
film flubber notes and questions answers

film flubber notes and questions answers are essential for understanding the classic film "Flubber," a family-
friendly movie that combines elements of science fiction and comedy. This article provides a comprehensive
analysis of the film, exploring its themes, characters, and significant plot points. Additionally, we will
address common questions and provide notes that can aid in discussions or assignments related to the film.
Through this exploration, readers will gain a deeper appreciation for "Flubber" and its impact on popular
culture. We will also cover key areas such as character analysis, thematic elements, and important scenes
that highlight the film's comedic and educational aspects.
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Overview of "Flubber"

"Flubber," released in 1997, is a remake of the 1961 film "The Absent-Minded Professor." Directed by Les
Mayfield and produced by Walt Disney Pictures, the movie stars Robin Williams as the eccentric Professor
Phillip Brainard. The plot centers around Brainard's discovery of a bouncy, green substance called flubber,
which has remarkable properties. The film blends humor, romance, and scientific creativity, making it an
entertaining watch for audiences of all ages.

The plot kicks off with Professor Brainard's struggles at Medfield College, where he is preoccupied with his
experiments and neglects his fianc�e, Sara, played by Marcia Gay Harden. His scientific endeavors lead him to
create flubber, a substance that can defy gravity and significantly enhance the performance of objects it is
applied to. This discovery not only aids Brainard in his personal and professional life but also leads to a series
of comedic misadventures.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Flubber" play pivotal roles in advancing the story and highlighting its themes. Each
character reflects different facets of human behavior, ambition, and relationships.

Professor Phillip Brainard

Professor Brainard is portrayed as a brilliant yet absent-minded scientist. His character embodies the archetype
of the genius who is so engrossed in his work that he forgets about the world around him. This leads to
humorous situations, particularly in his romantic relationship with Sara. Brainard's transformation
throughout the film showcases his journey from negligence to self-awareness and responsibility.



Sara

Sara is Brainard's love interest, representing stability and emotional grounding. Her character challenges
Brainard to focus on what truly matters in life, especially their relationship. Sara's patience and support
play a crucial role in Brainard's eventual realization of the importance of balancing work and personal life.

Supporting Characters

Several supporting characters enhance the film's comedic elements, including:

Weatherton: The antagonist who aims to steal Brainard's inventions.

Professor's Students: They add to the humor through their reactions to Brainard's antics.

Flubber: While not a traditional character, Flubber itself acts as a catalyst for the plot, showcasing
the film's creative spirit.

Themes and Messages

Several themes are woven throughout "Flubber," contributing to its overall message about innovation,
relationships, and responsibility.

Innovation and Creativity

The film emphasizes the importance of creativity and innovation in scientific pursuits. Brainard's invention of
flubber represents the potential for scientific breakthroughs to change lives. This theme encourages viewers to
embrace their creativity and think outside the box.

Love and Relationships

At its core, "Flubber" is also a love story. The dynamic between Brainard and Sara illustrates the significance
of nurturing relationships amid personal ambitions. The film advocates for balancing professional aspirations
with personal connections, suggesting that success is sweeter when shared with loved ones.

Responsibility and Growth

Brainard's character arc reflects the theme of personal growth and responsibility. Initially, he is depicted as
self-absorbed and careless, but as the story progresses, he learns to prioritize his commitments and the people
who care about him. This transformation speaks to the broader message of accountability in both personal and
professional spheres.

Significant Plot Points

Key plot points in "Flubber" are crucial for understanding the film's narrative structure and character
development.



Discovery of Flubber

The initial discovery of flubber is a pivotal moment that sets the story in motion. Brainard's excitement over
his creation leads to various comedic situations, showcasing the substance's unique properties and
establishing the film's whimsical tone.

Conflict with Weatherton

The introduction of Weatherton as the antagonist adds tension to the plot. His efforts to undermine
Brainard's achievements and steal flubber create a sense of urgency and challenge that Brainard must
overcome.

Final Showdown

The climax of the film features a dramatic showdown that combines humor with action, as Brainard uses
flubber to thwart Weatherton's plans. This sequence not only showcases the substance's powers but also
signifies Brainard's growth as a character.

Common Questions and Answers

Q: What is the significance of flubber in the film?
A: Flubber serves as a symbol of innovation and creativity. It represents the potential for scientific
advancements to improve lives and solve problems. The substance's unique properties also drive the comedic
elements of the film.

Q: How does Professor Brainard's character evolve throughout the movie?
A: Professor Brainard evolves from an absent-minded genius to a more responsible individual who learns the
importance of balancing his personal and professional life. His relationship with Sara plays a crucial role in
this transformation.

Q: What themes are explored in "Flubber"?
A: Major themes include innovation and creativity, love and relationships, and responsibility and growth. The
film conveys messages about the importance of nurturing personal connections while pursuing professional
goals.

Q: Who are the main antagonists in "Flubber"?
A: The primary antagonist is Weatherton, who seeks to exploit Brainard's inventions for his gain. His character
adds conflict and tension to the story, highlighting the stakes of Brainard's scientific endeavors.

Q: What role does humor play in "Flubber"?
A: Humor is a central element in "Flubber," serving to entertain and engage the audience while also highlighting
the absurdity of certain situations. It balances the film's more serious themes and makes the story accessible
to all ages.



Q: How does "Flubber" compare to its original version, "The Absent-Minded
Professor"?
A: While both films share similar plots, the 1997 "Flubber" incorporates modern humor, advanced special
effects, and a more developed romantic subplot. The remake aims to appeal to contemporary audiences while
retaining the charm of the original.

Q: What educational messages can be drawn from "Flubber"?
A: "Flubber" promotes curiosity and experimentation in science, encouraging viewers to explore and innovate. It
also highlights the importance of ethics in scientific discovery and the responsibility that comes with
knowledge.

Q: Is "Flubber" suitable for children?
A: Yes, "Flubber" is suitable for children. The film features family-friendly humor, positive messages about
relationships, and engaging visual effects that appeal to young audiences.

Q: What impact did "Flubber" have on popular culture?
A: "Flubber" remains a beloved film, known for its unique premise and memorable characters. It has inspired
merchandise, parodies, and discussions about science and creativity in popular culture, making it a significant
entry in Disney's filmography.
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