
first woman to win the royal society
winton prize
The first woman to win the Royal Society Winton Prize is a historic achievement that
underscores the importance of women in the scientific community. The Royal Society
Winton Prize for Science Books, established in 2016, is awarded annually to the best
science book that is accessible to the general public. The prize not only highlights
remarkable scientific writing but also aims to inspire a wider appreciation for the
contributions of scientists in various fields. The first woman to receive this prestigious
accolade is Dr. Angela Saini, an accomplished science journalist and author known for her
engaging writing style and rigorous research.

Background of the Royal Society Winton Prize

The Royal Society, founded in 1660, is one of the oldest scientific institutions in the world.
The Winton Prize for Science Books is a relatively recent initiative aimed at encouraging the
writing and reading of science books. Here are some key points about the prize:

- Purpose: To recognize exceptional science writing that engages the public.
- Establishment: Launched in 2016, in collaboration with the Winton Group Limited.
- Selection Process: A panel of judges comprised of eminent scientists, writers, and
educators evaluate the submissions based on criteria such as clarity, originality, and
relevance to contemporary scientific discussions.

The prize aims to celebrate authors who effectively communicate complex scientific ideas
and foster public understanding of science.

Dr. Angela Saini: A Trailblazer in Science Writing

Dr. Angela Saini is a prominent figure in the realm of science journalism. Her work has
spanned various platforms, including BBC Radio and international publications. Here are
some highlights of her career:

Early Life and Education

- Birthplace: Dr. Saini was born in London to Indian parents, which gave her a unique
perspective on the intersection of culture and science.
- Education: She holds a degree in Engineering Science from the University of Oxford and a
Master's in Science Communication from the University of the Arts London.

Her educational background laid the foundation for her career in science writing, allowing
her to approach complex topics with both technical knowledge and an understanding of



how to communicate them effectively to a broad audience.

Career Highlights

Dr. Saini's career is marked by several notable achievements:

- Books: She has authored several influential books, including "Inferior: How Science Got
Women Wrong" and "Superior: The Return of Race Science." These works critically examine
the historical and ongoing biases in scientific research surrounding gender and race.
- Journalism: As a science journalist, she has contributed to prestigious outlets such as The
Guardian, The Economist, and Scientific American. Her articles often focus on issues related
to science, technology, and society.
- Broadcasting: Dr. Saini has hosted and produced programs for BBC Radio, where she
engages with scientific topics in an accessible manner.

Through her diverse body of work, Dr. Saini has become a leading voice in the conversation
about science and its impact on society.

The Award-Winning Work

Dr. Saini became the first woman to win the Royal Society Winton Prize for her book
"Inferior: How Science Got Women Wrong." This groundbreaking book critically analyzes the
biases that have historically influenced scientific research on women.

Overview of "Inferior"

"Inferior" dives deep into the scientific literature that has contributed to misconceptions
about women. Here are some key themes explored in the book:

1. Historical Context: The book traces the history of scientific inquiry into gender
differences, revealing how cultural biases have shaped research.
2. Critical Analysis: Dr. Saini scrutinizes various studies that have perpetuated stereotypes
about women, challenging the validity of their findings.
3. Contemporary Issues: She discusses how these biases continue to affect women today,
particularly in areas like STEM (science, technology, engineering, and mathematics).

The book's engaging narrative and well-researched arguments resonate with both
academic and general audiences, making it a worthy recipient of the Winton Prize.

Impact of "Inferior"

Dr. Saini's work has had a significant impact on various fronts:



- Raising Awareness: By highlighting the biases in scientific research, "Inferior" has sparked
conversations about gender equality in science.
- Encouraging Change: The book has inspired institutions to reevaluate their research
practices and strive for more inclusive methodologies.
- Empowering Women: Dr. Saini's work serves as an encouragement for women in science,
demonstrating that their voices and experiences are valid and worthy of exploration.

Significance of the Award

Dr. Saini's achievement as the first woman to win the Royal Society Winton Prize is
significant for several reasons:

Breaking Barriers

- Representation: Her win highlights the need for increased representation of women in
science writing and academia.
- Inspiration: It serves as a source of inspiration for aspiring female science writers and
scientists, encouraging them to pursue their passions despite systemic barriers.

Encouraging Future Work

- Focus on Bias: Dr. Saini's recognition underscores the importance of addressing biases in
science, fostering a more equitable environment for future researchers.
- Promoting Science Communication: The award emphasizes the value of effective science
communication, motivating other writers to engage the public with important scientific
issues.

Conclusion

Dr. Angela Saini's recognition as the first woman to win the Royal Society Winton Prize for
Science Books is a landmark achievement in the realm of science writing. Her book
"Inferior: How Science Got Women Wrong" not only challenges longstanding biases in
scientific discourse but also highlights the importance of inclusive practices in research. As
a trailblazer in the field, Dr. Saini continues to inspire future generations of scientists and
writers alike. Her work serves as a reminder of the critical role that science communication
plays in shaping public understanding and fostering a more equitable scientific community.
Through her efforts, Dr. Saini is not just making history; she is also paving the way for a
future where diverse voices are celebrated and heard in the world of science.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the first woman to win the Royal Society Winton
Prize?
The first woman to win the Royal Society Winton Prize is Professor Sara Borrell Ruiz.

What is the significance of the Royal Society Winton
Prize?
The Royal Society Winton Prize is awarded for excellence in communicating science,
recognizing individuals who have made significant contributions to public understanding of
science.

When was the first woman awarded the Royal Society
Winton Prize?
The first woman was awarded the Royal Society Winton Prize in 2023.

What contributions did Professor Sara Borrell Ruiz
make to win the prize?
Professor Sara Borrell Ruiz was recognized for her innovative approaches in science
communication, particularly in engaging diverse audiences and demystifying complex
scientific concepts.

What impact does winning the Royal Society Winton
Prize have on women in science?
Winning the Royal Society Winton Prize highlights the importance of women's contributions
in science and encourages more female scientists to engage in public science
communication.

How does the Royal Society Winton Prize promote
science education?
The Royal Society Winton Prize promotes science education by rewarding individuals who
effectively communicate scientific ideas, inspiring future generations to appreciate and
pursue science.

What types of works are considered for the Royal
Society Winton Prize?
Works considered for the Royal Society Winton Prize include books, documentaries, articles,
and other media that effectively communicate scientific knowledge to the public.



How has the Royal Society Winton Prize evolved since
its inception?
Since its inception, the Royal Society Winton Prize has evolved to include a broader range
of media and communication styles, reflecting changes in how science is shared with the
public.
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