
film extremely loud and incredibly close
film extremely loud and incredibly close is a poignant cinematic adaptation of Jonathan Safran
Foer's acclaimed novel, exploring themes of loss, grief, and the quest for understanding. The film,
directed by Stephen Daldry, tells the story of a young boy named Oskar Schell who embarks on a
transformative journey in the wake of his father's tragic death during the September 11 attacks. This
article delves into the film's narrative structure, character development, critical reception, and its
broader societal implications. Readers will gain insight into how "Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close"
navigates the complexities of human emotion and the impact of tragedy on personal growth.
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Overview of the Film

"Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close" premiered in 2011, bringing together a talented cast that
includes Tom Hanks, Sandra Bullock, and newcomer Thomas Horn. The film is set against the
backdrop of New York City and chronicles Oskar's journey as he searches for the lock that fits a
mysterious key left behind by his father. This quest serves as a vehicle for Oskar to process his grief
and connect with the memories of his father. The film's narrative intertwines past and present,
illustrating how trauma shapes the lives of those left behind.

Plot Summary

The story begins with the introduction of Oskar Schell, a highly intelligent and quirky 11-year-old boy
who is deeply affected by his father's death. As Oskar grapples with his loss, he discovers a key in his
father's belongings, which leads him to embark on a quest throughout New York City, meeting various



individuals along the way. Each encounter reveals different perspectives on grief, love, and the
human condition. The film intricately weaves Oskar's emotional journey with flashbacks of his father's
life, enhancing the narrative depth and providing context to his character.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close" are richly developed, each contributing to
Oskar's understanding of life and death. Oskar, portrayed by Thomas Horn, is a complex character
whose intelligence and vulnerability resonate deeply with audiences. His interactions with other
characters serve to highlight the varying ways people cope with loss.

Oskar Schell

Oskar is characterized by his emotional sensitivity and his unique worldview. His obsession with
finding the lock that corresponds to his father's key symbolizes his desire for closure and
understanding. Throughout the film, Oskar's journey is not just about the physical search for the lock
but also an emotional exploration of his father's legacy and the lessons he left behind.

Supporting Characters

Key supporting characters include Oskar's mother, Linda Schell, played by Sandra Bullock, who
embodies the struggles of a parent dealing with grief. Her portrayal adds depth to the narrative,
illustrating the impact of loss on familial relationships. The character of the Renter, portrayed by Max
von Sydow, adds another layer to the story. His mute communication and profound wisdom guide
Oskar on his journey, reinforcing the theme of connection amidst isolation.

Thematic Elements

The film explores several central themes that resonate with viewers, including grief, love, and the
search for meaning in the aftermath of tragedy. Oskar's quest for the lock becomes a metaphor for
the universal human experience of seeking answers and understanding in the face of loss.

Grief and Loss

Grief is a prominent theme throughout the film, affecting each character in different ways. Oskar's
journey symbolizes the struggle to navigate the complexities of mourning. The film presents grief as a
multifaceted experience, showcasing how it can lead to isolation or connection, depending on how
individuals choose to cope.



Connection and Understanding

Another significant theme is the importance of human connection. Oskar's interactions with strangers
illustrate how sharing stories and experiences can foster empathy and understanding. The film
emphasizes that, despite personal tragedies, individuals can find solace in community and shared
experiences.

Cinematic Techniques

The film employs various cinematic techniques to enhance its emotional impact. Director Stephen
Daldry utilizes a blend of visual storytelling and sound design to convey Oskar's internal struggles and
the chaos surrounding him. The use of vibrant cinematography captures the essence of New York
City, contrasting the vibrancy of life with the somber themes of loss.

Visual Storytelling

The film's visual style is characterized by its dynamic camera movements and thoughtful composition.
The use of close-ups allows audiences to connect intimately with characters' emotions, while wider
shots emphasize Oskar's isolation amidst the bustling city. This juxtaposition effectively conveys the
duality of Oskar's inner world and his external environment.

Sound Design

Sound design plays a crucial role in amplifying the film's emotional weight. The score, composed by
Alexandre Desplat, complements the narrative, enhancing moments of tension and reflection. The
careful use of silence also heightens the impact of significant scenes, allowing viewers to fully absorb
the emotional gravity of Oskar's journey.

Critical Reception


