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Five Little Pigs is one of Agatha Christie's most celebrated novels,
featuring her iconic detective Hercule Poirot. Published in 1942, this
intriguing mystery revolves around a classic whodunit premise that showcases
Christie's unparalleled talent for crafting suspenseful narratives. The story
unfolds through the eyes of a young woman named Lucy Eyelesbarrow, who seeks
to prove her mother’s innocence in a murder case that has haunted their
family for years. In this article, we will delve into the plot, characters,
themes, and the enduring legacy of Five Little Pigs.

Plot Overview

Five Little Pigs begins with a poignant situation: the conviction of Amyas
Crale, a successful painter, who was murdered years earlier. The case is
particularly painful for his daughter, Lucy Eyelesbarrow, who was just a
child at the time. Now an adult, Lucy is determined to clear her mother,
Caroline, who was imprisoned for the crime and has since passed away in
prison.

Lucy approaches Poirot and asks him to investigate the case, believing that
her mother was wrongfully accused. Poirot agrees, intrigued by Lucy's
conviction and the prospect of unraveling a mystery that has long been
settled.

To solve the case, Poirot decides to interview five individuals who were
present at the scene at the time of the murder. Each of these witnesses
offers a unique perspective on the events that transpired, contributing to a
tapestry of memories that Poirot must sift through to uncover the truth.

Key Characters

The novel's rich character palette includes:

1. Hercule Poirot - The brilliant Belgian detective known for his meticulous
attention to detail and psychological insight.
2. Lucy Eyelesbarrow - The determined and loyal daughter of Caroline, who
believes in her mother’s innocence.
3. Caroline (Caro) Crale - The accused mother, whose character is revealed
through the recollections of others.
4. Amyas Crale - The victim, a charismatic but flawed painter whose
relationships are central to the plot.
5. The Five Witnesses - Each providing their narrative, they include:
- Elsie Dale - A young woman who had a close relationship with Amyas.
- Philip Blake - A friend of Amyas who had a romantic interest in Elsie.
- Meredith Blake - Philip’s brother, who provides insight into family
dynamics.
- Miss Violet Marsh - A governess with a keen eye for detail.
- Dr. W. W. G. R. Crale - A doctor who was also a friend of the Crale family.



The Investigation Process

Poirot’s investigation is methodical and reflects his trademark approach to
solving mysteries. He is not content with simply gathering evidence; he
focuses on understanding human motivations and relationships. The process can
be broken down into several key steps:

1. Gathering Testimonies

Poirot's first step is to interview the five witnesses. Each character
provides a distinct account of the events leading up to the murder, and their
varying perspectives offer clues and contradictions.

- Elsie Dale describes her tumultuous relationship with Amyas, highlighting
the complexities of passion and jealousy.
- Philip Blake shares insights into his friendship with Amyas and his
feelings for Elsie.
- Meredith Blake discusses family tensions and rivalries that complicate the
narratives.
- Miss Violet Marsh recounts her observations as a governess, noting
behaviors that others overlook.
- Dr. Crale provides a professional perspective, as well as personal
connections to the family.

Each testimony reveals not only facts but also emotions and biases that shape
the characters' views.

2. Analyzing Motives

As Poirot examines the testimonies, he begins to identify potential motives
for the murder. The relationships are fraught with tension, jealousy, and
unrequited love:

- Jealousy: Various characters exhibit jealousy over Amyas's affections,
leading to questions about who might have had a motive to harm him.
- Love: Romantic entanglements complicate the relationships, as feelings of
betrayal and desire intertwine.
- Family Dynamics: The Blakes' family rivalries create an atmosphere of
mistrust and suspicion.

Poirot’s keen understanding of human psychology allows him to dissect these
motives, leading him closer to the truth.

3. Piecing Together the Evidence

As he gathers information, Poirot meticulously pieces together the evidence.
He uses his "little grey cells" to connect dots that others overlook. This
process involves:

- Revisiting the crime scene: Understanding the layout and context of the
murder.
- Examining physical evidence: Looking for tangible proof that supports or



contradicts witness testimonies.
- Building timelines: Establishing a sequence of events that can clarify
discrepancies in the accounts.

