
finland in second world war
Finland in the Second World War was a complex and multifaceted chapter in the
nation's history, marked by a series of conflicts that significantly shaped
its future. The Second World War was not just a global conflict but also a
local struggle for survival, national identity, and territorial integrity for
Finland. The country found itself in a precarious position, sandwiched
between two powerful neighbors: the Soviet Union to the east and Nazi Germany
to the west. This article delves into Finland's involvement in the war,
examining its causes, key events, and the broader implications that followed.

Historical Context

Before the onset of the Second World War, Finland had already experienced
significant turmoil. The nation declared independence from Russia in 1917
after the Bolshevik Revolution, which opened the door for its quest for
sovereignty. However, this newfound independence was overshadowed by the
Finnish Civil War in 1918, which pitted the "Whites" against the "Reds,"
leading to a division in Finnish society.

The interwar period saw Finland fortifying its military and establishing a
defensive posture against potential threats, particularly from the Soviet
Union. The signing of the Treaty of Tartu in 1920 confirmed Finland's
borders, but the relationship with the USSR remained tense, especially as the
latter sought to reassert its influence in the region.

The Winter War (1939-1940)

One of the most significant events in Finland's experience during the Second
World War was the Winter War, which began on November 30, 1939. The conflict
arose from Soviet demands for territory and military bases in Finland, which
the Finnish government refused.

Causes of the Winter War

The primary reasons for the Soviet invasion included:

1. Strategic Position: Finland's geographical location was of strategic
importance to the Soviet Union, particularly concerning Leningrad (now Saint
Petersburg).
2. Territorial Expansion: The USSR sought to create a buffer zone against
potential invasions from the West.
3. Ideological Motives: The Soviet leadership aimed to spread communism and



viewed Finland's capitalist system as a threat.

Key Events of the Winter War

1. Soviet Invasion: The Soviet Union launched a massive invasion with a force
of over 450,000 troops against Finland's 300,000 troops.
2. Finnish Resistance: Despite being outnumbered and outgunned, Finnish
troops utilized guerrilla tactics and the knowledge of their terrain to
inflict heavy losses on Soviet forces.
3. International Support: Finland received limited assistance from other
countries, including military volunteers from Sweden and donations of arms
from various nations.
4. Conclusion of War: The war ended on March 13, 1940, with the signing of
the Moscow Peace Treaty. Finland ceded significant territories, including
Karelia, but retained its independence.

The Continuation War (1941-1944)

Following the Winter War, Finland's relationship with Nazi Germany grew
closer as both nations shared a common enemy in the Soviet Union. This led to
the Continuation War, which began in June 1941.

Causes of the Continuation War

1. Desire for Territory: Finland sought to regain the territories lost in the
Winter War.
2. Collaboration with Germany: Finland saw an opportunity to align with Nazi
Germany, which was invading the Soviet Union during Operation Barbarossa.
3. Anti-Soviet Sentiment: The Finnish government and military leadership
viewed the Soviet Union as the primary threat to their national security.

Key Events of the Continuation War

1. Initial Successes: Finnish forces launched a counter-offensive and
recaptured lost territories, pushing deep into Soviet territory.
2. Siege of Leningrad: Finnish troops participated in the siege of Leningrad,
collaborating with German forces.
3. Shift in Momentum: As the war progressed, the tide began to turn against
the Axis powers, leading to increased Soviet offensives.
4. Fall of Finland: By 1944, with the Red Army advancing, Finnish forces were
compelled to negotiate.



Conclusion of the Continuation War

The Continuation War formally ended with the Moscow Armistice on September
19, 1944. Finland was required to cede further territories and pay
reparations to the Soviet Union. Importantly, Finland was able to maintain
its independence, a significant achievement compared to other nations in the
region.

Post-War Consequences and Reconstruction

Finland’s experience in the Second World War had profound implications for
its post-war reconstruction and international relations.

Territorial Changes

- Finland lost significant territories, including:
- Parts of Karelia
- The Petsamo region
- Areas around the Gulf of Finland

Social and Economic Impact

1. Population Displacement: Approximately 400,000 Finns were displaced from
the ceded territories, leading to a significant demographic shift.
2. Reparations: Finland faced substantial reparations to the Soviet Union,
which required economic adjustments and reforms.
3. Military Demobilization: The Finnish military underwent significant
downsizing and restructuring in the post-war years.

Political Landscape

1. Neutrality: Finland adopted a policy of neutrality during the Cold War,
carefully balancing its relations with both the West and the Soviet Union.
2. Internal Politics: The war and its aftermath led to a reevaluation of
political ideologies within Finland, fostering a more moderate left-right
political spectrum.

Legacy of the Second World War in Finland

The Second World War left a lasting legacy on Finland, shaping its national



identity and international standing. Key aspects of this legacy include:

1. Preservation of Independence: Finland emerged from the war with its
sovereignty intact, unlike many neighboring countries.
2. Learning from Conflict: The experiences of the Winter and Continuation
Wars instilled a sense of resilience and military preparedness in Finnish
society.
3. Cultural Reflection: The wars influenced Finnish literature, art, and
collective memory, prompting reflections on themes of survival and national
identity.

Conclusion

In summary, Finland in the Second World War was defined by its struggles
against larger powers and its quest for autonomy. The Winter War and the
Continuation War showcased the determination of the Finnish people to defend
their home, leading to both territorial losses and a strengthened sense of
identity. The post-war era brought challenges, but Finland's ability to
navigate its circumstances allowed it to emerge as a stable, independent
nation. The legacy of this tumultuous period continues to resonate in
Finland's contemporary society, politics, and international relations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What role did Finland play in World War II?
Finland initially fought against the Soviet Union during the Winter War of
1939-1940 and later joined forces with Nazi Germany in the Continuation War
from 1941 to 1944, primarily to regain lost territories.

What was the Winter War and how did it impact
Finland?
The Winter War (1939-1940) was a conflict between Finland and the Soviet
Union where Finland successfully defended its territory despite being
outnumbered. It resulted in significant territorial losses for Finland but
also fostered a strong sense of national unity.

Did Finland fight against Germany in World War II?
After signing an armistice with the Soviet Union in 1944, Finland fought
against German forces in the Lapland War from 1944 to 1945, aiming to expel
German troops from its territory.



What was the impact of World War II on Finnish
society?
World War II led to significant social and economic challenges in Finland,
including displacement of populations, destruction of infrastructure, and a
shift in foreign policy towards neutrality in the post-war period.

How did Finland's alliances shift during World War
II?
Finland's alliances shifted from being neutral to fighting alongside Nazi
Germany against the Soviet Union during the Continuation War, and then to a
position of conflict against Germany in the Lapland War after 1944.

What were the consequences of the Moscow Armistice
for Finland?
The Moscow Armistice in 1944 required Finland to cede territory to the Soviet
Union, pay reparations, and expel German troops, which significantly altered
Finland's borders and post-war relations.

How is Finland's role in World War II viewed today?
Today, Finland's role in World War II is viewed with complexity, balancing
its military alliances and struggles for sovereignty against broader
historical narratives about collaboration with Nazi Germany and resistance
against the Soviet Union.
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