research thoroughly,
conduct interviews, write in active voice, incorporate humor or emotion as
appropriate, and edit their work diligently for clarity and flow.

Q: Can you provide examples of great feature
writing?
A: Notable examples of great feature writing include "The Last Great American
Newspaper" by David Simon, "A Walk in the Woods" by Bill Bryson, and "The
Price of Nice Nails" by Sarah Maslin Nir, each showcasing different styles
and subjects.

Q: What is the purpose of a human-interest story?
A: The purpose of a human-interest story is to tell compelling narratives
about ordinary people facing extraordinary circumstances, often evoking
emotional connections with readers and highlighting universal themes.



Q: Why is a strong lead important in feature
writing?
A: A strong lead is important in feature writing because it captures the
reader's attention and encourages them to continue reading. An engaging
opening can set the tone and context for the entire article.

Q: What role do interviews play in feature writing?
A: Interviews play a crucial role in feature writing by providing firsthand
accounts, unique insights, and personal anecdotes that enrich the narrative
and add authenticity to the piece.

Q: How does feature writing differ from news
reporting?
A: Feature writing differs from news reporting in that it focuses on
storytelling and deeper exploration of subjects, often incorporating
narrative techniques, emotional engagement, and a broader context, whereas
news reporting prioritizes factual information and immediate events.

Q: What techniques can make feature writing more
engaging?
A: Techniques that can make feature writing more engaging include using vivid
descriptions, writing in active voice, incorporating humor or emotional
appeal, and ensuring a clear and compelling narrative structure.
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