fishing guide lake somerville tx

Fishing guide lake somerville tx is an essential resource for both novice and experienced anglers
looking to make the most of their fishing trips at one of Central Texas' most popular fishing
destinations. Lake Somerville, located approximately 70 miles east of Austin and 20 miles west of
Brenham, offers a wealth of fishing opportunities, stunning natural beauty, and a range of
recreational activities to enjoy. In this article, we'll explore everything you need to know about
fishing at Lake Somerville, from the types of fish you can catch to the best fishing spots, techniques,
and local regulations.

Overview of Lake Somerville

Lake Somerville is a 11,500-acre reservoir managed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The lake
was constructed in the 1960s for flood control, water conservation, and recreational purposes. Its
clear waters and diverse ecosystem make it a favored destination for fishing, boating, and camping.

Location and Accessibility

- Geographical Location: Lake Somerville is situated in Burleson County, Texas. It serves as a
boundary between the Somerville State Park and the Lake Somerville State Park & Trailway.

- Accessibility: The lake is easily accessible via Highway 36, and multiple entry points allow for
convenient access to various fishing areas.

Types of Fish in Lake Somerville

Anglers visiting Lake Somerville can expect to encounter a variety of fish species. The lake's diverse
habitats support a thriving aquatic ecosystem.

Main Fish Species

1. Largemouth Bass: The star of Lake Somerville, known for its challenging fights and trophy-size
potential.

2. Crappie: This species, particularly Black and White Crappie, is abundant and popular among
anglers for their delicious taste.

3. Catfish: Channel catfish, blue catfish, and flathead catfish can be found throughout the lake,
providing excellent night fishing opportunities.

4. Sunfish: Species like Bluegill and Redear Sunfish are plentiful and are perfect for beginners,
especially children.



5. Hybrid Striped Bass: These fish are an exciting catch, offering a unique challenge due to their
aggressive behavior.

Seasonal Fishing Patterns

- Spring: Spawning season for bass and crappie; this is often the best time to catch these species.
- Summer: Fish tend to go deeper as water temperatures rise; early morning and late evening are
ideal for bass fishing.

- Fall: A great time for crappie fishing as they begin to school in preparation for winter.

- Winter: Catfish remain active during this time, and anglers can still find success with crappie if
they know where to look.

Best Fishing Spots at Lake Somerville

Finding the right spot can significantly increase your chances of catching fish at Lake Somerville.
Here are some of the most popular fishing locations:

1. Birch Creek State Park

- Offers access to the lake and has numerous fishing piers.
- Known for its crappie and bass fishing during the spring.

2. Nails Creek State Park

- Provides a serene setting with plenty of shoreline access.
- Great for catfish fishing, especially at night.

3. The Dam Area

- A prime spot for bass fishing, particularly when the water is flowing.
- Anglers can often find schooling fish in this area.

4. The Upper End of the Lake

- Known for submerged structure, making it ideal for crappie and bass.
- Best accessed by boat for deeper fishing.

5. The Piers and Boat Ramps

- Piers are great for families and novice anglers.
- Boat ramps provide quick access to deeper waters.



Fishing Techniques and Tips

Different fishing techniques can yield varying results depending on the season and the species
targeted. Here are some effective methods to consider:

1. Bass Fishing Techniques

- Topwater Lures: Early morning and late evening are prime times for topwater lures such as
poppers and buzz baits.

- Jigs and Soft Plastics: Use these around submerged structures and brush piles for best results.
- Spinnerbaits: Effective for covering large areas, especially in shallow waters.

2. Crappie Fishing Techniques

- Jigging: Small jigs tipped with minnows can be very effective.
- Spider Rigging: Use multiple poles to cover more water, especially during spawning.
- Trolling: A great way to locate schools of crappie.

3. Catfishing Techniques

- Cut Bait and Live Bait: Both are effective, with cut bait often attracting larger catfish.
- Bottom Fishing: Use weight and hooks to keep bait close to the bottom where catfish usually feed.
- Night Fishing: Catfish are more active at night, making it a prime time for fishing.

Local Regulations and Licensing

Before you cast your line, it’s crucial to understand the local fishing regulations and licensing
requirements in Texas.

Fishing License

- A valid Texas fishing license is required for all anglers over the age of 17.
- Licenses can be purchased online, at sporting goods stores, or at the local parks.

Regulations to Note

- Bag Limits: Be aware of the daily bag limits for the species you are targeting.
- Size Limits: Certain fish may have size limits, particularly bass.
- Special Regulations: Check for any seasonal restrictions or special regulations in state parks.



Additional Recreational Activities at Lake Somerville

While fishing is a primary draw, Lake Somerville offers a multitude of recreational activities for all
visitors.

1. Boating

- The lake is open for motorized and non-motorized boating.
- Numerous boat ramps provide easy access to the water.

2. Camping

- Both Birch Creek and Nails Creek State Parks offer camping facilities.
- Campgrounds have amenities such as restrooms, showers, and picnic areas.

3. Hiking and Biking

- Trails around the lake provide opportunities for hiking, biking, and wildlife observation.
- The scenic views and natural surroundings make for a great outdoor experience.

4. Bird Watching

- Lake Somerville is home to various bird species, making it a great spot for bird watching.
- Bring binoculars and a guidebook to enhance your experience.

Conclusion

Whether you're a seasoned angler or a beginner, the fishing guide lake somerville tx serves as an
invaluable resource for planning your fishing adventure. With its diverse fish species, stunning
scenery, and ample recreational opportunities, Lake Somerville promises an unforgettable
experience for everyone. Be sure to familiarize yourself with local regulations, choose the right
fishing techniques, and explore the lake's many fishing hotspots. With a little preparation and the
right mindset, you're bound to have a successful and enjoyable fishing trip at Lake Somerville.

Frequently Asked Questions

What types of fish can I expect to catch at Lake Somerville?

At Lake Somerville, anglers can expect to catch a variety of fish including largemouth bass, crappie,
catfish, and sunfish.



Are there any fishing guides available at Lake Somerville?

Yes, there are several fishing guides available at Lake Somerville who offer services for both
beginners and experienced anglers.

What is the best time of year for fishing at Lake Somerville?

The best time for fishing at Lake Somerville is typically in the spring and fall when fish are more
active and feeding.

Do I need a fishing license to fish at Lake Somerville?

Yes, a valid Texas fishing license is required for anyone over the age of 17 to fish at Lake Somerville.

What fishing techniques work best on Lake Somerville?

Popular fishing techniques at Lake Somerville include bass fishing with lures, crappie fishing with
jigs, and catfishing with live bait.

Are there any specific regulations I should be aware of when
fishing at Lake Somerville?

Yes, anglers should check the Texas Parks and Wildlife regulations for specific size and bag limits for
different species at Lake Somerville.

Can I rent fishing equipment at Lake Somerville?

Yes, some local shops and marinas around Lake Somerville offer fishing equipment rentals for
visitors.

What are the facilities available for fishermen at Lake
Somerville?

Lake Somerville offers various facilities including boat ramps, picnic areas, and restrooms, making it
a convenient location for fishing.
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