
find out what you want to do for a
career
Find out what you want to do for a career is a daunting task that many individuals face at
various stages of their lives. Whether you are a student embarking on your journey into
adulthood, a professional seeking a career change, or someone re-entering the workforce,
the process of discovering your ideal career can be both challenging and exhilarating. This
article aims to provide a comprehensive guide to help you navigate this pivotal decision,
offering strategies, self-assessment tools, and practical advice to uncover your career
aspirations.

Understanding Your Interests and Passions

To find out what you want to do for a career, the first step is to understand your interests
and passions. This self-reflection is crucial because it sets the foundation for your career
choices.

Self-Assessment Techniques

Engaging in self-assessment helps you gain insights into your preferences, skills, and
values. Here are some effective techniques:

1. Journaling: Spend time writing about your interests, hobbies, and activities that bring you
joy. Look for patterns that might indicate potential career paths.

2. Personality Tests: Consider taking personality assessments such as the Myers-Briggs
Type Indicator (MBTI) or the Holland Code (RIASEC) test. These can provide valuable
insights into your personality traits and how they align with various careers.

3. Skills Inventory: Make a list of your skills, both hard (technical) and soft (interpersonal).
Think about how these skills can be applied in different job roles.

4. Values Assessment: Reflect on what is important to you in a career. This could include
work-life balance, job security, creativity, or opportunities for advancement.

Exploring Interests Through Experiences

Sometimes, the best way to find out what you want to do for a career is through
experiences. Here are ways to explore your interests further:

- Internships: Seek out internships in fields that intrigue you. This hands-on experience can
provide clarity and insight into specific industries or roles.



- Volunteer Work: Engaging in volunteer opportunities can expose you to different sectors
and help you understand what you enjoy doing.

- Job Shadowing: Spend a day or a week shadowing professionals in fields of interest. This
will give you a real-world perspective on day-to-day responsibilities.

- Networking: Attend industry events, workshops, or informational interviews. Speaking with
professionals can provide guidance and inspiration.

Researching Potential Career Paths

Once you have a clearer understanding of your interests, the next step is to research
potential career paths. This involves gathering information about various fields, job roles,
and the job market.

Identifying Career Options

When exploring career options, consider the following:

- Industry Trends: Research industries that are growing or evolving. Fields like technology,
healthcare, and renewable energy are experiencing significant growth.

- Job Roles: Look into specific job roles within those industries. Websites like the Bureau of
Labor Statistics (BLS) can provide information on job descriptions, qualifications, and salary
ranges.

- Education and Training Requirements: Evaluate what education or certifications are
necessary for your desired career paths. This will help you assess whether you need further
education or training.

- Work Environment: Consider the type of work environment you thrive in—corporate,
remote, non-profit, or creative spaces. This can significantly influence job satisfaction.

Leveraging Online Resources

The internet is a treasure trove of resources for career exploration. Here are some
platforms to consider:

- Career Websites: Websites like LinkedIn, Glassdoor, and Indeed offer job listings and
insights into company culture, salaries, and employee reviews.

- Career Assessment Tools: Utilize online career assessment tools that match your skills and
interests with potential job roles.

- Webinars and Online Courses: Platforms like Coursera, Udemy, and edX offer courses that



can help you explore new fields or deepen your expertise in an area of interest.

Making Informed Decisions

After thorough research and self-discovery, the next step is to make informed decisions
about your career path.

Setting Career Goals

Once you have identified potential careers, it’s essential to set realistic and achievable
goals. Consider the following:

1. Short-Term Goals: Define what you want to achieve in the next year. This could include
gaining specific skills, completing an internship, or applying for entry-level positions.

2. Long-Term Goals: Think about where you want to be in five to ten years. This might
involve aiming for a specific position, starting your own business, or earning an advanced
degree.

3. Action Plan: Create a detailed action plan that outlines the steps you need to take to
achieve your goals, including timelines and resources needed.

Seeking Guidance and Mentorship

Finding a mentor can be instrumental in your career exploration process. A mentor can
provide guidance, share experiences, and help you navigate challenges. Here’s how to find
one:

- Networking: Attend industry events and connect with professionals in your field of
interest. Don’t hesitate to ask someone you admire for mentorship.

- Professional Associations: Join associations related to your field. They often have
mentoring programs or networking events.

- Alumni Networks: Utilize your school’s alumni network to find mentors who can provide
insights and advice based on their experiences.

Overcoming Challenges and Staying Adaptable

As you work towards finding out what you want to do for a career, you may face challenges
along the way. It’s important to remain adaptable and resilient.



Common Challenges

- Fear of Failure: It’s normal to fear making the wrong choice. Remember that many people
change careers multiple times in their lives.

- Financial Constraints: Education and training can be costly. Explore scholarships, grants,
and financial aid options to alleviate some of the financial burden.

- Limited Opportunities: In some fields, opportunities may be scarce. Stay open-minded and
consider adjacent fields where your skills can be transferable.

Embracing Change

The job market is continually evolving, and so should your approach to career exploration.
Here are ways to stay adaptable:

- Continuous Learning: Commit to lifelong learning by taking courses, attending workshops,
and staying updated on industry trends.

- Flexibility: Be open to exploring roles and industries that you may not have initially
considered. Sometimes, unexpected paths lead to fulfilling careers.

- Self-Reflection: Regularly reassess your goals and interests. As you grow and evolve, your
career aspirations may change as well.

Conclusion

Finding out what you want to do for a career is a journey that combines self-discovery,
research, and practical experiences. By understanding your interests, exploring various
career paths, making informed decisions, and embracing adaptability, you can navigate this
process with confidence. Remember, it’s okay to take your time, and it’s perfectly normal to
change direction as you learn more about yourself and the world of work. Your career is a
significant part of your life journey, so invest the effort to find a path that resonates with
you.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the first step to determining my ideal career?
The first step is to assess your interests, values, and skills through self-reflection or career
assessments.



How can I identify my passions when choosing a career?
Reflect on activities that excite you, consider hobbies you enjoy, and think about subjects
that captivate your attention.

What role do internships play in finding a career path?
Internships provide hands-on experience in a field, allowing you to explore interests and
gain valuable insights into potential careers.

How important is networking in discovering career
options?
Networking is crucial as it opens up opportunities, provides insights from professionals, and
can help you learn about various career paths.

Should I consider job market trends when choosing a
career?
Yes, understanding job market trends can help you select a career with growth potential
and stability in the future.

What resources can I use to explore different career
options?
Utilize online career exploration tools, job boards, informational interviews, and workshops
to discover various career paths.

How can I evaluate if a career aligns with my personal
values?
Research the company culture and mission, and assess whether they resonate with your
own values and ethics.

What questions should I ask myself when considering a
career change?
Ask yourself what you enjoy doing, what you're good at, what you want to achieve, and how
much risk you're willing to take.

How can I overcome fear and uncertainty when
choosing a career?
Start by gathering information, talking to professionals in the field, and gradually taking
small steps towards your desired career.
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