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Fishing in Final Fantasy XI (FFXI) is not just a leisurely activity; it’s a skill that can be both
rewarding and profitable. Whether you’re looking to catch rare fish for crafting or simply
enjoying the serene experience away from the hustle and bustle of adventuring, mastering
fishing can significantly enhance your gameplay. In this comprehensive guide, we will

explore various aspects of fishing in FFXI, from getting started to advanced techniques,
the best fishing spots, and useful tips to maximize your fishing experience.

Getting Started with Fishing

Before you can start fishing in FFXI, you need to acquire the necessary tools and
knowledge. Here’s how to get started:

1. Obtaining the Fishing Rod

To begin fishing, you need a fishing rod. There are several types of rods available, but the
most basic one is the Fishing Rod. You can obtain it through the following means:

- Purchase from NPCs: You can buy a basic Fishing Rod from various NPC vendors in cities

like San d'Oria and Windurst.
- Crafting: If you have the appropriate crafting skills, you can create your own fishing rod.

2. Acquiring Fishing Bait

After you have your rod, you will need bait to catch fish. Different types of bait can be
used depending on the fish you target. Common types of bait include:

- Earthworm: A versatile bait that can catch a variety of fish.
- Insect Paste: Effective for catching smaller fish.

- Fish Eyes: Often used for larger and rarer catches.

You can purchase bait from NPCs or obtain it by gathering or crafting.

3. Finding a Fishing Spot

Fishing spots are scattered throughout Vana'diel, and each location has its own unique
fish. Some popular fishing areas include:

- San d'Oria: The area around the water near the entrance to the city is a good starting



point.
- Windurst Waters: Known for its diverse fish population.
- Bastok Markets: Another beginner-friendly location.

Understanding Fishing Mechanics

Fishing in FFXI involves more than just casting your line. Understanding the game
mechanics will help you catch more fish and improve your fishing skill level.

1. Fishing Skill Levels

Your fishing skill level increases as you catch more fish. The skill levels range from 0 to
100, and as you progress, you'll unlock the ability to catch more difficult fish. The skill
increases are based on:

- Success Rate: The higher your skill level, the better your chances of successfully

catching fish.
- Fish Size: Larger fish provide more experience points compared to smaller ones.

2. Casting Your Line

Once you’ve found a fishing spot and equipped your rod and bait, it’s time to cast your
line:

- Select Bait: Choose the bait you want to use from your inventory.
- Cast the Line: Press the fishing button to cast your line into the water. You'll see a

casting animation.
- Wait for a Bite: After casting, be patient and wait for the fish to nibble.

3. Reeling in Fish

When you feel a tug on your line, it’s time to reel in your catch. Here’s how to do it:
- Press the Button: When a fish bites, press the appropriate button to start reeling it in.
- Keep an Eye on the Tension: If the tension is too high, you risk losing the fish. If it’s too

low, the fish may escape. Adjust the tension by balancing your button presses.
- Catch the Fish: Successfully reeling in a fish will add it to your inventory.

Best Fishing Locations

Knowing where to fish can make a significant difference in your success rate. Here are



some of the best fishing spots in FFXI:

1. La Theine Plateau

La Theine Plateau is known for its variety of fish, including the elusive Giant Fish. It’s a
mid-level fishing spot where players can catch a mix of common and rare fish.

2. Rolanberry Fields

This spot is excellent for players looking to catch Rolanberry fish. The area features a river
that attracts a wide range of aquatic life.

3. Qufim Island

Qufim Island is a hotspot for experienced fishers. The waters are teeming with a variety of
fish, including several high-value catches.

4. Sea of Clouds

For those seeking the rarest fish, the Sea of Clouds offers unique species that can only be
found in this area. It’s recommended for advanced players due to the increased difficulty.

Advanced Fishing Techniques

Once you’ve mastered the basics, you may want to delve into advanced fishing techniques
that can improve your efficiency and success rate.

1. Fishing Timing

Certain fish are more active during specific times of the day. Pay attention to the
following:

- Daytime vs. Nighttime: Some species only appear during the day, while others are
nocturnal.

- Weather Conditions: Rain can also affect fish behavior. Certain types of fish may be more
likely to bite in specific weather conditions.



2. Using the Right Bait

Each fish species has its preferred bait. Research the specific fish you’re targeting to
ensure you’re using the most effective bait. Experimenting with different types can yield
better results.

3. Fishing Competitions

Participating in fishing competitions can be a fun way to test your skills against other
players. Competitions often offer unique prizes and can boost your fishing experience.

Fishing and Crafting

Fishing is not only a standalone activity; it also complements crafting and other
professions in FFXI. Here’s how fishing ties into crafting:

1. Crafting with Fish

The fish you catch can be used in various recipes, including:

- Cooking: Many fish can be cooked for food items that provide buffs.
- Alchemy: Some fish can be used in alchemical recipes for potions and items.

2. Selling Fish for Profit

If crafting isn’t your focus, you can sell your catch to other players or NPCs for gil. Rare
fish can be particularly lucrative, so keep an eye out for valuable catches to maximize your
profits.

Tips for Successful Fishing

Here are some final tips to enhance your fishing experience in FFXI:

- Be Patient: Fishing requires patience. Don’t get discouraged if you don’t catch anything
right away.

- Keep Track of Your Catches: Maintaining a log of your catches can help you identify the
best times and locations for fishing.

- Join a Fishing Community: Engage with other players in forums or in-game to share tips
and experiences.

- Upgrade Your Gear: As you level up, consider investing in better rods and bait to improve



your fishing efficiency.

Conclusion

Fishing in FFXI is a multifaceted skill that can be both enjoyable and rewarding. By
understanding the mechanics, finding the right spots, and employing advanced
techniques, you can become a master angler in Vana'diel. Whether you're fishing for fun,
crafting, or profit, the world of fishing offers much to explore. So grab your rod, choose
your bait, and cast your line into the waters of FFXI!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best starting location for fishing in FFXI
Classic?

A great starting location for fishing in FFXI Classic is the waters of the Buburimu
Peninsula. The area offers a variety of fish and is accessible for new players.

What fishing gear is recommended for beginners in
FFXI Classic?

Beginners should start with a Fishing Rod and some Earth Crystals to create a basic lure.
The 'Tackle Box' is also useful for managing bait and catches.

How can I increase my fishing skill quickly in FFXI
Classic?

To increase your fishing skill quickly, focus on fishing in areas with a high fish population,
and use the appropriate bait for the fish you are targeting. Additionally, avoid using lures
that are too advanced for your level.

What are the best baits to use for fishing in FFXI
Classic?

Popular baits include 'Insect Paste' for freshwater fishing and 'Shrimp' for saltwater
fishing. Experimenting with different baits can help you catch a wider variety of fish.

How do weather and time affect fishing in FFXI Classic?

Fishing in FFXI Classic is influenced by weather and time. Certain fish are more likely to
bite during specific weather conditions, and fishing at different times of day can yield
various results, so check the fishing reports regularly.
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