
find out rental history
Find Out Rental History is an essential step for both landlords and tenants in the rental process.
Understanding the rental history of a property or a potential tenant can offer insights into the
reliability, upkeep, and overall experience associated with a rental agreement. For landlords, it helps
in making informed decisions about whom to rent to, while for tenants, it assists in evaluating
whether a property meets their needs and expectations. This article will provide a comprehensive
guide on how to find out rental history, its significance, and the various methods one can use to
obtain this information.

Understanding Rental History

Rental history refers to the record of a tenant's previous rental agreements, including the duration
of their leases, payment patterns, and any disputes or issues that may have arisen during their
tenancy. This history is crucial for landlords looking to assess the reliability of potential tenants and
for tenants wanting to ensure they are renting from a reputable landlord.

Why Rental History Matters

There are several reasons why rental history is important:

1. For Landlords:
- Tenant Screening: Helps identify responsible tenants who pay rent on time and maintain the
property.
- Risk Management: Reduces the likelihood of future disputes and financial loss.
- Property Management: Provides insights into how well a tenant may take care of the property.

2. For Tenants:
- Property Evaluation: Ensures the rental property is well-maintained and managed.
- Negotiation Power: Can provide leverage during negotiations based on previous rental experiences.
- Avoiding Issues: Helps steer clear of properties with a history of tenant disputes or poor
management.

How to Find Out Rental History

Finding rental history can be approached from different angles depending on whether you are a
landlord or a tenant. Below are methods tailored for both parties.

For Landlords

1. Tenant Screening Services:



- Utilize tenant screening services that compile credit reports, eviction records, and rental history.
These services often include detailed reports that can help assess a potential tenant’s reliability.
- Popular services include TransUnion SmartMove, RentPrep, and TenantCloud.

2. Contact Previous Landlords:
- Reach out to previous landlords for references. Ask specific questions about the tenant's payment
history, behavior, and how they maintained the property.
- Prepare a list of questions, such as:
- Did the tenant pay rent on time?
- Were there any damages beyond normal wear and tear?
- Would you rent to this tenant again?

3. Check Public Records:
- Eviction records are often available through local court systems. Checking these records can reveal
if a potential tenant has a history of being evicted.
- Some counties provide online databases where you can look up eviction records by name.

4. Social Media and Online Presence:
- Review a potential tenant’s online presence to gauge their reliability. While not always conclusive,
social media can sometimes provide insight into a person's lifestyle and habits.

For Tenants

1. Request Information from Previous Landlords:
- When applying for a new rental, ask your previous landlords for a written rental history or a
reference letter. This document can serve as proof of your reliability as a tenant.

2. Check Your Credit Report:
- Credit reports often contain rental history, including any late payments or evictions. You can
request a free annual credit report from the three major credit bureaus: Equifax, Experian, and
TransUnion.
- Look for sections detailing rental payments and any accounts that may have gone to collections.

3. Utilize Online Background Check Services:
- Services like BeenVerified or CheckPeople can provide rental history as part of their background
check services. While there may be a fee, it can be worth it for peace of mind when renting.

4. Ask for Rental History Verification:
- If you have a good rental history, you can proactively offer to provide a rental history verification
form to your new landlord. This can include contact information for previous landlords and details
about your rental history.

What to Do with Rental History Information

Once you obtain rental history information, it’s crucial to analyze and use it effectively.



For Landlords

1. Assess the Findings:
- Evaluate the tenant's payment history, looking for consistent on-time payments and any red flags
like late payments or evictions.

2. Make an Informed Decision:
- Use the information gathered to decide whether to approve or deny the rental application.
Consider setting a threshold for acceptable rental histories based on your property’s standards.

3. Maintain Documentation:
- Keep records of all tenant screening results for future reference. This can be useful in case of any
disputes or legal issues.

For Tenants

1. Prepare for Discussions:
- If your rental history contains minor issues, be prepared to discuss them with potential landlords.
Honesty can go a long way in establishing trust.

2. Leverage Positive History:
- Use your positive rental history as a selling point during applications. Highlight aspects like timely
payments and good communication with previous landlords.

3. Address Negative Findings:
- If there are negative aspects in your rental history, consider how to address them. Offering to pay a
higher security deposit or providing references can help mitigate concerns.

Conclusion

Finding out rental history is a vital aspect of the rental process for both landlords and tenants. For
landlords, it helps in screening potential tenants to ensure they are reliable and responsible,
ultimately protecting their investment. For tenants, understanding rental history can aid in making
informed choices about where to live and with whom to rent. By utilizing various methods to gather
this information—whether through tenant screening services, direct communication with previous
landlords, or checking public records—both parties can navigate the rental landscape more
effectively. In a world where rental agreements are often long-term commitments, understanding
rental history is not just beneficial; it’s essential for a smooth and successful rental experience.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is rental history?
Rental history is a record of a tenant's previous rental agreements, including details such as the
addresses of properties rented, duration of tenancy, payment history, and any instances of eviction
or lease violations.

Why is it important to find out rental history?
Understanding rental history is crucial for landlords to assess a potential tenant's reliability,
payment behavior, and overall suitability for renting their property.

How can I access my rental history?
You can access your rental history by requesting it from previous landlords, checking your credit
report, or using tenant screening services that compile rental history information.

What information is typically included in a rental history
report?
A rental history report typically includes the tenant's previous addresses, length of stay, rent
amounts, payment history, and any negative marks like evictions or late payments.

Can I dispute inaccuracies in my rental history?
Yes, if you find inaccuracies in your rental history, you can dispute them by contacting the reporting
agency or landlord to correct the information.

How long does rental history stay on record?
Rental history records can vary, but they generally remain on file for several years, often up to seven
years, depending on the reporting agency's policies and local laws.

What should I do if my rental history is poor?
If your rental history is poor, consider providing additional references, proof of income, or a larger
security deposit to potential landlords to improve your chances of being approved for a rental.
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