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Fishing in Final Fantasy XIV (FFXIV) is not just about casting a line and
waiting for a nibble; it is an intricate mini-game that involves
understanding the various types of bait, their uses, and how to maximize your
fishing efficiency. In this guide, we will delve into the different types of
bait available in FFXIV, how to acquire them, and tips on when and where to
use them to catch the most elusive fish.

Understanding Fishing in FFXIV

Fishing in FFXIV allows players to engage with one of the most relaxing and
rewarding activities in the game. Unlike other gathering professions, fishing
requires players to strategically select bait and fishing locations. This
guide aims to provide comprehensive insights into bait selection, which is
crucial for catching different fish species.

Types of Fishing Bait

Bait in FFXIV is categorized into several types, each attracting specific
fish species. Understanding which bait to use is essential for maximizing
your catch. Below are the main types of bait you will encounter while fishing
in the game:

1. Generic Bait

- Midge: This bait is effective for catching small freshwater fish and is
readily available early in your fishing journey.

- Cricket: A versatile bait that can attract both freshwater and saltwater
fish, making it a great all-round choice for beginners.

- Earth Worm: Particularly useful for fishing in freshwater, this bait
attracts a variety of common fish.

2. Special Bait

- Baited Hook: Designed for specific species, this bait is often used for
larger and more valuable fish.

- Fly: Ideal for catching fish that prefer insects, and can be used in both
freshwater and saltwater locations.

- Prawn: This bait attracts a range of saltwater fish, making it essential
for coastal fishing trips.



3. Unique Bait

- Sardine: A bait that attracts larger fish species, particularly in the
ocean.

- Demon Bait: A special bait that is often required for rare fish; it can
only be obtained through specific quests or from vendors.

- Mog Bait: This bait is unique to certain fish and can often be used to
catch rare or seasonal species.

How to Acquire Fishing Bait

Acquiring bait in FFXIV can be done through various methods, which include:

1. Vendors

Most towns and cities have vendors who sell different types of bait. Some of
the most common locations include:

- Limsa Lominsa: The Fisher's Guild vendor offers a variety of beginner
baits.

- Gridania: The vendors near the rivers and lakes sell bait suitable for
freshwater fishing.

- Ul'dah: Vendors here provide a mix of both saltwater and freshwater bait.

2. Crafting

As you progress in your fishing career, you will unlock the ability to craft
your own bait. This requires gathering materials and using them at a crafting
station. Common crafted baits include:

- Midge: Requires local flora.
- Fly: Can be crafted by using specific fish parts.
- Cricket: Made from gathering resources found in the environment.

3. Quests and Rewards

Many quests in the game offer unique bait as rewards. Completing these quests
not only provides you with bait but also enhances your fishing skills.

Best Practices for Bait Usage

Using bait effectively requires some knowledge of the fishing mechanics in
FFXIV. Here are some best practices:



1. Match the Bait to the Fish

Always check the characteristics of the fish you are trying to catch. Each
species has specific bait preferences. The more you tailor your bait to the
fish, the higher your chances of a successful catch.

2. Time of Day and Weather Conditions

Some fish are only available at specific times of the day or during certain
weather conditions. Always check the in-game fishing logs or use online
resources to find out the best times to fish for your desired species.

3. Use the Right Fishing Spot

Different locations yield different fish. Familiarize yourself with the
fishing spots in the game:

- Freshwater Locations: Rivers and lakes in Gridania or the Black Shroud are
excellent for freshwater fishing.

- Saltwater Locations: The ocean areas near Limsa Lominsa are perfect for
saltwater species.

4. Level Up Your Fishing Skills

As you level up, you will unlock better fishing gear and more effective bait
types. Make sure to continuously upgrade your fishing rod and accessories to
improve your catch rate.

Advanced Fishing Techniques

Once you have mastered the basics of fishing, you can start employing
advanced techniques to enhance your fishing experience.

1. Using the Right Fishing Gear

Invest in high-quality fishing rods and tackle that improve your chances of
catching rare fish. Gear can be obtained through quests, crafting, or
purchasing from vendors.

2. Fish Tracking

Utilize the Fish Guide in your inventory to track which fish are available in
your current location, including their preferred bait and the best times to
catch them.



3. Participate in Fishing Events

FFXIV often hosts fishing tournaments and events where players can compete
for rare fish and unique prizes. Participating in these events is a great way
to test your skills and meet other fishing enthusiasts.

Conclusion

Fishing in FFXIV is a rewarding experience that allows players to explore the
vast landscapes of Eorzea while honing their skills in a relaxing
environment. By understanding the different types of bait, how to acquire
them, and the best practices for fishing, players can maximize their catch
and enjoy the many benefits that come from this engaging mini-game. Whether
you are a novice angler or a seasoned fishing master, utilizing the tips and
techniques from this guide will ensure your fishing adventures are both
fruitful and enjoyable. Happy fishing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What types of bait are available for fishing in
FFXIV?

FFXIV features several types of bait including worms, minnows, and various
lures, each suited for different fish species and locations.

How do I obtain bait for fishing in FFXIV?

Bait can be obtained through gathering, purchasing from vendors, or crafting,
depending on the type of bait and your level in the fishing class.

What is the best bait to use for catching higher-
level fish?

Higher-level fish often require specialized bait, such as the 'Mackerel
Strip' or 'Puffball', which are designed for specific areas and fish types.

Are there any bait recommendations for specific
zones in FFXIV?

Yes, for example, using 'Sardine' bait in the Lower La Noscea region is
effective for catching fish like the 'Sardine' and 'Bream'.



How can I craft my own fishing bait in FFXIV?

You can craft bait by gathering ingredients from the environment or
purchasing them from vendors, then using the crafting interface to combine
them.

What role does bait play in fishing success in
FFXIV?

Using the appropriate bait increases your chances of attracting and catching
specific types of fish, as different fish are drawn to different baits.

Is there a difference between using live bait and
artificial bait in FFXIV?

Yes, live bait often attracts a wider variety of fish, while artificial bait
may be more effective for targeting specific species in certain locations.
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