
fences by august wilson analysis
fences by august wilson analysis delves into the intricate themes, characters, and
socio-political context of August Wilson's renowned play, "Fences." This powerful narrative
explores the life of Troy Maxson, an African American man navigating the struggles of the
1950s, while addressing themes of race, family, and the quest for identity. Through a
detailed examination of character dynamics, symbolic elements, and the historical
backdrop, this analysis uncovers the layers of meaning embedded in Wilson’s work.
Readers will gain insights into how "Fences" reflects the broader African American
experience and the personal conflicts that arise from societal limitations. The following
sections will provide a comprehensive overview of the play's themes, character analysis,
and its cultural significance.
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Overview of "Fences"
August Wilson's "Fences," part of his Pittsburgh Cycle, premiered in 1985 and is set in the
1950s. The play revolves around Troy Maxson, a former baseball player who now works as
a garbage collector. The narrative unfolds in the Maxson family's backyard, a physical
representation of the barriers that Troy faces in his personal and professional life. The
play's title, "Fences," serves as a metaphor for the emotional and social barriers that the
characters build around themselves.

The plot centers on Troy as he struggles with the realities of being an African American man
in a racially segregated society. His experiences reflect the broader challenges faced by
African Americans during this period, including discrimination, economic hardship, and
familial strife. Through its rich dialogue and character interactions, "Fences" captures the
essence of the human condition and the impact of societal constraints on personal
aspirations.



Main Themes in "Fences"
"Fences" is replete with significant themes that resonate universally. Understanding these
themes is crucial for a deeper analysis of the play.

Race and Discrimination
One of the predominant themes in "Fences" is the impact of race and discrimination on the
lives of African Americans. Troy's experiences with systemic racism shape his worldview,
leading him to instill a sense of caution and defeatism in his son, Cory. The play highlights
the struggles of African Americans striving for success in a society that systematically
undermines their efforts.

Family and Responsibility
The theme of family dynamics is central to "Fences." Troy's relationships with his wife,
Rose, and his sons, Cory and Lyons, illustrate the complexities of familial love and
responsibility. Troy's rigid adherence to traditional notions of masculinity affects his ability
to connect with his family, resulting in conflict and estrangement.

Dreams and Aspirations
Another crucial theme is the pursuit of dreams. Troy's thwarted dreams of becoming a
professional baseball player lead to his resentment and bitterness, which he projects onto
his family. This theme reflects the broader struggle for African Americans to achieve their
aspirations in a society marked by racial barriers.

Character Analysis
The characters in "Fences" are intricately crafted, each embodying various aspects of the
African American experience. Analyzing these characters provides insight into the play's
central themes.

Troy Maxson
Troy is the protagonist and a deeply flawed character. His past as a talented baseball
player contrasts sharply with his present reality, leading to feelings of inadequacy and
anger. Troy's inability to escape the confines of his past and his refusal to adapt to
changing circumstances ultimately contribute to his downfall.

Rose Maxson
Rose represents strength and resilience. As Troy's wife, she strives to maintain stability
within the family despite Troy's shortcomings. Her unwavering support and love highlight
the sacrifices women make in the face of adversity. Rose's character also emphasizes the
theme of loyalty and the impact of broken dreams.



Cory Maxson
Cory symbolizes the younger generation's struggle against the limitations imposed by their
parents and society. His desire to pursue football is met with Troy's skepticism, reflecting
the generational conflict and differing perspectives on ambition and opportunity. Cory's
journey ultimately represents hope and the potential for change.

Symbolism and Imagery
Wilson employs rich symbolism throughout "Fences," enhancing the narrative's depth and
meaning. Understanding these symbols is essential for a comprehensive analysis of the
play.

The Fence
The fence in the play serves multiple symbolic purposes. It represents both the emotional
barriers that Troy constructs around himself and the protective measures that Rose seeks
to establish for her family. The fence signifies the desire for security and the struggle to
keep loved ones close while also illustrating the limitations imposed by societal constraints.

