finding jesus in the old testament

Finding Jesus in the Old Testament is a fascinating journey that many believers embark on as
they seek deeper understanding of the scriptures. While the New Testament explicitly presents Jesus
Christ as the Messiah, the Old Testament lays the groundwork for His coming through prophecies,
types, and shadows. This exploration reveals the continuity of God's plan for redemption and the
significance of Jesus as the fulfillment of the Old Testament promises. In this article, we will delve into
various ways Jesus is represented in the Old Testament, examining prophetic texts, typological
figures, and symbolic representations that point to Him.

Understanding the Concept of Messianic Prophecy

Messianic prophecy refers to the predictions and foreshadowing of the coming of the Messiah, who
Christians believe to be Jesus Christ. These prophecies are integral to understanding the Old
Testament's narrative and its connection to the New Testament.

Key Characteristics of Messianic Prophecies

1. Specificity: Many prophecies include detailed descriptions of the Messiah's lineage, birthplace, and
mission.

2. Fulfillment: The New Testament provides accounts of how these prophecies were fulfilled in the life
of Jesus.

3. Dual Fulfillment: Some prophecies may have immediate relevance in their historical context while
also pointing to a future fulfillment in Jesus.

Major Prophetic Texts Pointing to Jesus

Several key passages in the Old Testament are seen as direct prophecies about Jesus. Below are
some of the most significant:

Isaiah 7:14

This verse states, "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive
and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel." This prophecy not only points to the miraculous
birth of Jesus but also emphasizes His divine nature, as "Immanuel" means "God with us."

Isaiah 9:6-7

"For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon His shoulder, and His
name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace." This
passage captures the essence of Jesus' identity and His ultimate reign.



Micah 5:2

"But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall
come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel." This prophecy locates Jesus' birthplace and
highlights His role as the ruler of His people.

Zechariah 9:9

"Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is
coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey." This verse
foreshadows Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem, emphasizing His humility as the king.

Typology: Foreshadowing Jesus in Old Testament
Figures

Typology is the study of how certain persons, events, or institutions in the Old Testament prefigure
Christ. These typological figures help to create a rich tapestry that illustrates God's redemptive plan.

Adam

Adam is considered a type of Christ in that he was the first man, and through his disobedience, sin
entered the world (Romans 5:12). In contrast, Jesus is referred to as the "last Adam" (1 Corinthians
15:45), who brings redemption and restoration through His obedience.

Noah

Noah and the ark represent salvation through judgment. Just as Noah was saved from the flood, Jesus
offers salvation from sin through His sacrifice. The ark serves as a symbol of refuge.

Abraham

Abraham is often seen as a type of Christ through his willingness to sacrifice his son Isaac, which
foreshadows God’s own sacrifice of His Son, Jesus. Abraham'’s faith is also a precursor to the faith
required in accepting Jesus as the Messiah.

Moses

Moses serves as a deliverer of God’s people from Egyptian bondage, paralleling Jesus’ role as the
ultimate deliverer from sin and death. In Deuteronomy 18:15, Moses speaks of a prophet that God will
raise up, which is fulfilled in Jesus.



David

David, as a king, is a type of Christ in that he establishes God's kingdom and is known as a man after
God's own heart. Jesus is often referred to as the "Son of David," highlighting His royal lineage and
messianic claim.

Symbolic Representations of Jesus

The Old Testament is filled with symbols and rituals that prefigure Christ and His work. Understanding
these symbols provides deeper insight into the nature of Jesus.

The Passover Lamb

In Exodus 12, the Israelites were instructed to sacrifice a lamb and mark their doorposts with its
blood. This act saved them from death during the final plague in Egypt. Jesus is referred to as the
"Lamb of God" (John 1:29), whose blood saves humanity from eternal death.

The Sacrificial System

The entire sacrificial system outlined in Leviticus serves as a foreshadowing of Jesus’ ultimate
sacrifice. The sin offerings and the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) illustrate the need for atonement
for sin, which Jesus fulfills through His death on the cross.

The Bronze Serpent

In Numbers 21:4-9, the Israelites were healed from snake bites by looking at a bronze serpent lifted
on a pole. Jesus refers to this event in John 3:14-15, indicating that He too must be lifted up to bring
healing and eternal life.

The Tabernacle

The Tabernacle represents God's dwelling with His people. In John 1:14, it is noted that "the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us." Jesus embodies the ultimate fulfillment of God's presence among
humanity.

Conclusion: The Unity of Scripture

Finding Jesus in the Old Testament reveals the intricate and divine design of the Bible. The
prophecies, typologies, and symbols work together to present a cohesive narrative of redemption that
culminates in the New Testament with the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This
understanding deepens the faith of believers as they see the consistency and faithfulness of God in
His plan for humanity. The Old Testament is not merely a historical account but a testament to the
coming of Christ, affirming that Jesus is indeed the heart of the entire biblical story.



In summary, the Old Testament is rich with references and foreshadowing of Jesus, encompassing
prophetic texts, typological figures, and symbolic representations. These elements significantly
enhance the understanding of scripture and reinforce the belief in Jesus as the promised Messiah,
affirming that the journey to finding Him begins long before the New Testament.

Frequently Asked Questions

How is Jesus foreshadowed in the story of Abraham and Isaac?

The story of Abraham's willingness to sacrifice Isaac is seen as a foreshadowing of God sacrificing His
own Son, Jesus. Just as Isaac carried the wood for the sacrifice, Jesus carried the cross, and both were
willing participants in their respective sacrifices.

What is the significance of the Passover lamb in relation to
Jesus?

The Passover lamb, whose blood was used to protect the Israelites from death during the Exodus, is
considered a symbol of Jesus, the 'Lamb of God,' whose sacrifice saves believers from sin and death.

How does the prophetic book of Isaiah point to Jesus?

Isaiah contains several prophecies about the coming Messiah, including the virgin birth (Isaiah 7:14)
and the suffering servant (Isaiah 53), which Christians interpret as direct references to Jesus.

In what ways does the figure of Moses represent Christ?

Moses is seen as a type of Christ in that he was a mediator between God and the people, led the
Israelites out of bondage, and delivered the Law, paralleling Jesus' role in providing spiritual freedom
and a new covenant.

What role does the concept of the 'Messiah' play in the Old
Testament?

The Messiah is anticipated as a future king and savior who would deliver Israel. The Old Testament
lays the groundwork for Jesus as the fulfillment of these messianic prophecies.

How are the sacrifices in the Old Testament related to Jesus'
sacrifice?
The sacrificial system in the Old Testament, which required animal sacrifices for the atonement of sin,

is seen as a precursor to Jesus' ultimate sacrifice on the cross, which provides a final and complete
atonement for sin.



What is the significance of the tabernacle and the temple in
finding Jesus in the Old Testament?

The tabernacle and temple represent God's dwelling among His people. Jesus is referred to as the true
tabernacle (John 1:14) and the fulfillment of the temple, where He provides direct access to God.

How does the story of David connect to the identity of Jesus?

David is regarded as a type of Christ due to his role as a shepherd and king. Jesus is often referred to
as the 'Son of David," fulfilling the promise of a king from David's lineage who would reign forever.

What do the prophetic books of the Old Testament say about
Jesus?

The prophetic books, such as Micah and Zechariah, contain specific predictions about Jesus' birthplace
(Micah 5:2) and His entry into Jerusalem (Zechariah 9:9), which Christians believe were fulfilled in the
New Testament.

How does the Old Testament concept of covenant relate to
Jesus?

The covenants made with figures like Noah, Abraham, and Moses set the stage for the New Covenant
established by Jesus, which offers a personal relationship with God through faith and grace.
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