Through this methodical approach, Poirot gradually uncovers the layers of
deception and truth that conceal the real story.

Thematic Exploration

Five Little Pigs is rich in themes that resonate beyond the murder mystery
itself. Some of the key themes include:

1. The Nature of Truth

The novel explores the idea that truth is often subjective. Each character’s
perception of the events is colored by personal biases and emotions, leading
to a multifaceted understanding of reality. Poirot’s journey to uncover the
truth illustrates the complexities of human relationships and the difficulty
of discerning fact from fiction.

2. Memory and Its Fallibility

Memory plays a crucial role in the narrative. The witnesses recount events
from years ago, and their recollections are influenced by time, emotion, and
personal agendas. The story raises questions about how accurately individuals
can remember significant events and how those memories shape their
identities.

3. Love and Betrayal

Romantic entanglements are at the heart of the story, showcasing how love can
lead to both devotion and destruction. The relationships between characters
reveal the darker sides of passion, including jealousy, betrayal, and loss.
This theme underscores the idea that love can be both a motivating force and
a catalyst for tragedy.

Legacy and Impact

Five Little Pigs has left a lasting impact on the genre of detective fiction
and continues to be celebrated by fans and critics alike. Its intricate plot,
well-developed characters, and exploration of profound themes make it a
standout in Agatha Christie’s oeuvre.

- Adaptations: The novel has been adapted for television, including a notable
episode in the acclaimed series "Agatha Christie's Poirot" starring David
Suchet. These adaptations bring the story to new audiences and highlight its
timeless relevance.
- Influence on Mystery Genre: Christie's work has inspired countless authors



in the mystery genre, and Five Little Pigs is often cited as a pivotal
example of the "locked room" mystery format, where the solution hinges on the
interplay of character relationships and motives.

In conclusion, Five Little Pigs stands as a testament to Agatha Christie's
brilliance as a storyteller. Through Hercule Poirot, she invites readers to
explore the complexities of human emotions, the intricacies of memory, and
the elusive nature of truth. As Poirot unravels the threads of the past, he
not only seeks justice for Caroline Crale but also offers profound insights
into the human condition, making this novel a timeless classic in the realm
of detective fiction.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Five Little Pigs' by Agatha
Christie?

'Five Little Pigs' revolves around the investigation of a long-ago murder
case in which a woman, Lydia, was accused of killing her husband. The story
unfolds as detective Hercule Poirot interviews five witnesses (the 'five
little pigs') to uncover the truth.

Who is the detective in 'Five Little Pigs'?

Hercule Poirot, Agatha Christie's famous Belgian detective, is the central
character tasked with solving the mystery in 'Five Little Pigs'.

How does Agatha Christie structure the narrative in
'Five Little Pigs'?

The narrative is structured through the perspectives of the five witnesses,
each providing their version of events related to the murder, allowing
readers to piece together the truth from different angles.

What themes are explored in 'Five Little Pigs'?

Key themes include the nature of truth and memory, the reliability of witness
accounts, and the complexities of human relationships.

What year was 'Five Little Pigs' first published?

'Five Little Pigs' was first published in 1942.

How does 'Five Little Pigs' differ from other Poirot
novels?

'Five Little Pigs' stands out because it is more focused on psychological
exploration and character development than on action or traditional detective
work.



Who are the five witnesses in 'Five Little Pigs'?

The five witnesses are: Caroline, the daughter of the accused; Amy, the
governess; Philip, the husband’s friend; Elsie, the wife’s friend; and the
last witness is the accused herself, Lydia.

What is the significance of the title 'Five Little
Pigs'?

The title is metaphorical, referring to the nursery rhyme 'This Little
Piggy', symbolizing the different perspectives and 'characters' of each
witness in the investigation.

How does Poirot ultimately solve the case in 'Five
Little Pigs'?

Poirot solves the case by analyzing the inconsistencies in the witnesses'
testimonies and reconstructing the events leading up to the murder,
ultimately revealing that Lydia was innocent.

Has 'Five Little Pigs' been adapted into other media?

Yes, 'Five Little Pigs' has been adapted into various forms, including
television adaptations, radio plays, and stage productions, further
popularizing Agatha Christie’s work.
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