film the end of the affair

film the end of the affair is a cinematic adaptation that delves into the complexities of
love, loss, and the moral ambiguities of relationships. Based on the novel by Graham
Greene, this film presents a poignhant narrative that explores the passionate affair between
Sarah Miles and Maurice Bendrix, set against the backdrop of post-World War Il London. The
film not only captures the emotional intensity of their relationship but also raises questions
about fidelity, guilt, and the consequences of actions taken in the name of love. This article
will provide an in-depth analysis of the film, its themes, characters, and the critical
reception it received upon release. Additionally, we will explore its relevance in
contemporary discussions about love and fidelity, making it an essential read for both film
enthusiasts and literature aficionados.
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Overview of the Film

The film "The End of the Affair," directed by Neil Jordan and released in 1999, is an
adaptation of Graham Greene's 1951 novel of the same name. The story is set in London
during the 1940s and revolves around a tumultuous love affair between writer Maurice
Bendrix, played by Ralph Fiennes, and Sarah Miles, portrayed by Julianne Moore. The
narrative is framed by Maurice's recollections of their passionate and ultimately doomed
relationship, which is complicated by Sarah's marriage to a devoted but distant husband,
Henry. The film intricately weaves together themes of love, jealousy, and faith as it
examines the moral dilemmas faced by its characters.

The screenplay, penned by Neil Jordan and based on Greene's novel, captures the essence
of the original text while infusing it with a contemporary sensibility. The film's score,
composed by Michael Nyman, further enhances its emotional depth, making it a memorable
cinematic experience. The juxtaposition of wartime London with the intimate struggles of
the characters provides a rich backdrop for the exploration of human emotions.



Key Themes

The film "The End of the Affair" is rich with themes that resonate deeply with audiences.
The exploration of love and its complexities is central to the narrative. The characters are
often caught in a web of desire and regret, showcasing how love can lead to both ecstasy
and despair.

Love and Infidelity

One of the most prominent themes in the film is the concept of love intertwined with
infidelity. Maurice and Sarah's affair is passionate yet fraught with guilt, raising questions
about the nature of love. Is it possible to truly love someone while betraying another? This
theme is explored through the characters' internal conflicts and their struggles to reconcile
their desires with their moral choices.

Faith and Doubt

Another significant theme is the exploration of faith, both in a religious sense and in the
context of personal relationships. Sarah's character embodies a struggle between her love
for Maurice and her commitment to her husband, Henry. This conflict is compounded by her
eventual turn to faith during the course of the film, prompting viewers to consider the role
of spirituality in love and betrayal.

Character Analysis

The characters in "The End of the Affair" are complex and multi-dimensional, each
contributing to the film's emotional depth. Their development throughout the story provides
insight into human nature and the intricacies of relationships.

Maurice Bendrix

Maurice, played by Ralph Fiennes, is a writer who finds himself deeply in love with Sarah.
His character embodies the archetype of the tortured artist, grappling with jealousy,
insecurity, and a profound sense of loss. Maurice’s narrative perspective allows the
audience to experience his emotional turmoil, making his journey both relatable and heart-
wrenching.

Sarah Miles

Julianne Moore's portrayal of Sarah is equally compelling. She is depicted as a woman torn
between her desires and her responsibilities. The character's complexity is revealed
through her interactions with Maurice and her husband, Henry. Sarah's evolution
throughout the film highlights the struggle between passion and duty, ultimately leading
her to make choices that reflect her inner conflicts.



Henry

Henry, played by Stephen Rea, serves as a foil to Maurice. He is a devoted husband who,
despite his love for Sarah, remains emotionally distant. His character adds another layer to
the theme of fidelity, as he represents the conventional expectations of marriage
contrasted against Maurice's passionate but illicit love for Sarah. Henry's reactions to the
unfolding events also emphasize the pain of betrayal and the complexities of human
relationships.

Cinematography and Direction

Neil Jordan's direction in "The End of the Affair" is marked by a keen attention to detail and
an atmospheric quality that enhances the story's emotional weight. The film's
cinematography, led by Roger Pratt, effectively captures the post-war ambiance of London,
utilizing lighting and color palettes that evoke the mood of the narrative.

Visual Storytelling

The visual storytelling in the film plays a crucial role in conveying the characters' emotions
and the themes of the narrative. The use of close-ups allows the audience to connect with
the characters on a personal level, while the settings reflect their internal struggles. For
instance, the contrasting environments of the intimate moments shared by Maurice and
Sarah versus the coldness of Henry's world symbolize the duality of love and betrayal.

Score and Soundtrack

The film's score, composed by Michael Nyman, is hauntingly beautiful and complements the
emotional tone of the film. The music enhances key scenes, underscoring the tension and
passion that define Maurice and Sarah's relationship. The combination of visuals and sound
creates a compelling cinematic experience that resonates with viewers.

Critical Reception