Baseball
Baseball is another significant symbol, representing Troy's lost dreams and the
opportunities denied to him due to racial discrimination. Troy's passion for the game
reflects his longing for a life that could have been, and his bitterness toward the sport
underscores the broader themes of lost potential and regret.

Historical Context
Understanding the historical context of "Fences" enriches the analysis of the play. Set in
the 1950s, it reflects a time when African Americans were grappling with the legacies of
segregation and the fight for civil rights.

The post-World War II era brought about profound changes in American society, yet many
African Americans continued to face systemic racism. The play captures the realities of
these struggles, emphasizing the importance of the historical backdrop in shaping the
characters' lives and the societal expectations they confront.

Cultural Significance
"Fences" holds immense cultural significance as it provides a voice to the African American
experience, exploring themes that resonate across generations. Wilson's work is pivotal in
the canon of American theater, as it challenges audiences to confront uncomfortable truths
about race, family, and the human condition.

The play's success has led to its adaptation into film and numerous productions, solidifying
its place in American culture. Its exploration of identity and resilience continues to inspire



discussions around race relations and the complexities of family dynamics in contemporary
society.

Conclusion
The analysis of "Fences" by August Wilson reveals a profound exploration of themes such
as race, family, and the pursuit of dreams. Through the lens of Troy Maxson's life, the play
delves into the impact of societal limitations on personal aspirations, illustrating the
complexities of the African American experience. The rich symbolism, character dynamics,
and historical context further enhance the play's depth, making it a powerful narrative that
continues to resonate with audiences today.

Q: What are the main themes of "Fences"?
A: The main themes of "Fences" include race and discrimination, family and responsibility,
and the pursuit of dreams. These themes are explored through the characters' struggles
and interactions, reflecting the broader African American experience.

Q: Who is the central character in "Fences"?
A: The central character in "Fences" is Troy Maxson, a former baseball player who grapples
with the challenges of his past and the societal constraints he faces as an African American
man in the 1950s.

Q: What does the fence symbolize in the play?
A: The fence in "Fences" symbolizes both emotional barriers and a desire for protection. It
represents the struggles of the characters to maintain closeness while also highlighting the
limitations imposed by society.

Q: How does Troy's past affect his relationships?
A: Troy's past as a talented baseball player and his experiences with racism lead to
bitterness and fear, affecting his ability to connect with his family and instilling a sense of
defeatism in his son, Cory.

Q: Why is "Fences" considered culturally significant?
A: "Fences" is culturally significant because it provides a voice to the African American
experience, exploring themes of race, identity, and family dynamics. It challenges
audiences to confront societal issues and has had a lasting impact on American theater.



Q: In what historical context is "Fences" set?
A: "Fences" is set in the 1950s, a time when African Americans faced systemic racism and
social challenges. This historical backdrop shapes the characters' experiences and the
themes explored in the play.

Q: How does the character of Rose Maxson contribute
to the play's themes?
A: Rose Maxson represents strength and resilience, embodying the sacrifices women make
for their families. Her character highlights themes of loyalty and the impact of broken
dreams within the family dynamic.

Q: What role does baseball play in "Fences"?
A: Baseball symbolizes Troy's lost dreams and the opportunities denied to him due to racial
discrimination. It reflects his longing for a life he could have had and underscores themes of
regret and lost potential.

Q: How does the generational conflict manifest in
"Fences"?
A: The generational conflict in "Fences" is primarily illustrated through Troy's relationship
with his son Cory, as they struggle over differing aspirations and perspectives on ambition,
reflecting the challenges faced by younger generations.

Q: What impact does "Fences" have on contemporary
discussions about race?
A: "Fences" continues to influence contemporary discussions about race relations, identity,
and family dynamics, as it resonates with ongoing societal issues and encourages
audiences to reflect on their own experiences and perceptions.
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